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KrwMi your own street by its proper name! 


on 

Jordan 


By Gftasgaqjoh* 

Special to The Star-- "• : 

SHOULD YOU'receive aninvitation that reads, 
“We wish io invite you to a new art show in the 
Ans Expo; man the so and .so embassy on Prince 
Rashid Square..,"you-. could ’ be excused for 
exc!aiming, "just where js Prince Rashid 
Square?!(Foryou and me. Prince Rashid Square 
is more commonly known os the 6th Circle). 

During the past lff.yeare, the Greater Amman 
Municipality (GAM) began renaming ihe streets 
after distinguished people nod historic events—of 
nation*! and Arab origins; By then, however, peo¬ 


ple hod become used to the old, traditional names. 

“People always use names they are familiar 
with,” Osama Abu Quora from the Department of 
Archaeology at the University of Jordan (UJ), told 
The Star. He odds that when someone is bora and 
raised m an area where streets are named by 
locals, these numes become memorized. ‘This 
issue relates to our culture, the way past genera¬ 
tions have differentiated between districts,” Dr 
Abu Quora continues. 

“In renaming streets. GAM didn't consult 
locals, and this is something that caused a great 


deal of resentment. The Municipality Maned to 
name streets after people or event*, that have his¬ 
torical or political Jgnificanca. They moved 
beyond the names Ilia: are identified by local peo¬ 
ple. lo those that ha\c city nr naiional recogni¬ 
tion,' Mujdeddin Khairi. from the Sociology- 
Department hi UJ told Tin Slur. 

Olla Eyyad. a secretary in Amman, now has 10 
take time uut io learn the new utficial Mtect 
names. "Old names have been used sim.c my 
childhood anti are a In: more familiar to me. but 

Continued on page 2 
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Government tries to 
lilute water scare but 
public still wary 


By Ibtis&m Awadat . 

Star Staff Writer 
THE WATER scare contin¬ 
ues to be headline news,/ 
despite the Ministry of Water" 
and Irrigation's official dec¬ 
laration identifying the canse ' 
of the polluted drinking 
water. The problem has been- • 
attributed to the Zai Desatiha- . 
tion -. Station" 

where dissolved 
algae" in die. 
water caused av 
distinct, change.. 
in taste, colour 
and odour. r; “ 

- The Minis-- 

vet,.-;. Mumher. 

Haddadin, him¬ 
self . drank.. a - 
glass .of water 
from , the Zai 
Station toreas- 


' mined in dean water is 80 
Wits, while in -Jordan we 
have identified sources with 
chlorine of between 300-500 
units" Hashem continaed; 
Too.much chlorine iir drink¬ 
ing water can cahSe indices- ' 
tion and diarrhea.' 

.• .One expert, who.’ preferred ■ ■ 
to remain aponymoos, fears 


- 



sure thBjmbtie; 
that effective, 
procedures bad 
been carried 
oat. The Minis-, 
try has also 
invited experts 
from the World : 

Health Organi¬ 
zation to double 
check on the 
filtering pro¬ 
cess undertaken 1 
at the sta¬ 
tion—a step • 
which the Min¬ 
istry hopes will 
bring the matter 
to an end. 

Some experts 
in the private 
sector—who 
have com¬ 
plained of 
insufficient 
Information on 
the pollution 
scare—remain 

W- d* 

algae is treated 
with chlorine, a 
carcinogen . known as - CHM 
can. sometimes be formed, 
which can be of a health 
risk,” said Ismail Hashem, a 
water engineer wbo is a. part¬ 
ner in Hydrotech Interna¬ 
tional, a consultancy firm in 
Jordan. The amount of 
chlorine in the water has 
alarmed experts as well, ^ne 
s tandar d level of chlorine per- 


• - -K 1 -- 


Water by the tanker^-buiis it clean? 

~ : Photo by Georg* Kaoedan 


the’ current problem is similar 
to what happened back in 
1987, when some wastewater 
got into the.noimaT'water sup- 
ply. "We contained the situa¬ 
tion then by closing the main 
“tank (at Dabouk). and by get¬ 
ting rid -of it's entire content,*' 
the expert told'Tfa Star. 

‘The problems we face 
today are twofold; we need to 


verify : that the maintenance 
work carried out at the Zai 
Station, meets specific stan¬ 
dards, 'and secondly, we need 
to address the matter of 
Israel's continuous control on 
our water (which coroes from 
Tiberias)—water which the 
Israelis refuse to drink, and is 
used , only for irrigation pur¬ 
poses' ' after ' it has 
1 — : • been technically 

• refined.” he con¬ 
tinued. 

. . ' The - official 
.statements failed 
to reassure the 

• public, • who 
' rushed out to 
buy drinking 
Water from 
.water-tankers 

; who bring their 
water from 

• either Zarqa or 

the ten Al Basha 
rcservior '. (15 

Kilometers to 
the north of the 
capital). 

The sudden 
demand • for 
. clean water from 
these alternative 
sources has had 
an affect on 
prices. Every 
cubic meter of 
water delivered 
. to residents used 
to cost 30 piast¬ 
ers, but this has 
now been raised 
to JD 4. People 
are paying the 

• price—just as 
long as they 
don't have to 
drink from their 
domestic taps. 

Meanwhile, 
mineral water 
manufacturers 
■ ' are quite happy 
rgihazeoan f 0I < me current 

score' to con¬ 
tinue. A suspicious and health 
conscience public see mineral 
water as their savior. 

“Annually, our output 
increases by 25 percent dur¬ 
ing the summer high tempera¬ 
tures. but we have witnessed 
another 25 percent increase 
this year.” Ramzi Hadeetha, 
general director of the Gha- 
deer Mineral Water Com¬ 


pany, told The Star. 

Hadeetha mentioned that he 
has received a few complaints 
of higher prices from residents 
outside Amman, in addition to 
some cases of stockpiling bot¬ 
tles of mineral water, but in 
general the prices have 
remained stable. He added 
that the purchase of mineral 
water has not been limited to 
West Amman only, as all 
parts of the capital have seen 
on increase in consumption. 

“People of moderate inc- 
come, who normally consider 
mineral water to be a luxury 
item, are rushing every morn¬ 
ing to buy bottles of mineral 
water,” Hadeetha continued.* 



Under Royal patronage , the northern city stayed awake into the late hours yesterday eivning to watch the lighting 
of the flame for the 17th Jerash Festival for Culture and Arts. There was a great turnout for the opening cere¬ 
mony, especially by expatriates. Jerash this year promises visitors a varied agenda to satisfy every cultural appetite. 


Draft press 
law vote leads 
to fisticuffs 


Palestinian-Israeli talks kick 
off amid mood of pessimism 


By Star Stall Writer 

CONTRARY TO expecta¬ 
tions, the majority of the Na¬ 
tional Guidance Committee 
(NGQ have decided to dis¬ 
cos* the draft Press and Publi¬ 
cation Law further, rather 
than turn it over to the gov¬ 
ernment. 

Lower House deputies Raji 
Haddad, the head of the com¬ 
mittee, Nayef Moola, Amjad 
Al Majali, Abdallah Al Jazzy. 
Mohammed Rafai and Mo¬ 
hammed Al Kooz all voted in 
favor of keeping the draft un¬ 
der ‘the Dome* for further 
discussion and analysis. 

Opposition came from 
Mabmood Al Kharabsheh, the 
committee spokesman, Bas- 
sam Haddadin and Hammada 
Fara’neh, wbo voted in favor 
of the second recommenda¬ 
tion—to send the draft back to 
the government. 

Wednesday's heated vote 


on the draft was also the 
scene of fisticuffs between 
two of the NGC deputies, but 
this was brought to an end 
peacefully after their col¬ 
leagues intervened. 

“When we began to vote, 
Haddadin and I decided to re¬ 
fuse the draft, but at (hat mo¬ 
ment Fara'neh addressed Had¬ 
dadin and accused him of 
“political hipocracy.” Kha¬ 
rabsheh reacted angrily and it 
turned into a fist-fight The 
rest of the members quickly 
intervened to disengage the 
two of them. 

Kharabsheh then left the 
meeting but relumed after a 
while and continued the read¬ 
ing of the first articles of the 
draft. Parliamentary sources 
said that Spokesman of the 
Parliament Saed Hayel Al 
Srour attended (he session .as 
soon as he heard about the 

Continued on page 2 


Combined news agencies 

PESSIMISM IS still in the air. 
The talks between the Palestin¬ 
ians and Israelis that kicked off 
earlier this week may have a 
lung way to go. Though ini¬ 
tially hailed as the break¬ 
through in a 15 month dead¬ 
lock. ~ Palestinians arc not 
happy. 

Despite the meeting between 
the PNA's number two man. 
Mahmood Abbass and Defense 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai 
Yitzhak Mordachai. no break¬ 
through was reported. 

“There is still a lot of work. I 
don't want to create illusions.” 
Defense Minister Yitzhak Mor- 
ilechai told reporters. Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
predicted round-ihc-cloek talks 
at some stage. 

However, there was gloom 
in the Palestinian camp. Arafat 
said that no progress has been 
made in the first direct talks 
•with. Israel on the scope of a 
West Bank troop withdrawal. 

“Until now. nothing has 
come out of all the sessions 
that have been held, nothing 
ilia! can give any positive indi¬ 
cation that they arc improving 


l 



Heat wave fuels escalating debate on global warming 


WjdfflNGTON-With a wide swath of tire 
- nation caught in the enervating gpp of *. deadly 
summer hear wave. Pr^ide^C^t^ Md Vree 
president Al Gore have seized-on the atteofron 
fthas generated to warn of the dangers ofglo- . 

see from this sweltering heat, 
the climate of our country and our globe is 
chan Bing" Clinton said Monday during an 
appearance in New W** 1 }*: ' J 

But the science of global f ;>} 

wanning is much more com- 
plicated than that, as scien- fV7 
lists, including government lVf/jf’ 
experts, have taken pains to V" 


0 


TfHSwr vmm ~ 

event can be attributed to glo- • • 

bal warming, they say, even • * 

'Sbutes^^ this 'case record-setting high 
contributes—i° , ^ globe month after 

- w*W. cU- - 


mate is getting warmer. 

•“Global warming is a relatively small change 
from year to year, but it.is always pushing in 
one'direction" said Kevin Treabertb, one of the 
government’6 leading researchers studying cli¬ 
mate change around the world. “A lot of what 
we’re seeing at /the moment is the kind of 
extremes we expect from global wanning" 

Several recent climate trends have fueled 
v the debate over global warming. 

A. For each of ihe first six months of 
W . 1998. the mean global temperature was 

^ . warmer than it was during the corre- 
_re spending month in 1997. The monthly 
trend was topped off in June, the 
w . National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
if"' Administration disclosed last week, 

‘ when global surface temperatures were, 

.’•. on average, 1 degree Fahrenheit warmer 
than the long-term mean temperature for 
the mqntb. according lo records kept 
since 1880. - 



Confirmed on page 2 Action must be taken to reduce the rate of global warming 


their (the Israelis') position.” 
Arafat said. “On the contrary, 
they are still repealing previous 
statements and positions.” 

Arafat waved off u reporter 
in Gaza. Monday, who asked 
him whether the meeting 
between Mordechai and Ara¬ 
fat's deputy Mahmoud Abbas 
was j step forward. 

“Nothing.” w js all the Pales¬ 
tinian leader would say. speak¬ 
ing in English. Asked lo elabo¬ 
rate. Arafat's adviser Nabil 
Abu Rdainah said Arafat meant 
. there was “still noihing new." 

“We expected the Israeli side 
io come with u mandate siyine 
'Yes' to the American initiative 
and then to formulate an imple¬ 
mentation mechanism.” Pales¬ 
tinian senior negotiator Saeb 
Erekut told Voice of Palestine 
radio. 

“But the Israeli side doesn't 
seem to want to say yes. they 
want further talks.” he said. 

Erekat however, told Israel 
Radio's English service that 
Mordechai hud come to Sun¬ 
day's meeting “in good faith” 
and that Palestinians would 
reserve judgment until later 
talks. 

Washington, the main Mid¬ 
dle East peace broker, wants 
Israel to hand over 13 percent 
of the West Bank in return for 
Palestinian security commit- 
menus. Israel has resisted the 
initiative. 

According to Palestinian 
officials and diplomats, Israel 
is prepared to hand over 10 per¬ 
cent of West Bank land. This 


falls short of the US proposal 
which suggested dial Israel 
hand over 13-1 percent, and is 
well short of original Palestin¬ 
ian expectations of a _-n per¬ 
cent Israeli troop pullback. 

Israel, at first, wanted the 
three percent difference 
between its proposal anJ that 
of the US to be can ed >’ui as a 
special zone, termed “Area D”. 
in which Israel would have 
security control and the Pales¬ 
tinians would be subject to 
restrictions on building. This 
area is located around Jewish 
settlements. 

During Monday’s meeting. 
Israel suggested that Area D be 
designated a “green zone" in 
which neither Jews nor Pales¬ 
tinians would be psrtntited to 
build. 

Palestinian negotiators have 
insisted they will accept noth¬ 
ing less than the 13 percent, 
having unequivocally agreed to 
the US proposals. Accepting 
anything leas, a senior official 
said, would be more than diffi¬ 
cult for the Palestinian leader 
to swallow and to sell to public 
opinion. 

In the Knesset. Mordechai 
told reporters that the sides 
would be holding continuous 
talks on two issues at the heart 
of the dispute. 

He did not elaborate but the 
two issues topping the agenda 
arc likely to be the scope of the 
long-delayed Israeli handover 
of more West Bank land, and 
Israel's demand that the PLO 

Continued on page 2 
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Know your own street 
by its proper name! 


Continued from page 1 


fur work. I must now yet used in ih^‘ new official 
i*reel names." she lolls The Star. 

But Khalil Abdullah, who recently graduated and 
fixes in Abdnun, has another viewpoint. Ho is enthu¬ 
siastic about the tie* names, so long as they become 
standardized and reflect our origins. He «iys. “You 
can't use street-names, just because you like thorn. 
Ideally, a street name should reflect the city and the 
people who reside there. I now use the name ‘Cairo 
Siiecf. even though most people recognize it us 'Al 
Orthodox Club Street." 

Dr Kliairi said that a formal transitional period is 
needed and this will take lime. “Officials must lake 
info account the desire of people when naming the 
*> tree Is. The media can help in this by making the 
idea more popularly acceptable." he continued. 

Marwan F.) lay an. manager of the Depart mem of 
Naming and Numbering at GAM. does nof agree. 
He said that public participation was very evident. 

'‘Recommendations were received from people 
and we decided upon new names on that bjsis." lie 
told The Slur. His department recently finished nam¬ 
ing Ih areas in Amman. The procedure began in the 
1*171 is when Amman was a still small city, and 30 
years on. most of these old names have become 
accepted by the people. 

hi I9X7.GAM extended its boundaries to include 
outlying neighborhoods, and this resulted in a new 


street nam ing policy. “We were then obliged in 
adopt new standards to avoid duplication.'* Mr 
Elluyaii said. 

He gave the example of what used to be called 
“Gardens Street". “Before die integration of Tla' El 
AM to GAM. Garden Street was named by the then 
local municipality r.s Yalhreb Street. Although it 
continued to He popularly known as Garden Street, 
GAM decided to change ifs official name to Wasfl 
At Tal Street after the name of the Fate Jordanian 
Prime Minister.” Mr El lay an added that this was 
made in avoid duplication. In this respect, he 
thanked the returnees who came to Amman after 
the Gulf war in l lH *|. as they helped to spread the 
official street names. 

“It is forbidden to have a vocational license if you 
don't know the official name of the street you work 
on. These names serve the shop owners. “I also wish 
m thank the Jordan Telecommunications Company 
/JTC) J'nr Jlicir efforts jn reinforcing the postal sys¬ 
tem according to the new naming and numbering 
procedures of lhe GAM." He urged ail corporations, 
instil ill ions and members of the public to follow the 
same path and use ilic official name of the street and 
intersection. 

Mr Ellayan resealed that a special government 
committee (comprising Ministers of Transport. Pub¬ 
lic Works. Information, and Municipalities, as well as 
the Mayor of Ammani is currently streamlining the 
postal system according to the DNN procedures. ■ 



What's the use of official street names? 



Taking to the water-pipe! 


Former Prime Minister Taker Al Masri takes time 
off from the hectic world! of polities and relaxes with 
a nargileh. 


Heat wave fuels escalating 
debate on global warming 


Continued from page 1 

But critics nf the global 
wanning 1110017 say measure¬ 
ments taken anywhere from 
5.1)00 to 30.000 feel above 
the Earth—which, some say. 
show little recent change or 
perhaps even a cooling 
trend—arc more meaningful. 

In addition to the tempera¬ 
ture increase at the Earth's 
surface, drought in Florida 
contributed to the devastating 
fires there over the past sev¬ 
eral weeks, and torrential 
downpours produced unusu¬ 
ally fierce flood torrents in 
the northeastern United 
Slates. 

Were those events related 
to glubal warming? Again, 
the answer is not clear-cut. 

Warmer temperatures may 
have pushed back the start of 
the summer rainy season in 
Florida, scientists say. and 
thus induced greater evapora¬ 
tion from the surface of the 
ocean, lifting more moisture 
into the atmosphere, carrying 
it elsewhere, and then drop¬ 
ping it in sudden, intense 
storms. 

"When you put the whole 
picture together, one should 
conclude that global warming 
is playing a role." said Trcn- 
berlh. head of the climate 
analysis section of the 
National Center for Atmos¬ 
pheric Research in Boulder. 
Colo. “ A few degrees on top 


of what would already be a 
heat wave pushes the edge a 
bit more. It goes over a 
threshold, and things are no 
longer tolerable.” 

On the other hand, he 
added: “Most of what is 
going on is summertime. It's 
supposed to be hot. Maybe 
it's bit hotter than it would 
be..." 

Reflecting scientists' 
uncertainty about when the 
occasionally, unusual crosses 
the line to become a demon¬ 
strable trend, as well as his 
conviction that "the atmos¬ 
phere is a pretty chaotic, 
hard-to-understand system," 
Randal] Ceventy. a climatolo¬ 
gist at Arizona State Univer¬ 


sity. said: "IF we were to see 
many, many more heat waves 
each and every year, that 
would be a trend associated 
with global warming.” 

Gore and, increasingly, 
Clinton, have been among the 
more vocal political adher¬ 
ents of the global warming 
theory—reflecting the wide¬ 
spread agreement, but cer¬ 
tainly not unanimity, among 
climate scientists and others 
who have studied climate 
data that the Earth’s climate 
has been growing measurably 
warmer, most notably in the 
past decade.B 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Draft press 
law vote leads 


to fisticuffs 


Continued from page! 
quarrel. 

He met with the two depu¬ 
ties and urged them to forget 
their dispute for the sake of 
the country and warned them 
not to <?«««* divisions be¬ 
tween members of the Lower 
House. Para’neb duly apolo¬ 
gized to Kharabsbeh and the 
session continued. 

Seven articles of the draft- 
were discussed and modified. 
The definition of the minister, 
of information, die press and 
publication department, and 
the definition of director. 


Palestinian-Israeli talks kick 
off amid mood of pessimism 


Vi- 


Continued from page 1 

carry out a promised annul- 


out a 

ment of a covenant backing 
Israel’s destruction. 

No Israeli or Palestinian 
engaged in the talks would dis¬ 
cuss the substance of the nego¬ 
tiations. 

Asked what lay ahead, 
Netanyahu told reporters: 
“Negotiations... and I called for 
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them day and night. I don’t 
mean by that we have to sit at 3 
o’clock in the morning but it 
will probably come to that as 
well." 

But for the Israelis there is 
the domestic issue to be con¬ 
sidered. Ariel Sharon and other 
coalition members threatened 
to bring down Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu if he 
agreed to go ahead with the 
13.19 p proposal with Sharon, 
the minister considered most 
capable of leading a right-wing 
revolt, warning that the govern¬ 
ment would fall if it went 
ahead. 

Sharon, who serves as infra¬ 
structure minister, is on a visit 
to China and issued the warn¬ 
ing in a telephone call to Arieh 
Deri, leader of the ultra- 
Orthodox Shas Party, radio 
reports said. 

Netanyahu also came under 
fire from Agriculture Minister 
Rafael Eitan, leader of the far- 
right T so met party that ran on 
u joint slate with Netanyahu's 
Likud Party in the 1996 elec¬ 
tions. 

Eiuui said he would quit the 
coalition if Netanyahu handed 
over more than 7 percent of the 
West Bank. 

Netanyahu's coalition has 61 
legislators in the 120 -seat par¬ 
liament. The departure of the 
Tso met party from the coali¬ 
tion. which has five lawmak¬ 
ers, would deprive Netanyahu 
of his parliamentary majority. 

Uri Elitsur, chief of staff m 
the prime minister's office, 
said Netanyahu might coll 
early elections'if he felt his 
government was in danger. 
“All the options arc open.” 
Elitsur told Israel army radio. 

“Bibi is not moved by coali¬ 


tion considerations when nego¬ 
tiating with the .Palestinians,” 
Elitsur said, referring to Netan--. 
yahu by his nickname. ■ ' i 
Netanyahu's critics have said 
he has been avoiding a decision 
on the troop pullback for 
months—even at the ride of 
alienating the United 
Stales—ironically, because bei 
fears losing power>■ .... 


however, will remain in ac¬ 
cordance with the 1993 law. 

Kharabsbeh Stated that the 
word propagation has. been 
added to the definition of 
publication; It now reads, 
“publication meant any prop¬ 
agation of thoughts, words, 
figures, shapes and. so on.” : 

Article three stipulates that 
“the press is free and freedom 
of expression is guaranteed in 
words, photography, painting 
and any other means of ex¬ 
pression and media.**. _ The 
word “printing was added; 
and the article now coven 
"press and printing*’—«n tor' 
poramt stipiiiatiott: covering 
the'Wbridof journalists; 

“The committee also en¬ 
dorsed the arti&le wMch pcr- 
mits,- journalist* to .'keep the 
/confidentiality of their sources 
unless they decide To repeal 
them.” KbartfisBeh said. : 

Lawyer K bira bshoh told 
The Star rha^Wj^alfleia 
wHI not pasr suqf TaW Vfttictl 
restricts tire. 

dom of totprciii^h r ' wmd»--li 
recognised ItfArfytinlydbmtt- 
cfatlc couhfiy. Discusidons 
on the draft wftl carry on tin* 
til early next tWrekJp 


Vicat)M 




no, not victe^.yi.<? 

Vic Kotmv an interna-. 
tiott&Uy recognizedsfcgeiy 
dancer rod entvrtato&is: 
now giving Adimad ^a 
taste of hk Internatidnal 
style. 

Tbe toterruMotetiy 
acChfaned South AfrtCta 
has recently untoed- in 
Amman from Cairo 
where he was eafotmSig 
hundreds of loyal fans On 
a nightly bosk. Perform-; 
fare his famous routine*' 
Vfc H bound-re “eapfed e? t 
hi Amman!; . .1 

Now .perforating. "at' 
Piano Piano, hr the Sbera-. 
ton Entertainment Ceri-' 
ter, Abdons. Vic Is help¬ 
ing to promote / . tbe imiq 



atmosphere of Piano Piano. toXtmnan: .; <£.'v.»?S2s3S 
A night at PiauoPfcmo meTOs 
drink In a five star 

edly rear to on believable heights wfCh. dtt\S 
KDtzen. . v ; - r'-- : : 

Vic fe hanpy to be AmntaprreMMfcrfri 
tire people, ire has realized his new imhldtW&.toi 
dty! Sowtsnonglyiwdixtfne^ 

tiou stPtftnoPiano. to check „ _ 

to fire firbtdous 1 rbfce hi Vte 
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For the 
Record 


- Cairo meeting for 
- Barcelona process 
CAIRO (Petra)—A roundtable 
meeting for members of tbe 
Bjtijeelqpa process-was held at 
tlie ’Egyptiah Foreign 'Ministry 
last week with the participation 
of Jordan, Egypt, Tunisia. Alge¬ 
ria, Morocco, Lebanon, Syria. 
Palestine* Mauritania and 
L!by£ The meeting aims to 
create a free Arab-European 
hade zone and greater Arab 
cooperation. The meeting was 
the fifth of Its kind. 


Minister of tourism holds 
press conference 
USA (Petra)—-Minister of 

Tourism Aqel Beltaji said this 
week that his recent visit to 
USA came about from an invi¬ 
tation from tire Ramallah Club, 
following a speaking engage¬ 
ment at their annual meeting. 
Beltaji affirmed in a press con¬ 
ference that daring his visit he 
discussed with Mrs Suzanne 
James Baker the preparations 
for the International Peace Con¬ 
ference, due to be held in Jor¬ 
dan with tire participation of 
aboht 3,000 people. Beltaji said 
also that he discussed with tbe 
American Tourism and Travel 
Agents Society tire preparations 
regarding their forthcoming 
conference, due to be held 
between 14*18 October this 
year. Her Majesty Queeii Noor 
will be tbe main speaker. The 
minister also discussed with tire 
president of American National 
Geographic Society tire prepar¬ 
ations regarding the Jordanian 
fidTi due to be opened by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Zar* 
vath El Hass an in December. 


King confers medal on Bel¬ 
gian ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra)—His Majesty 
King Hussein conferred on the 
outgoing Belgian ambassador 
in' Amman thebtiqlal (Indepen¬ 
dence) medal of tire First Order 
at tire end of his tenure in the 
Kihgdom. FOrdgn Minister 
Jawad Anani presented tire 
medal to the ambassador 



— 

Clinton 
MAYO CLINIC (Petra)—His 
Majesty King Hussein, cur- 
rently staying at tire Mayo 
Clinic, received a jihone call 
from the V s President Bill 
Clinton who inquired after tire 
King’s health. His Majesty also 
received a similar phone call 
from US Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright in which 
she inquired after the King's 
health and wished Him contin¬ 
ued good health. 






Anani visits Palestinian 

areas 

RAMALLAH (Petra)—Deputy 
Prime Minister for Develop¬ 
ment Affairs and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Jawad Anani 
made a short visit to the Pales¬ 
tinian controlled areas last week 
during which he relayed a letter 
from HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san the Regent to Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat. The 
letter focused on the latest 
movements to revive the peace 
process. In statements to report¬ 
ers before heading for Ramal¬ 
lah, Dr Anani said President 
Arafat had telephoned Crown 
Prince Hassan to brief him on 
the results of his recent visit to 
China. The Foreign Minister 
was officially received, in 
Ramallah by a number of senior 
Palestinian officials and Head 
of tbe Jordanian Representation 
Office in Gaza. Anani also held 
discussions with the Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu in West Jerusalem. 
The talks focused on ways of 
pushing the peace process for¬ 
ward. Mr Anani conveyed to 
Netanyahu tire Jordanian lead¬ 
ership's assertion that peace 
with tire Palestinians should be 
a priority. He expressed Jor¬ 
dan's keenness to push the Pal- 
esrinian-lsraeli negotiations for¬ 
ward to achieve a just and 
comprehensive peace. “Our 
meetings with bom tire Palestin¬ 
ians and Israelis shows that Jor¬ 
dan supports the peace process 
and should pave the way for the 
final status negotiations." he 
added. Mr. Netanyahu on his 
part commended Jordan’s role 
m acbleving-the Hebron agree¬ 
ment 
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Tawyhi results Friday . 

■ Minister of Education - :Mohammed Haiudan -will’ 
announce the Tawjihi results this Friday. 24 July. This 
wiJJhe done at a news conference held in. the Ministry 
building at 930am. 

Postponed . - - ■ 

■ President of the tofocmation Committee for the 
National Conference to Resist Unemployment", Dr 

Zahair Al Kayed, said that the conference will be delayed 
for one month. It was due to start on 16 August, however, 
he s tres sed that it was being'pat off for one month.to give 
me private sector a chance to prepare. He says that the 
date is yet to be fixed, but the event will take place undbr - 
royal patronage. 

No changes in Brotherhood policy 

■ With elections to the Shiva Council out of the way it 
appears that it will be back to the grindstone for the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood. 

Although the doves have 
been marginalized, leav¬ 
ing the way open for the 
moderates arid' the 
hawks, it appears that 
things are getting back to 
normal, at least on the 
home policy front. The 
re-election of the Over¬ 
seer of the Muslim.. 

Brotherhood,' ' ! ' Abdel 
Majeed . Tbuneibat, 

.means that policies mid 
agendas will more -or 
less stay die same. What ' ... . .. 

is important .for the anunewat 
Brotherhood is their long '• 

awaited meeting with His Majesty King Hussein. Besides ■ 
this, political observers are wondering whether they would 
be willing to re-enter the country's democratic institutions 
and join the goveipnent -. 

Lietb Shbdlat 

■ The-Court of Cessation upbeldthedecision of tfae Scate 
Security Courtto imprison Lieth Sbbealat for a nine ' 
month sentence. Shbeilat, an opposition figure, arid .a for¬ 
mer President of the Jordan Engineers Association was 
charged with inciting riots in Mean last February.- - 

Ministerial calm! ' 

■ The tiff between the Minister of Interim; Nartrir Rashid 
and die Minister of Fmance Sulieman Al Hafez appears to 
be a storm in "a tea cup. • t 

Mr Rashid says dtat .be ; 
isn't remotely drinking- 
of resigning from the . 
government. He said that 
we speak as one govern¬ 
ment and that the objec¬ 
tive is to serve the higher 
interest of the nation. ■ 

However, the tussle was 
about • financial matters 
relating to the last parlia¬ 
mentary elections. He : 
said foot the finan ces 
from the last elections 
are still outstanding, and . .7T 
that employees who • - 

dealt with the elections’ 
adnnmstration have not been paid yet • 

Conference postponed • 

■ Just when it was about to start, it was hurriedly put 
off. “The role of the, professional association in democ¬ 
racy and civil society", a seminar which was due to 
start last Tuesday was postponed. Officials in the Pro¬ 
fessional Associations (PA) said that they would- need - 
more time to decide whether they could take part; At . 
the heart of the dispute is the Konrad Adenauer Founda¬ 
tion and the Al Urdun Al JadidStudies .Center. PA lead¬ 
ers say that they want more information aboat the'orga¬ 
nize!* who they fear have “outside links". Director of. 
Al Urdun Al Jadid Hani Al Hourani said that his center, 
and the Konrad Adenauer Foil ndationi. had long been 
the targets of accusations of aorrnal iz ation with Israel, 
something which he strongly denies. 

Trnency in Zerqa ' ' _ ‘ 

■ A recent study by.the head of die Planning Division 
in the Education Directorate of Zerqa, found that the 
level of truency in that part of the world is becoming a 
worry. He suggests that 94 out of every 10,000 pupils at 
primary level either leave school or play truenL The - 

number of pupils at primary level is 125^77. 

political pluralism 

■ Sneaker of the Lower House of Parliament Saad. 

HaveJSrouT stressed Jordan's keenness to enhance die : 
democratic process in the couafry. la . 

the visilins President of the Labdo^based ArabOrgan- 

Rights. Dr Ahfcl Hussein SwC. 
c7nnr exmessed Jordan's support for the organization, . 
its efforts in the field of human rights. He asserted 
of exchanging fiel<Tvisits whh s ytswjo 
fo!nSgcooperetion between the two parties. Mr , 
S commended Jordan’s democratic process, as 
wc?l afthe political pluralism .winch prevails in Jordan. 

^Tb^AlgeriaTambassador in Jordan’ Hameed Shu- 
heira saS th« the Algerian government s inrtiatnje tp. ; . 
^11 the UN General Secretary to form; a group of digm- .■ 
SJLf 0 finternational repute to-vis* Algma comes . 
t 3 ™-? ?L fr^nsnarencv policy followed by the govern-; 
within the E this. week, Shubeirasaid-v 

^"^AfoSangovernment has nothing to hide and: , 
that the Afe*" ® Algeria has chosen the path of 
ihis ,maa ^ v lE^ anibasS adof welcomed the nomination 
democracy- Minister Abdul Kareem 

of foiroer this group. Shubeira affirmed. 

Kabanu as mssAer or or fact 

that the group wtiJ b allowed to make con- 

*“-■ * 
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King Hussein well, waits for results 



AMMAN f Petra j— His Majesty King Hussein sent a letter to His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan the Regent. Monday, explain*- 
ing his current medical condition and assuring him and all Jordanians 
that he is feeling better and is in high spirits. 

The letter said lhat the medical team at the Mayo Clinic have diag¬ 
nosed His Majesty's ill health to Lymphoma, although they added that 
they have to wait until next Tuesday to receive the full results of the 
histopaihology tests conducted this week . 

The reason for the medical team's uncertainty at this stage. His 
Majesty said, is that although the symptoms and examined Lymph 
node all point to Lymphoma, there is no compatibility between the 
cells being tested—leading experts believe that it could be something 
else. 

His Majesty added that the peripheral blood picture is better than 
before despite a severe decrease in the neutrophil and platelet count 
which has not improved since His Majesty’s arrival at the Mayo Clinic 

If this condition is confirmed next Tuesday, His Majesty said doc¬ 
tors will begin an immediate programme of chemotherapy—but that 
they prefer to await the full results of the tests before resorting to 
chemotherapy, as this might negatively affect the neutrophil and plate¬ 
let count. His Majesty said his general condition is better. He added 
that the Mayo medical ream are working diligently in cooperation with 
specialized units within the United States, and that President Clinton's 
private physician has also been placed at His Majesty’s service. Mayo 
Clinic doctors say that the favor has been brought under control. 

The King assured the Crown Prince and his beloved family, that his 
morale is very high and that he is generally feeling better, and he sent 
his best wishes to all the people of Jordan. 

Prince Hassan also sent a message to the King and Queen Noor con¬ 
veying his greetings and best wishes as well as those of Princess Ser- 
vaih and the Jordanian people. The Prince said “We pray to the 
Almighty lhat the results will be as reassuring as we always hoped for. 
and that you will return to us well and healthy. 

The King's scheduled visit to France has been postponed. However. 
Royal Court Chief Dr Fayez Khasawneh, met French President 
Jacques Chirac, Wednesday.® 


Tussle over 'national conference’ 

continues unabetted 


; By Ibtisam Awadat 

Star.Staff Writer 

: THE CALL for a ‘National 
Conference-for Salvation and 
Reform' (NCSR) surfaced 
'after, some opposition parties 
decided to boycott the 1997 
parliamentary - elections— 
raising fears of a curtailment 
in freedom of speech. With 
die aim of defending individ¬ 
ual and collective rights, 
political parties of all persau- 
sions, professional associa¬ 
tions, and respected individu¬ 
als (known collectively as the 
'powers of reform’) began 
calling for the establishment 
of an executive committee to 
help organize a National Con¬ 
ference (the only other 
National Conference took 
place in 1928, after the dec¬ 
laration of Transjordan): 

. An executive committee 
was duely formed, and Dr 
Abdelatif Arabiyat, the 

appointed secretary general, 
said whilst , summarising the 
aims of the conference, “eve¬ 
ryone has the right to express 
and present a reform pro¬ 
gram.. This is especially rele¬ 
vant today following the gov¬ 
ernment’s current policy of 
restricting freedoms. Oar 
agenda is to look at political, 
economic, social, reform and 
- restructuring issues." 

The government is 

opposed to this movement, 
and the Minister of. Interior 
Natheer Rasheed was 

reported as saying, “We (the 
Ministry) will deal with it 
(the National Conference) 
when the executive commit¬ 
tee presents its application to 
hold the"event." Dr Arabiyat 
condemned the government 
. opposing stance, as the con¬ 
ference aims to bring out the 
best in -the country. Regard¬ 
ing the Ministry's request for 
registering the conference. Dr 
"Arabiyat Commented that “all 
the participating parties have 
been given legal authorisa¬ 


tion already, so any committee 
or activity affiliated to them 
has to be automatically 
approved. We don't need 
authorization; only permission 
to hold the conference on a 
national scale." 

Some members of the exec¬ 
utive committee attribute the 
need for a National Confer¬ 
ence to other factors. Dr 
Saeed Thyab, secretary gen¬ 
eral of the Popular Unity 
Party (PUP) said, “The politi¬ 
cal situation in the 
region—Tsrael/Tiurkey/Jordan 
alliance at the expense of a 
united Arab stand—calls for 
this meeting." He pointed out 
that there are other political, 
economic and social factors 
at play. ‘The nation's deteri- 
oting economic condition, the 
increase in unemployment, 
and the rise in number of peo¬ 
ple living under the poverty 
line,” Dr Thyab said. 

The mechanism for orga¬ 
nizing such a conference 
began when the executive 
committee sent invitations to 
150 different societies: a pre¬ 
paratory committee was then 
elected on 13 June 1998. The 
executive committee contains 
34 members and represents 
all the political parties. In 
addition to the opposition. 
Brotherhood and Al Mostaq- 
bal parties, the committee 
includes individual women, 
student unions, and work 
associations. There were 
rumors of a split in the execu¬ 
tive committee, with the Isla¬ 
mists dominating the confer¬ 
ence and its committees. 

“The PUP suggested a 
shared, leadership instead of a 
single president and two dep¬ 
uties, but the majority chose 
the second option." Dr Thyab 
continued. 

Dr Saeed Abu Meizar, for¬ 
mer president of the Dentists 
Association, provided another 
reason for holding the confer¬ 
ence. “It’s a fact lhat most 
political parties in Jordan suf- 



com 


fer from a lack of facilities. 
Our headquarters are not 
large enough to absorb the 
different meetings. 

Only the Islamic Action 
Front has sufficient space," 
Abu Meizer commented. He 
went on to say that the draft 
press law—aimed at restrict¬ 
ing the freedom of expres¬ 
sion—and the stalemate in 
the peace process were rea¬ 
son enough to set up a 
National Conference. "We 
need to make a firm stance 
against all attempts to violate 
our independence," said Dr 
Abu Meizar. “Our political 
stance needs internal reform; 
we need to activate the arti¬ 


cles of the Constitution and 
to guarantee the indepen¬ 
dence of boih the legislative 
and judicial authorities from 
the interference of the execu¬ 
tive authority." he continued. 

After a two year effort, the 
National Conference was due 
to take place at the end of 
this month. However, this 
date has been postponed, as 
further discussion is needed 
on the possible content of the 
conference. 

“We hope the government 
. understands our goals for the 
conference and that it will 
respect our right of expres¬ 
sion." Arabiyat continued. ■ 
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Our Say 


US, UK relent at last 

NEWS THAT the United States and Britain are now willing to allow two 
Libyans accused of blowing up a Pan Am flight over the Scottish town of 
Lockerbie in 1988—which killed 270 people—to stand trial in The 
Hague, is an important and much awaited reversal in position by the two 
countries. Since 1992 Libya has been under UN sanctions for refusing to 
extradite the two men, accused of direct involvement in the bombing, to 
be tried in either the United States or Scotland. Libya has always main¬ 
tained that its two nationals will not receive a fair trial in either country. 
Instead, it has offered to deliver the two men to appear before a court in 
a neutral country before an independent panel of judges. 

The LInited States and Britain had rejected any compromise with the 
Libyans, but in recent years the Libyans have been scoring important po¬ 
litical and legal gains in their effort to end the sanctions and reach a deal 
over the Lockerbie issue. The most important of these victories was the 
announcement in February that the International Court of Justice in The 
Hague is ready to hear an application from Libya calling for the suspects 
to be tried in a third country. 

In addition, support for the sanctions was rapidly waning, especially 
since Organization of African Countries fOAC) leaders announced in 
June that they will defy the UN sanctions. Many flew to Tripoli last week 
to visit Libya’s President Qaddafi in an open defiance of the air embargo. 
Libya’s position was even endorsed by representatives of the victims' 
families, some of whom visited Tripoli recently and met with Libyan of¬ 
ficials. With the sanctions slowly crumbling, Washington and London 
grew increasingly isolated and it was time that both agreed to reverse 
their position and get the legal process of putting the two suspects on 
trial moving. 

The trial at The Hague, once it takes place, should finally expose the 
truth about what really happened to Flight 103 and about Libya’s in¬ 
volvement in that disaster. An agreement on the venue should also pave 
the way for an immediate lifting of sanctions against the Arab country. It 
is ironic that after more than seven years of refusing to give the Libyan 
offer the benefit of the doubL the US and Britain should suddenly shift 
their position. One wonders if the motives behind the intransigence, of 
both countries had anything to do with serving justice and the victims of 
the Lockerbie t.agedy in the first place. ■ 


tart-Rangers guard a street Jut 
jftjgy* removed barricades and lutr, 
the streets of the area. A Sind pro 
1 cesman said that a. search.for 
ity's most wanted people will b 
More than 70 people .have A 
month in Karachi in ethnic, s 
Optical violence. • • 
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J Dr Nabii El-Sharif 

j WE ARE indeed an ungrateful society, 
j We do not clearly appreciate the fact 
that we are probably the only people 
who can actually see and smell our wa¬ 
ter before drinking it! 

We do not also express our gratitude 
to the government that has sent us back 
through the time-tunnel to an era where 
people were expected to boil water be¬ 
fore drinking iL 

J The government had indeed given us 
I free passage through the time tunnel to 
physically experience the kind of life 
I our forefathers were living around the 
turn of the century. 

But the government was merciful 
enough not to throw in the added expe¬ 
rience of picking dry pieces of wood to 
make fire for cooking! 

We are indeed an ungrateful bunch of 
people. We do not also appreciate the 
fact that the government is working 
round the clock to introduce a press law 
that would give us a free taste of how 
i things were done at the turn of the cen- 
j tury- 

In that wonderful “age of innocence,” 

! the government decided what the people 
, should read or hear (TV was not invent¬ 
ed then!). The government knew what 
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was in people’s best interests, and it 
acted accordingly. 

Nowadays, there is a spirited govern¬ 
ment attempt to re-create these golden 
days of controlled media. According to 


Rook Review 


the new press law, even brochures that 
explain the function of home appliances 
will not escape the government s watch¬ 
ful eye and its attempt to safeguard our 
noble values! 

We are indeed an ungrateful people, 
for we do not appreciate the fact that 
the government is trying to fend off the 
‘‘conspirators” who talk about a dis¬ 
crepancy” in the figures of our econom¬ 
ic growth rate. The government is try¬ 
ing hard not to waste any time solving 
die matter, but it is making every effort 
to blame previous governments for the 
problem. This kind of bickering used to 
happen before monitoring institutions 
were created. This also gives as a 
glimpse of what things were like before 
the state and its institutions were estab¬ 
lished! 

In other countries, one has to pay 
large sums of money to relive the past 
. or to experience what things were like 
few decade ago. 

Our government is giving us this ex¬ 
perience free of charge!. For this, 
shouldn't we be grateful?! 

The writer, who is the Cheif Editor of 
' Ad Dusiour Arabic daily , is a regular 
contributor to The Star 


Making peace at the 
negotiating table 


The Process: 1,100 days that 
changed the Middle East, by 
Uri Savir. Random House 
$27.95,336 pages. 

Reviewed by 
Jody Dempsey 

THIS IS probably one of the 
most exhilarating, yet one of 
) the most depressing, accounts 
of how Israelis and Palestinians 
I sat down together at the nego- 
I dating table to make peace. 

It is exhilarating because Uri 
Savir, then director-genera] of 
Israel’s foreign ministry and its 
chief peace negotiator, is the 
first to give a blow-by-blow ac¬ 
count of how both sides came 
to respect each other in a bid to 
end decades of mutual hatred 
and conflict 

But it is extremely depress¬ 
ing because Savir shows how 
the fate of die peace process de¬ 
pended on very few people. He 
admits the main (Labour party) 
protagonists, the late Yitzhak 
Rabin, Shimon Peres and him¬ 
self failed to get the message 
across to a wider public that if 
the process failed, Israel would 
have neither peace nor security. 

The story opens in May 1993 
when Peres, then foreign minis¬ 
ter, asked Savir to visit Oslo. A 
week later, the young diplomat 
was in a secret mountain re¬ 
treat. a guest of Teije Larsen, a 
Norwegian social scientist and 

• head of a peace institute. 

For months. Larsen had host- 
! ed secret unofficial talks be- 
; tween Yair Hirschfeld and Ron 
i Pundak (two Israeli academics) 

' and three Palestinians, includ¬ 
ing Abu Ala. a close friend of 
, Yassir ArafaL But Rabin reck- 
[ oned the time was right to 
make die talks formal. The So¬ 
viet Union, once the patron of 
. several Middle Eastern coun- 
1 tries, had collapsed. The Gulf 
war had weakened Arafat And 
Rabin and Peres, who disa¬ 
greed on many things, agreed 
that Israel could no longer con- 

• tinue to occupy the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Ending that occupation 
, through negotiation was Savir's 
- task. But he soon discovered 
there was a psychological di¬ 
mension as well. He had to re- 



Arafat, Peres and the late Rabin in happier times 


move a battery of prejudices he 
held about the Palestinians, 
about his own people, and 
about Abu Ala, who, over the 
1,100 days, was to become his 
negotiating partner andfriend. 

The first sense that the peace 
process was as much mental as 
political came on the evening 
of Savir's first night in Nor¬ 
way, shortly after Larsen had 
introduced him to Abu Ala as, 
“your enemy number one.” 

The dapper, shrewd Palestin¬ 
ian asked Savir why, given Is¬ 
rael’s military might, it viewed 
the PLO as an existential threat. 
”1 reflected briefly,” writes Sa¬ 
vir. “You are a threat, because 
you want to live in my home. 
In my bouse.” 

“Where • are you from?", 
asked Abu Ala. 

“Jerusalem.” I replied. 

“So am . I,” he continued, 
sombrely. “Where is your fa¬ 
ther from?” 

“He was bom in Germany.” 

“Mine was bona in Jerusalem 
and still lives there.” 

"Why don’t you ask about 
my grandfathers and their fore¬ 
bears. I'm sure we can debate 
the past for years and never 
agree. Let’s see if we can agree 


about the future.” 

Thar is whar Savir and Aba 
Ala did over the next 1,100 
days, focusing on bow Israel 
could hand over land to die Pal¬ 
estinians in exchange for peace. 
Rabin, Peres and Arafat were 
kept informed at all times. 

The PLO leader was an un¬ 
predictable negotiator, waty of 
bequeathing too much power to 
Abu Ala. While the Israeli side 
came prepared to all sessions, 
set the ageada and was backed 
by a team of lawyers, the Pal¬ 
estinian side was disorderly. 

Arafat only started getting 
his act together after he signed 
the Declaration of Principles 
in September 1993, id winch 
Israel and the PLO mutually 
recognised each other. That 
also paved the way for the 
1995. Interim Agreement, 
which granted limited autono¬ 
my to parts of the West Bank 
and Gaza until a final settle¬ 
ment. 

Arafat had one goal the re¬ 
turn of land to create' a Pales¬ 
tinian state. Yet throughont 
those 3.500 hours of negotia¬ 
tions. Peres never told Arafat 
how much land be could ex¬ 
pect after Israel withdrew 


. ■ • > ■ 
v /. ,v. 

from the Wcstj Ban k.g~ ,-T 

elect- 

ed prime minister twd-. yems 
ago after iiupiihg'oncof .the. 
most vfenomoiis campaigns-in 
the country 'Sanatory; said-the 
Oslo arxordijposed a “danger 
to theexistence.,of Israeli: It 
was “an act ofespnrmder-” But 
Savfrreveafstij^Labqur nev-? 
er comptomisedpn security. • 

Yet ^tftiiie Rabid and Peres 
were tough negotiators, they 
always kept die door open be¬ 
cause they believed that the 
peace process had to be nur¬ 
tured and encouraged. Even 
during die worst • mo¬ 
ments-—Rabin’s assassination 
in. November 1995 -by an ex¬ 
tremist Jew who opposed the 
peace process, or the Hamas 
suicide bomb attacks the fol¬ 
lowing spring—-Peres kept 
talking to ArafaL Savir- be¬ 
lieves it was that dialogue and 
trust which sustained-the pro¬ 
cess. 

None of that exists today, 
which bodes IB for Is¬ 
rael’s—and the re- 

gion's—prospects for peace 
and security:- Once a g ain , the 
left is failing to put this mes¬ 
sage across! 


Lurie’s NewsCartoon 




$ 


(NEWSMM Gimon will visit Russia in September and meet with Yeltsin. He wfi also visit India, Paldstan, Bangladesh and Malaysia in November.} 


PARIS—The visit of Res¬ 
ident Assad to France was 
a surprise for a number of 
reasons. Assad is not a ha¬ 
bitual traveler, and very 
rarely leaves his country. 
President Jacques Chirac, 
meanwhile, does not usu¬ 
ally meet heads of state at 
the airport, or at the bot¬ 
tom of the stairs of the El- 
ysee Palace. 

The visit was reported 
at length in the Arab 
world and in Israel, and 
the motivation behind the 
trip for both presidents has 
been painstakingly ana- - 
lysed. 

For President Assad, the 
trip was aimed at drum' 
ming up support for Syr- 
- ia’s application for an as 
sociation agreement with 
the EU. The traditionally 
pivotal role of France in 
the EU is an opportune 
place to lobby support for 
the Syrians, who want to 
open up their economy to 
the world market and inte¬ 
grate into the international 
. firian.rTat system. 

Predictably, and prob¬ 
ably not to Assad's lilting, 
die peace negotiations 
ha ve featured strongly i a 
the visit! The.-Lebanon- 
fcraeli peax track took up 
~ a lazge£hare of the discus- 
sk>hs- 

‘\JRjt Resident Chirac, 
die ..visit of. the Syrian 
president provided further 
encour agem ent for France 
to reenter Middle East 
jjpB^cs. President Chirac 
is^&eJang a'large ’ role ..in 
the area enhancing the po¬ 
sition of bis own country 
and thus bringing a reluc¬ 
tant EU into the process. 

France has shown a dis¬ 
tinct distaste of Mr Netan¬ 
yahu's policies, yet re¬ 
mains an ardent supporter 
of die peace process. In 
concentrating on the Leba¬ 
nese-Israel - peace track, 
France has an ideal oppor¬ 
tunity to become a peace 
broker in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict 

For Chirac, there was 
another issue on the agen¬ 
da; that of ex-Nazi fugi¬ 
tives who have been resid¬ 
ing in Syria for some time. 
The nature of tins is un¬ 
clear. On the one band, it 
provides a reconciliatory 
gesture to' Israel from an 
increasingly critical 
Ranee. At the same time 
it is an assurance to the 
various-Jewish groups in 
France that the criticism of 
Israel does not entail any 
anti-Semitic tones. 

All in aU, the immediate 
consequences of the trip 
serves . both • presidents 
well, giving them both a 
high public relations pro¬ 
file. 

In the long-term, how¬ 
ever, it is hoped that both 
presidents will have 
learned from the experi¬ 
ence. 

Resident Chirac. wifi 
have to learn that die EU’s 
economic strength does 
not always, translate to po¬ 
litical strength as well. He 
may be in luck in this in¬ 
stance, as it is the Syrian 
president .who is seeking 
support for an EU associa¬ 
tion agreement—the basis 
of which is undoubtedly- 
economic. y Thb- 

arnount of political mile* 
age gained by Mr Chirac 
will depend on. how many 
concessions be'can extract 
from the Syrian president. 
Assad is noL expected to 
become an intrepid travel¬ 
er; rather he has arrived at 
a juncture in his long ca¬ 
reer, and has learnt about 
the - effects of economic 
limitations on the ability 
to make sound political 
decisions, . ■ 

In seeking economic ad¬ 
vantages from Europe, As- 
Md will have to balance 
them against the political 
concessions that wiU be 
^banded of him, as the-- 
negotiations with the EU * 
commence. For a start, the 
Syrian-Lebanese-israelr 
peace track will come un- 
dw. severe pressure. Assad 
will be playing his. usual 
game: extract most yield 
least* . . • 
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® Total lo ans 

financial aid granted by 
toe European Union to 
J?™ from 1977 to 
1997 reached ECU’s. 
329 million ($430 mil , 
hon). These include 
grants and soft loans, 
according to a recent-;. 
study on the economic-.] 
and political coopera-. 
Uon between Jordan 
and the EU-This is in 
addition to other forms 
of financial assistance' 
awarded to Jordan to 
support the economic 
restructuring program 
and provide finance to 
NGO’s, cultural, and 
social'activities;. 




• The Industrial 

Development Bank has 
offered 2456 loans 
worth $ 250 million, 
since it ’was estab¬ 
lished. ■ Loans are 
granted to finance 



developing projects in 



industrial and tourism 
sectors throughout the 
kingdom. 

■ The first Arab “ISO 
9000 Show" ' was 

It 


opened last Monday, 
under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness 
Prince Hassan. Open¬ 
ing the Expo on behalf 
of the Regent was the 



Foreign Minister Dr 

1 ! 

Jawad Al Anani, who 
stressed the importance-- 
of the ISO 9000 cer¬ 
tificates for standards . 
and specifications. 

About 90 companies 
are taking pan in the 

■. 


five-day expo, orga¬ 



nized by Expo Jordan 
Co, from Jordan, Syria, 



EgypCTunisia, Saudi 
Arabia, Palestine, Leb¬ 
anon and the United 

f 

' 

Arab Emirates. So far, 
120 Jordanian compa¬ 

■ z! 

'■# 

fk- 

1 


nies have been ISO 


9000 certified, in 


Egypt, 160 companies.-. 


have been certified, in 



Saudi Arabia, 18, in* 
Oman, 35, in Bahrain, 

4, in Lebanon, 24, lb 
■ Syria, 4 in Yemen and' 

9 in Palestine. ' The 
fot^ number .trf'.'KCf. 
9000 certified compa- ■. 
nies in the Arab World 

! 


is 300. 

■ The Jordan National - 



Insurance .Company. 

j 


generated net profits 
estimated al JD 1.74 
million during the fis- 


* 


cal year ending in 
March, 1998. The com¬ 
pany's annual report 
showed that its total 
premiums reached JD 
10.85 million. Its assets 
were JD 21.08 million 
compared with JD 
20.65 million in 1997. 
Total profits of JD 
600.000 were divided 
among shareholders, at 
12% of the share’s 
nominal value. 
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Deputies and analysts continue 



express outrage over 

rate figures 



By UhamSadeq 

Star Staff Writer 


THE ISSUE of growth rates is 
still the talk of the. town as. it 
was the .'core- discussion 
between the economic t**™ in 
the government and die finan¬ 
cial and Economic Committee 
’at the Lower House: . 

The head of the committee, 
Mr Ali Abu AJ Raghib, 

! briefed the press last Sunday 
'.on the outcome of the discus¬ 
sions to charily the situation. 

Ibis may calm the.outraged 
deputies who have continued 
to condemn the government’s 
economic policies and criti¬ 
cize it for hiding the facts 
from people. 

Mr Abu A1. Raghib said 
that the dialogue between the 
committee and the govero- 
mem was “frank and reflects 
the spirit of responsibility.*! 
The committee has tackled the 
economic restructuring pro¬ 
gram, and other issues relat¬ 
ing to monetary and fiscal 
reforms, such as - loans and 
financial aid strategies. 

However, some analysts - 
argue that the difference in 
growth figures is due to exter¬ 
nal factors such as weak trade 
links with Iraq and the Pales¬ 
tinian territories..They say that 
the UN sanctions imposed on 
2 following the Iraq-Khwait 
Gufr War, and the blocking of 
the Palestinian • marke ts are 
responsible for losses to the 
Jordanian economy. - 
Time has proved,. however, 
that the real cause of Jordan's 
economic problems comes 
from within. Mr Aba Al 
Raghib doesn’t deny this. “It 



Amnunrin 


has become co 


mpletely 

different 


obvi- 


growth figures in the years 
1996 and 1997 is because of a 
decline in construction pro¬ 
jects, processing industries 
and - low tax figures," he 
stated. Nonetheless, he did not 
deny the impact of some 
regional economic and social 
factors that are beyond the 
control of officials and deci¬ 
sion makers. • 

We must not blame outside 
factors for our failure to main¬ 
tain high growth and real eco¬ 
nomic prosperity. Whether the 
economic restructuring pro¬ 
gram has served positively or 
negatively, it is too early to 
say, although there is a ten¬ 
dency at present to stress the 
many negative effects of the 
program. 


Prominent economic ex pen 
Ammad AJ Nammari elabo¬ 
rated, “I think that the contra¬ 
diction in figures is an inevita¬ 
ble result or submission to the 
instructions of the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), 
which always assures us that 
our economy is doing well and 
going on the right track." 

This bright picture soon 
fades when reality is discov¬ 
ered. In the end, these figures 
are the only available evi¬ 
dence that local economic sec¬ 
tors are suffering because of 
this program, as poverty is 
reaching high levels peoples' 
purchasing power is diminish¬ 
ing," Al Nammari maintained. 

He continued to say that 
many experts have repeatedly 
warned the goverraent against 
hiding the truth from people, 
but to no avail. He refined tire 
argument that Israeli measures 
to block our national products 
is the main reason for the 
decline in Jordanian exports as 
the Palestinian markets have 
never been a main target in 
any case. Neither is it worth 
blaming tire Gulf War for our 
diminishing exports to Iraqi. 

“The error lies in the eco¬ 
nomic policies that began with 
the implementation of the pro¬ 
gram,” Al Nammari stated. 
He went on to describe the 
introduction of the free-market 
economy as merely being 
“chaos caused by capital 
output." 

As we pointed out in the 
last issue of The Star, some 
deputies called for the resigna¬ 
tion of the government and 
said that penalties should be 
issued against those officials 



Abu Al Raghib 


USAID sponsors bankers’ 
workshop on micro finance 


A BANKERS' Workshop was 
held on Zr juJy J998 r ar^he 
MarriottgHote],, 
new sustainable microfinance' 
techniques: 'to . commercial 
bankers in Amman. . 

Sust ratable microfi¬ 
nance is the. practice of mak¬ 
ing small, commercial rate 
loans, available to proprietors 
of small,: often single-person 
businesses. Lack of-access to 
credit is frequently the 
biggest obstacle to micro- 
entrepreneurs in expanding 
their businesses, which gener¬ 
ally provide income and 
employment to the lowest 
income groups in a given, 
country. 

The workshop; was the lat¬ 
est in' a series of initiatives in 
sustainable microfinance con¬ 
ducted as part of the AMIR 
Program, a four-year $13.4 
millioa program • funded by 
the United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID).: The AMIR Pro¬ 
’s ultimate objective in 
ield is the development 
of a sustainable microfinance 
industry in Jordan based on 
commercial ' funding and 
sound business practices. Jor¬ 
danian banks would play .an 
indispensable role in achiev¬ 
ing that-objective. • 

While the Jordanian bank¬ 
ing' sector has limited experi¬ 
ence with microfinance, com¬ 
mercial banks the: world over 
have successfully moved, into 
microfinance. Banks in coun¬ 
tries such as Bolivia, the 
Dominican Republic, Indone¬ 
sia and the Philippines have 
instituted microfinance opera¬ 
tions on a commercially sus¬ 
tainable basis by overcoming, 
widely held beliefs that 
microfinance lending was not 
a viable banking activity. 


Bankers unfamiliar' with 
successful microfinance pro¬ 
grams often assume drat sbrell 
loans are risky, expensive to 
administer and represent a 
small potential market 

The bankers in the other 
countries mentioned above, 
for- example, had to be con¬ 
vinced that they could, in fact 
build sustainable, market- 
based microfinance programs 
if they followed certain new 
methodologies, generally 
known as “best practices." 

• The first step in establish¬ 
ing microfinance lending in 
any banking community has 
been to familiarize banks with 
the “best practice” methodolo¬ 
gies which, if. followed 
closely, result in a profitable, 
diversified portfolio of low 
risk loans, such as: 

■ Separate operational units 
dedicated solely to 
microfinance.' '• 

■ Fresh-thinking. well- 
trained staff dedicated solely 
to microfinance. ' 

■ Short-maturity loans. 

■ Rapid response to 
delinquencies. 

■ Timely, ’ well-designed 
loan management systems. 

■ Proactive customer ser¬ 
vice aggressive outreach and 
rapid decision making. 

The Banker's Workshop on 
21 July focused closely on 
the experience of several 
microfinance programs out¬ 
side Jordan, including two 
successful programs from 
Egypt, one of which has been 
implemented by a private 
commercial bank. It also pre¬ 
sented the findings of a recent 
credit demand survey spon¬ 
sored by the AMIR Program 
in Amman, Zarqa and Irbid. 

A brief outline of the 


possible commercial bank 
programs for Jordan, with 
technical assistance, training 
and other assistance from the 
AMIR Program and other pos¬ 
sible sources, was also dis¬ 
cussed at the workshop.* 


involved in releasing the 
wrong figures. There has 
been some speculation, how¬ 
ever. that a cabinet reshuffle 
might take place soon, 
although this has not been 
confirmed. Cynics warn that 
the situation is critical and that 
the government is now strug¬ 
gling with so many dilemmas, 
but particularly over the issue 
of the misleading growth 
figures. 

An angry deputy. Nazih 
Ammarin. stressed that the sit¬ 
uation must not be discussed 
behind closed doors." Refer¬ 
ring to the growth ratios, Mr 
Ammarin told The Star, “We 
don’t trust the government's 
figures, so we called for the 
government to meet with the 
Lower House and put the issue 
on the agenda of the House's 
extraordinary session, but we 
have received no reply." 

Mr Ammarin has called for 
a vote of no confidence in the 
government for misleading the 
people and disclosing false 
results on economic growth. 
“The irony is that the govern¬ 
ment was given the Lower 
House’s confidence on the 
basis of these false figures 
when ,we approved the bud¬ 
get," he said- u , . 

The outraged* deputy shared 
Mr Al Nammari’s view that 
the current situation is the 
product of the economic 
restructuring program, which 


is already taking its toll on cit¬ 
izens. The drastic decline in 
people's purchasing power 
due to excessive price hikes in 
consumer goods, coupled with 
the rise of unemployment and 
poverty throughout the king¬ 
dom are a direct result of the 
program. 

Taking an objective view of 
the situation. Mr Ammarin 
stated, “1 don't exempt the 
Lower House deputies from 
sharing the responsibility with 
the government. We have to 
admit that we failed, as depu¬ 
ties and as a government.” 

He continued to say that all 
of the economic laws which 
have been approved so far will 
lead to the destruction of the 
country, both economically 
and socially. Among the 
approved acts being ham¬ 
mered by the deputy is the 
cancellation of the Ministry of 
Supply (which is desperately 
needed in the current circum¬ 
stances). Returning to a high 
lending policy is also strongly 
criticized by Ammarin. as are 
several other government 
approved policies. 

Another issue that 
Ammarin contests is the EU- 
Jordanian partnership agree¬ 
ment. which he describes as 
against the welfare of the 
country. “How can we make 
such an incompatible pact 
while our national industry is 
still unable to compete with 
our European counterparts?" 
he wondered. 

Finally, the deputy 
stressed that it is imperative 
to be bold enough to shoul¬ 
der the responsibility of the 
crisis, and deal with all criti¬ 
cal matters more transpar¬ 
ently and open-mindedly in 
future, instead of discussing 
them behind closed doors. 

The Lower House is 
expected to release a report 
on the results of its discus¬ 
sions soon. Reactions to the 
disclosure of the misleading 
growth rate figures have 
been so strong that many 
analysts believe this report 
will be substantia] and that 
immediate action will be 
taken to rectify the situation. 


Arab Bank announced 
its mid-annual results 


THE ARAB Bank group, considered one of the bi 
private banking bodies in the region, recently disclo: 
mid annual results. 

The group's pre-tax profits were $163 million compared 
with $135.17 million in the same time last year. This 
shows a rise of S27.83 million, which equals a growth of 
20.59%. 

The chairman of the AB board, Mr Abdul Majoed Sho- 
man described these results as positive and attributed them 
to appropriate planning and the well-studied expansion of 
the ABs banking operations. 

After tax. net profits were SI25.72 million, showing a 
growth ratio of 15.8% compared with the first half of 
1997. 

The AB's balance stood at S22.9I billion at the end of 
last month. This is against 521.11 billion, at the end of 
June 1997, indicating growth of approximately 8.48%. 

Gross revenues rose from 5262.64 million in [he first 
half last year to $305.59 million, an increase of 16.35%. 

The statement on profits and losses showed that the AB 
group achieved net interest and commission estimated ai 
$260.14 million up to lost June, compared with $231 mil¬ 
lion in the same period last year, up 12.62% 

Trading in foreign currencies brought revenue of 
S20.9I million by the end of last June, compared with 
S 14.84 million by the end of June 1997, a rise of 40.89%. 

Mr Shoman pointed out that AB has expanded its 
investment portfolio in securities by 15.76% during the 
first half of this year, to reach SI.76 billion compared with 
$1.52 billion in the first half of 1997. 

Credit facilities recorded a 9.9% growth to hit $7789-5 
million last June compared with $7087.6 million in June 
1997. 

Fixed assets also increased from $108.45 million in the 
first half of last year to $142.49 million last June, a rise of 
30.78%. 

Clients' deposits rose by 7.66% to reach $11.38 billion 
by the end of last June, up from $10.57 billion at the same 
time last year. The Bank's deposits also went up by 
5.86% to reach $3.18 billion against $3 billion the previ¬ 
ous year. 

The mid-annual report also revealed that the sharehold¬ 
ers rights rose by 12.38% to reach nearly $1558 million , 
an increase of S171 million on last year. 

Paid-up-capita] is estimated at $146.94 million , a rise 
of $62 million the same time last year. Obligatory reserves 
stood at $79.53 million, optional reserves were $196.29 
million and general rescue was recorded af $853.49 
million. 

The Arab Bank has doubled its capital during an 
extraordinary meeting of its general assembly, from JD 44 
million ($62 million) to JD 88 million ($124 million) by 
distributing a free bonus share.® 
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Economic renewal for the Old World 


By Jobn-Thor Dahl burg 


UTRECHT, Nether¬ 
lands—Europe. A continent 
stuck in the past, a son of theme 
park for tourists with well- 
preserved castles and quaint 
customs, right? As for the econ¬ 
omy, it must be about as excit¬ 
ing and dynamic as Poll-Grip. 

Flat wrong—that was then, 
and this is now. In mid-1998, as 
much of once-bot Asia has gone 
stone cold, Europe’s economy is 
plugging along again nicely and 
may be on a roll. 

Indeed, California's exports 
to Europe are surging, helping 
to offset slumping sales to Asia. 
Stock markets in Paris and 
Frankfurt, Germany, and other 
continental cities are setting 
record after record, consumer 
confidence has reached historic 
heights and even unemploy¬ 
ment, an endemic social 
scourge, has dipped recently in 
the biggest economies, Ger¬ 
many and France. 

“Discretionary spending is 
going up and up," reports 
Joroen Sloendregt, 32, a whole¬ 
saler in the canal-laced Dutch 
city of Utrecht who imports 
wooden back rubbers, massage 
oil and bath salts from a Califor¬ 
nia manufacturer. “We're going 
to be one European market, and 


that is going to be a huge advan¬ 
tage for us." 

In the 15-country trade bloc 
officially known as the Euro¬ 
pean Union, where a single cur¬ 
rency will begin to be phased in 
next January, specialists fore¬ 
cast average growth of between 
25 percent and 3 percent this 
year. 

That may not sound like 
much, but given the EU’s $8 


trillion economy 
world’s largest, out¬ 
weighing even Amer¬ 
ica's $7.8 trillion in 
gross domestic prod¬ 
uct), it means adding 
the approximate 
wealth of a South 
Korea in two years. 

The Old World's 
rebound may appear 
even more spectacular 
because of Japan’s 
ongoing recession and 
the deranging of such 
Asian tigers and drag¬ 
ons as South Korea, 
Thailand and Indone- 


(the 


And if anything, the woes of 
many of Asia's, economies and 
Europe's own great ambitions 
are likely to make U.S.- 
European trade even more 
important in the short and 
medium terra, experts say. 

. “If three years ago, people 
were ready to assume nothing 
could go wrong in South Korea 
or Southeast Asia, they aren't 
ready to assume that now." said 


cent of TLT exports at present 
will make up the difference. 

“We’ve already been success¬ 
ful in the Netherlands, in Swit¬ 
zerland. in England." she said. 
“If we are in die stores, people 
will buy." 

Last year, EU purchases of 
U.S. products jumped by 10 per¬ 
cent, more than triple the vol¬ 
ume to Asia, topping $140 bil¬ 
lion. As 11 of the EU countries 


prepare 


it 


Once Asia has an 
effect on Europe’s 
economy , it becomes 
our problem as well. 


jj 


Minco A. van Heezen 
Rotterdam port authority spokesman 
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sia. Around the time such Asian 
markets were becoming the dar¬ 
lings of venture capitalists and 
multinational companies, the 
derogatory term “Eurosclero- 
■ sis"—for Western Europe's 
seemingly eternal economic tor¬ 
por—was coined. 

“Asia become the fashion. 
And fashions come and go, 
don’t they?" quipped David 
Wright, adviser to European 

Commission President Jacques 
Delors. 

As U.S. Commerce Depart¬ 
ment official Paul Bucher 
points out, Europe is still “our 
largest trading partner as a 
region." According to a study 
by the European-American 
Business Council, a private 
business group, the trans- 
Atlantic relationship, although 
marred occasionally by a head¬ 
line-grabbing dispute over 
pasta, canned fruit, movie 
exports or some other trade 
squabble, continues to dwarf all 
others: more than $800 billion 
in two-way investment and 
$411 billion in trade in 1996. 
the roost recent figures 
available. 

And, although President Clin¬ 
ton's recent trip to China spot¬ 
lighted that country's potential, 
the plain feet is that at present, 
the United States sells more to 
Belgium and Luxembou 
($14.1 billion in 1997, 
mg to the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment) than to China ($12.8 
billion). 


Paul E. Atkinson, head of the 
economic prospects division at 
the Paris-based Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development. 

Signs of revival in Europe 
were apparent as early as mid- 
1996, economists say, but it still 
has come as a surprise to many. 

At California's Trade- and 
Commerce Agency, officials 
admit having been amazed at 
first but now believe the trend 
will continue. 

“As Europe recovers and the 
EU comes together to build a 
single market, it’ll become even 
more important to us," said 
Jesus Arredondo, a high-ranking 
agency official for international 
trade and investment 

At some California exporters, 
such as Tender Loving Things 
in San Leandro, that's already 
the plan. The 6-year-old com¬ 
pany racked up $6 million in 
sales last year. 

Since February, Sloendregt 
the Utrecht-based distributor, 
has been receiving and shipping 
the company's signature 
wooden massoger and the rest of 
TLTs line, including foot 
cream and hath sahs, to retailers 
in the Netherlands. 

Twenty percent of Tender 
Loving Things' sales take place 
outside the United States. Pur¬ 
chases have been off recently in 
Asia, though, and international 
sales representative Zora Gastcl- 
umendi hopes a more prosper¬ 
ous Europe, which lakes 35 per- 


to begin the 
switch to a shared 
currency, the euro, 
on Jan. I. views are 
divided on the fall¬ 
out for business. 
But many believe 
the resulting econo¬ 
mies of scale and 
price transparency 
will keep Western 
Europe purring 
along nicely, and 
perhaps even rev up 
the rhythm. 

To make sure 
__ American busi¬ 
nesses get their 
share of the action, the Com¬ 
merce Department last month 
announced more than a dozen 
seminars across the United 
States to dispense advice to 


entrepreneurs and exporters. 

Thirty-five miles southwest 
of Utretch, where Europe-bound 
shipments from Tender Loving 
Things arrive by sea, there are 
signs that U.S.-European trade 
is expanding even more. Last 
year, stevedores in the North 
Sea port of Rotterdam, the 
world’s busiest and the main 
ocean gateway to Europe, han¬ 
dled almost 3.5 million freight 
containers. 

Most of the inbound cargo is 
hitched to trucks or put on river 
barges and sent inland to an esti¬ 
mated 380 million consumers in 
Europe’s hinterlands. 

Hus year, Rotterdam’s traffic 
to and from North America is 
up about 7 percent, estimated 
Minco A van Heezen, spokes¬ 
man for toe port authority. And 
as recession-hit Asian countries 
spend less abroad, he added, the 
number of containers being sent 
back to the region empty is 
growing. Chemicals once sold 
to customers in the Far East and 
Southeast Asia now sit in Rot¬ 
terdam's tank farms. 

“Once Asia has an effect on 
Europe’s economy, it becomes 
our problem as well," van Hee¬ 
zen said. 

According to macroecono¬ 
mists, the United Stales and 
Europe should experience simi¬ 


lar effects from Asia’s crisis. 
But Japan's recession should hit 
the United States, which is more 
dependent on exports to Japan, 
with greater force. 

In the first three months of 
this year, Germany’s economy 
grew 3.8 percent over the same 
period in 1997, the largest spurt 
of the decade. The French rate 
was almost as high: 3.4 percent. 
Unemployment, meanwhile, 
dropped slightly: to just under 3 
million people in France and 4.2 
milli on in Germany. 

However, some analysts still 
aren’t impressed. “What we’re 
seeing is economies coming out 
of recession," said Brace Bal¬ 
lon tine, a Scottish economist 
and senior adviser to the Euro¬ 
pean Policy Center, a Brussels, 
Belgium-based think tank. “The 
big question is, has anything 
changed in terms of fundamen¬ 
tals? The jury is stiD out." 

Some economists believe that 
to unleash long-term growth, 
labor markets in France. Ger¬ 
many and some other countries 
on the continent must be 
reformed to allow employers 
greater liberty to hire and fire. 
The cost of stale health insu¬ 
rance, social security and other 
employer-funded programs, 
they assert, is too high and 
makes companies hesitant to 
hire. 

Europe has other prob¬ 
lems—for instance, a dearth of 
venture capital markets where 
sian-ups can secure financing 
and few fast-growing compa¬ 
nies in the aggressive mold of 
Microsoft and Intel. The euro 
may remedy some of these 
shortcomings. Ballantine, 
though, thinks the real restraints 
on an economic boom lie far 
deeper—in the European 
psyche. 

“In Europe, we don’t honor 
success." said the economist. 

In any event, many ordinary 
Europeans seem to have decided 
that what the German media has 
been prudently calling “Aufscb- 
wung"—“the upswing"—is real 
and will be around for a while. 
An opinion poll published last 
month found 53 percent of 
respondents in eight coun¬ 
tries—Belgium. Britain, France, 
Germany. Italy, Netherlands, 
Portugal and Spain—were opti¬ 
mistic about the economic 
future. That was the first time in- 
memory that optimists outnum¬ 
bered pessimists.! 


LA Thnes-WashingUm Post 
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An Egyptian icon 

ii reate Mahfouz 


stirs up hornet’s nest 

_ _— I . . .. .mi, i ., , ~ r\ . • • i. f.Htkar live. Stratee 


NOBEL laureate Naguib Mah¬ 
fouz. 87. is a household name 
in Egypt and the Arab world. 
The man earned his unique 
fame even before he was 
awarded the Noble Prize for 
Literature in 1988. The popu¬ 
larity of Mahfouz has been 
largely attributed to his mod¬ 
esty as a person and his 
uniquely realistic style, which 
brings him closer to the Egyp¬ 
tian people. 

■ For decades Mahfouz was 
largely seen as an onlooker 
making his own observation 
of society through his fiction. It 
was rare for the Nobel laureate 
to express his views on Egypt's 
political course. Millions of 
tenders all over the Arab world 
were accustomed to enjoying 
the writings of Naguib Mah¬ 
fouz without labling him with 
any particular attitudes. Until a 
yery recently it was difficult to 
tell whether Naguib Mahfouz is 
a Nasserite or a supporter of 
the pro-Sadat camp. 

The Egyptians like lo clas¬ 
sify leading figures as backers 
of the era of Gama! Abdul Nas¬ 
ser, a key leader of events on 
July 23, 1952, or of Anwar el- 
Sadat who led the country to a 
landmark victory against the 
Israelis in 1973 and took the 
initiative to thrash out the first 
Arab peace treaty with the Jew¬ 
ish state. But classification was 
far from the minds of the aver¬ 
se Egyptian when assessing 
Mahfouz, the first Arab writer 
to receive the prestigious 


Nobel Prize for 
Literature. 

But a couple of 
weeks ago Mah¬ 
fouz broke from 
his trade-mark 
incognito persona. 

Memoirs of the 
leading writer, pre¬ 
sented 

recounted by critic 
Ragan Al-Naqaah, 
were partly serial¬ 
ized in a Cairo 
daily, which 
strongly criticized 
the Nasser era for 
the absence of 
democratic rule. 

Mahfouz also 
expressed his res¬ 
ervations on the 
nationalisation of 

the Suez Canal, a 
step which many 
see. as an unmistak¬ 
able error of Nas¬ 
ser's rule. 

In addition, 

Mahfouz spoke of 
those responsible Mahfouz 
for the 1967 defeat 
which still affects 
many Egyptians of different 
ages. 

The era of Anwar Sadat, 
who took over after Nasser's 
death in 1970, was not spared 
Mahfouz's criticism in the 
memoirs, which have sent 
shock waves across all classes 
in Egyptian society. Mahfouz 
touched on the megalomania 
which characterized Sadat in 



his later days, and lashed out at 
the infitah or the open door pol¬ 
icy which has spawned a nega¬ 
tive impact on the social life m 
Egypt to date. 

Such frankness on the part or 
Naguib Mahfouz has earned 
him scathing retorts, both from 
the Nasscrites and the Sada- 
tites. Apparently both camps 
feared that Mahfouz’s popular¬ 


ity might further 
spoil the image of 
the two men. 

Mahfouz was 
blamed for attempt- - 
ing lo underestimate 
all of the achieve¬ 
ments of the July 

Revolution, showing 
, personal hatred of 
! Nasser and for sup- 
I porting the physical 
liquidation of the 
banned Muslim 
Brotherhood group 
during . the rule ot 
l Nasser. 

: In reaction, Mah- 

i fouz told a Cairo 
evening daily .4/ 
Messa recently that 
he does not mind the 
criticisms being lev¬ 
eled at him as long 
as they eschew abu¬ 
sive language and 
steer clear of argu¬ 
ment for argument’s 
sake. 

Challenging the 
misinterpretation of 
his memories. Mah¬ 
fouz dismissed the 
view that he harbours, a per¬ 
sonal “hatred" against Nasser, 
saying that none of his novels 
was banned during Nasser s, 
unlike under Sadat when hw 
writings found publication dif¬ 
ficult . ... 

Mahfouz, also maintained he 
is not trying to revoke the big 
deeds of Nasser but maintains 
his right to mention the nega¬ 


tive strategies adopted during 
rhe Nasser era in thel950s and 
"60s. The prominent novelist, 
however, stood firm on his 
belief that nationalization of 
the Suez Canal was responsible 
for ' many problems which 
could have been avoided bad 
the political leaders hip merely 
waited to restore the strategic 
waterway by legal means, in 
the same manner as China and 
Hong Kong were reunited lost 
year. 

In the same interview, Malv 
fouz did not conceal his antag¬ 
onism towards the Muslim 
Brotherhood, who were partic¬ 
ularly active before the flare-up 
of the July Revolution. Mah¬ 
fouz, however, dismissed 
claims that he had supported 
the physical liquidation of 
Brotherhood activists, though 
he admitted that he strongly 
backed the campaign which 
devastated the organization 
itself and prevented the spread 
of their ideas and beliefs. 

The exchanges between 
Naguib Mahfouz and his oppo¬ 
nents have been the talk of the 
town over the past few days. 
Nevertheless, Egyptians in gen¬ 
eral have been pleased to gain a 
closer insight into the political 
views of the legendary wnter- 
For many, Mahfouz's piercing 
outlook and farsightedness 
makes him a keen eyewitness 
to Egypt's modem history.■ 

Egyptian Gazette 


flammable fluid caught fire but faded to explode. 
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Iran’s 


Survivor recalls horror of 
{bombing, pain of recovery 

r - . . _ r t_ i:<a n ‘“rlicacrpi 


fey Ann LoLordo 

bCCUPlED JERUSA¬ 

LEM—When Shoshana Kat¬ 
sav learned of Sunday s foiled 
terrorist attack in downtown 
•Jerusalem, the horror of the 
suicide bombing she survived 
■a year aso tore through her. 

Screams filled her head. The 
mayhem that followed the twin 
explosions in Jerusalem’s main 
outdoor market flashed before 

her eyes. , 

•. Sixteen people died in the 
attack last July 30; 70 others 
■were wounded. Katsav, who 
was leaving the Mahaneh 
•Yehuda market when [he two 
'suicide bombers struck, was 
one of the lucky ones—but 
-barely. , 

She spent 5 months in the 
hospital, and the rest of the last 
year as an outpatient learning 
to regain use of her battered 
and burned body. Monday, she 
finished her last physical ther- 
hpv session. 


"Everything came rushing 
back to me. the screams, the 
destruction, all the pictures, 
said the 45 -year-old mother of 
four as she sat in the physical 
therapy wing of the Hadassah 
Hospital at Mount Scopus. “I 
was very emotional." 

When rescue workers pulled 
her from the smoldering debris 
of the market bombing last 
year, Katsav had a fractured 
right arm, injuries to her head, 
second and third-degree burns 
on her face, chest, back and 
legs. The initial prognosis was 
not good. 

"Ninety-nine percent of me 
was already up in heaven, and 
only l percent was on the 
ground.” Katsav said, recall¬ 
ing her doctor s assessment. 
“Oily now people are starting 
io tell me what happened 
because I’m not ready to hear 

itall." . , . 

When Katsav thinks about 
rhe two suicide bombers, she 
says quietly. “I hare the people 


who did this, but that doesn t 
include all Arabs. One of the 
doctors who took care of me 
was an Arab. He did every- 
thina to save me.” 

Dr Sal ah Odallah is rhe chief 
anesthetist and co-director of 
the intensive care unit ot Jeru¬ 
salem's Shaare Zedek Medical 
Center. For the first three 
months of her recovery, she 
was in a medical-induced 
coma because of the severity 
of her injuries. 

Odallah, 38, who was born 
in Arab East Jerusalem, said 
Katsav couldn’t breathe on her 
own initially and was sedated 
and placed on a mechanical 
ventilator. 

Katsav underwent several 
surgical procedures. Once her 
condition stabilized, she was 
taken off the sedatives, he 

said.. . 

Odallah spoke several umes 
a day with Katsav’s family, 
detailing her treatment and 
condition. "I told them if she is 


still alive after three or four 
days, the prognosis would be 
better. The very difficult days 
were the first ones.” he said. 

Odallah made arrangements 
to have Katsav's 13-year-old 
daughter, Hadass. who also 
was injured in the market 
bombing, transferred to Shaare 
Zedek so the family could 

keep watch over them both. 

From the start. Odallah sard 
the Katsav family knew he was 
an Arab. It never was an issue, 
he said. 

“As a physician you cannot 
have two personalities, to treat 
patients” and sympathize with 
terrorists, he said. “To agree 
with the killers, it is impossi¬ 
ble. You cannot continue to be 
a physician.” 

Odallah, who has worked at 
Shaare Zedek for 14 years, and 
the Katsav family have stayed 
in touch as Shoshana Katsav 
underwent intensive physical 
and occupational therapy. 

Katsav considers the last 


year of her life a “disaster. 
She had to learn to wallc agmn. 
batiie and-'dress herself. She 
has regained minimal use ot 
her rieht arm. 

-What I wanted to stress is 
that it was a combination of 
her physical wounds and post- 
traumatic stress syndrome, 
said Tami Yosha. the occupa¬ 
tional therapist who worked 
with Katsav. ‘The rehabilita¬ 
tion takes longer when it 
involves an emotional wound. 

As part of her recovery, Kat¬ 
sav must wear a special elastic 
undergarment known as a 
"pressure gown" to help soften 
and thin her burn scars. Yosha 
said. She may have to wear ttie 
gown for up to two years. 

“My family kept me 
together. The staffs of the hos¬ 
pitals, they are amazing, fan¬ 
tastic people. They, gave me a 
lot of strength,” she said.B 

LA Times-Washmgum Post 
Sews Service 
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show signs 


By Robin Wright 

TEHRAN—Alarmed at wither¬ 
ing revolutionary zeal and 
enraged that their shah was vis¬ 
iting the United Stales, about 
80 students gathered secretly 
on the tree-lined mountain 
paths rhat overlook Tehran in 
thefiill of 1979 to plot a dem¬ 
onstration at the American 
Embassy. It was supposed to 
last three to five days. 

Instead, the sit-in became a . 
pfiHss seizure. And by the time 
it was over 444 days and 52 ■ 
hostages later, die world’s most 
famous student body had pro¬ 
pelled the Iranian Revolution 
Into a new phase, inspired new 
extremist tactics throughout die 
region "anft; ignited ■ a nvah^. j 
with a superpower that has t ■ 
lasted a generation. 

Today, after years out of the • 
limelight, Iran’s students are 
once again taking to Tehran’s • 
streets. Once again, the goal is - 
to correct the revolution’s 
course. And once again, deal¬ 
ings with the United States are 
a part of it This time, however, 
the energy is largely channeled 
in a different directioo- 

“The student movement is 
now trying to create a peaceful 
space with emphasis on dia¬ 
logue and the rule of law/ We 
want to create a country with 
freedoms for everyone, not j ust 
one sector, and a society with¬ 
out harshness," said Ali Reza 
Taheri, one of six leaders of the 
influential Office for Islamic 
Unity, this country’s largest 
and most significant student 
group. “We want to correct the . 

mistakes of the past, not repeat 
them,” he added. 

More than any other sector 
of society. Iran’s students are 
now redefining the revolution. 
Mohammad Khatami, the new 
reformist president, may be the 
symbol of change to the out¬ 
side world. But at home be is 
merely the byproduct of a polit¬ 
ical phenomenon spearheaded 
by Iran” youth, wh o tod ay 
account for about 65 percent of 
Iran’s 63 million people. _ 

Iran’s young, who begin vot¬ 
ing at age 15, were the biggest 
factor in Khatami’s election 
victory last year. And then- 
demonstrations—or mere plans 
for public rallies—-have 
become the front line of Iran’s 
political battlefield between 
reformers and conservatives. _ 

The Office for Islamic Unity 
recently invited former Interior 
Minister Abdollab Nouri to give 
a speech at Tehran. University . 
that turned into a raucous 
rally—and potentially a political 
turning point. Nouri, a leading 
reformer who was impeached 
last month by the conservauve- 
dormnated Parliament, told a 

cheering throng of students that 
the itaiiiuign to force him.out of 
power had exposed die conser¬ 
vatives’ goal of undoing the new 
government by blocking reform. 

^After the vote of no confi¬ 
dence, everything has become 
clear about the position of die 
majority of deputies against the 
govwmqpnt and Khatami,” he . 
said to roaring chams of support . 

Noon's authorization of sev¬ 
eral earlier student rallies was 
one reason that 31 members- of 
Parliament called for his 
impeachment. But in a defiant 
twist, within an boor of the no- 
confidence vote, Khatami 
appointed Nouri vice president 
for political development and 
social affairs—code words in 
Iran for reform. 

The student protests have - 
picked op steam, drawing dra¬ 
matic responses and framing 
the country's political debate: 
On March 2, about 3,000 stu-' 
dents rallied at Tehran. Univer- 






sfty’s leafy doWnlawn campus 
to challenge the ^ 

Council of Guardians, a relig¬ 
ious overnight committee, to 
vet political c a n di da tes ’ qualifi¬ 
cations on' moral and ideologi¬ 
cal grounds. The process eluni-. 
nated .- several pro-K hatam i 
candidates for Maitib. 13 parlia¬ 
ment by-elections-T-as well , as 
thousands of candidates m 
national and presidential. polls 
over the past decade. 

Demonstrators charged con- 
- servative .‘monopolists with 
trying to ‘appoint people to 
parliament’ rather than letting 
them be freely elected. In 
rhythmic unison, they repeat¬ 
edly shouted, “Hail freedom!" 

Religious thugs with Ansar-c 
Hezbollah, or Helpas of the - 
Party of God. attacked the 
.crowd. Riot police eventually . 
broke up the clashes, which left 
dozens injured. 

The Office for Islamic Unity 
planned a major protest April 
14 ag&inst the arrest of Iran’s 
reformist mayor, Gholam- 
Hossein Karbaschi, who was 
also the president's campaign 
manager. 

“Wedon’t support Karbaschi 
because he is the mayor. Before 
being a.mayor he is a citizen,, 
and we object to the violation of 
a citizen’s rights," said Maysam 
Saeedi, one of the group’s lead¬ 
ers. In part to prevent the rally 
and its potential consequences, 
a behind-the-scenes deal was 
. struck to release Karbaschi from 
prison until his trial Despite the 
last-minute cancellation, hun¬ 
dreds of students still turned., 
out Again, Ansar militants. 
attacked. Agangclashes ensued. 

Chan ting and waving pic- 
' tnres of the turbaned president.- 
tens„of thousands of students' 
turned out at Tehran University 
on May 23 to mark the first 
anniversary of Khatami’s elec¬ 
tion. It also .became a forum for 
condemnihg conservatives and 
demanding, .further reforms.. 
One group of demonstrators 
shouted for the resignation of 
Iran's chief Supreme Court jus¬ 
tice, who had ordered the Teh¬ 
ran mayor’s arrest. 

Two days later, 2,000 turned 
out ar a rally sponsored by the 
Union of Islamic Students and 
Graduates to demand that 
women and non-clerics be 
allowed to run this fall for the 
powerful Assembly of Experts, 
the group' of 83 clergy mem- 
bos who select' arid can - dis¬ 
miss Iran’s supreme religious 


leader. 

“The purpose of pur revolu¬ 
tion was to allow us to breathe 
in a free atmosphere,” Union 
leader Heshmatollah Tabarzadi 
told the crowd in Tulip Park. 
Ansar thugs responded by pelt¬ 
ing the platform with rocks and 
beating students. Police used 
tear gas to disperse the crowd. 

“Students are the engine of 
change in Iran,” said Tehran 
University political scientist 
Nasser Haitian. “Their sheer 
o umbers give them moo; 
weight than in other societies.” 

Student power has now put 
conservatives on the defensive. 
Parliament, which is dominated 
by conservatives, recently took 
op legislation raising foe voting 
age to IS. Khatami's victory has 
ignited fear that they will be the 
. next to go in elections in 2000. 

. Three days after foe Khatami 
anniversary rally, conservative 
clerics in the religious center of 
Qom organized their own rally 
to protest the behavior of pro¬ 
democracy students. 

State television, run by the 
brother of a'noted conservative 
politician, now calls'for "tran¬ 
quillity” and “composure” 
whenever word of another stu¬ 
dent rally spreads. And recent 
graffiti on Vaii-Asr Avenue, 
the main boulevard running 
• from Tehran's northern moun¬ 
tains to the southern desert, 
charges students with “foment¬ 
ing turmoil. 

The student political spec¬ 
trum covers groups of all sizes 
and with varying agendas. 

• Headquartered in a rundown 
.- house off a Tehran back street 

the. Office for Islamic Unity 
draws together members from 
all of Iran's colleges, universi¬ 
ties and technical institutes. 

It is also the reconfigured 
descendant of the.Students of 
the Imam's 1.™, the group that 
seized the. .US Embassy. But 
times are distinctly different 

• now, students say. 

. “We still have the goals of 
the revolution. But today we 
don’t need to have such revolu¬ 
tionary behavior,” said Taheri. 
who is studying engineering. 
“Our. decisions and actions are 
based on the situation of the 
time, and today we ore looking 
for peace and security, worlds 
wide democracy . and real 
human rights for all people.”® 


l tf 
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By Ann M, Simmons • • 
KADUNA, Nigeria— To 

^ tfae ™N I g«riaiistelli t , the 
people from the North in this 
Wutous West African nation 
«re to blame for the military’* 
long stranglehold on power, 
'jenerals from the mostly con¬ 
servative Hausa and Folaai 
nonhem clans have held 
tightly to control, southerners 
raamtain. draining the South 

or its oil wealth and other 
resources and giving nothing 
in return to its dominant 
Yoruba group and: etiimc 
minorities: 

But in. Kaduna./ once the 
country's northern seat of 
power under British colonial- 
imq, the tale is one of poverty; 
illiteracy and. complaint 
about past regimes led by. 
northern native sons who have 
neglected those sharing their 
heritage, language and pre¬ 
dominately Muslim faith. 

As Nigerians braced them¬ 
selves Sunday for the coun¬ 
try's latest military regime to 
announce its plans for transi¬ 
tion to democracy and civilian 
rote, many northerners were 
openly declaring their hopes 
that the army would make 
way for civilian—and even 
southern—leadership. 

"The people in the North 
can’t see any gain from hav¬ 
ing a northern president,'’ said 
AbduDtadir Balarabe Musa, 
former governor of Kaduna 
state. "By independence in 
1960, the North was at least 
10 years behind the South in 
educational development. - 
Now in 1998, the North is at 
least 40 years behind the 
South. It is the irresponsibility 
of northern- leadership thar has 
created that gap. Let the 
presidency go to the South.” 

So when Nigerian * dictator 
Gen. Sani Abad^ra .northern ; 
Muslim, died last toonth of an 
apparent heart attaefc Niger- * 
ian scholars, analysts, ’and-. ... 
community -leaders' here-' say 7 
northerners—-more thanany-^- 
one—heaved a sigh .of relief. A 
"Abacha was not popular 
here, but the philosophy is’ . 
slightly more conservative' (m -‘ 
the. North) - because-:of g-thie f 
religious- background; - that • 
made it slightly difficalt. to ; 
mobilize people -to fight the. V 
rejfcinaSTAaid 


already had readied die predj- 
. pice before Abacha’s death. 

■ • Last year; 22,000 govern¬ 
ment workers were fired for 
going on strike in demand of 
J>cticr wages, and several labor 
leaders were jailed Produc¬ 
tion at Kadun&'s oil- refinery,' 

one of fopr in the country and 
once the . town's . main 
employer, has collapsed.along 
: with business at scores-of 
. other factories. and textile 
manufacturing companies.' 
Unemployment, in V this 

- grimy, heavily polluted city-is 

■ .-. reported by' numerous sources' 
.. to be at about 90 percent All 

that Kaduna can boast of. res¬ 
idents say with scorn, is iis. 
host of military institutions... 

The Nigerian Defense 
Academy, Army 'Command 
and Staff: ■ College, Army 
School of Infantry, military 
air base and the Nigerian 
army’s 1 Mechanized Divi¬ 
sion are all in Kaduna. ' j 
• “(Average) •• northerners, j 
.haven’t "benefited at aH from- 
a northerner being in power," 
said : AbduHcarim Ibrahim, 

. Kaduna state chairman of the 
National . Public Service- 
Negotiating Councils, a liai¬ 
son. group between 'the gov¬ 
ernment and laborers. “The 
military leaders, only . take 
care of themselves, thar 
wives and their family. Work¬ 
ers have absolutely suffered. 
Military people are looters. 

. They have spoiled the econ¬ 
omy of this country.” 

- The highest monthly salary 
for a state government job is 
just- over - $100. The cash 
crunch has made, jt difficult 
for small traders such as Hus¬ 
sain .fibril' to : earn- a Bring 
because, would-be customers 
cannot afford their products. 

-fibril, who sells plantains 
from a stall on. a busy toor- 

- ooghfare in Kaduna, believes 
his fiveShiood has' gone from 

- bad" to wdrad under military 
. rale . His drily income . has 

dropped during the. past five 
years from $24 to as little as 

$6."-. ■ • :"; : i r-- .-••••• ■ 

■. "We expected Abacha to 
do: for the entire country, hot 
just fOTthe North," said fibril, 
30,; who is from the late gen- 
anTs hometown.. ."Bat as far 
'“ rr — J he didn’t 




of Kaduna-based: Human 
Rights Monitor, adc&ig toat 
the late generaPs corcsoppoit 
came primarily fttmir his owd 
security service and a small 
clique of noftbCm eKteJL.“Tbe; 
death of Abacha was seea ss 
divine intervention. People 
felt relieved because the opin¬ 
ion leaders here thought he 
was leading the country to the 
brink.” , 

The transition program of 
Gen. Abdnlsalam Abubakar, 
Nigeria’s latest northern mili¬ 
tary leader, is expected to 
resolve the five years of polit¬ 
ical turmoil since the nriii- 
raiy’s annulm ent of 1993 elec¬ 
tions that popular southern 
tycoon Moshood Abiola was 
widely presumed to have worn - 

The preliminary vote count 
showed Abiola swept the 
North, including Abacba’s 
hometown, Kano. But the 
business mogul was jailed in 
1994 for declaring himself 
president and died of a heart 
attack this mouth while still in 
custody. 

Government employees. in 
Kaduna state, where an esti¬ 
mated SO percent of the 5.5 
million people live below the 
poverty line, say their lives 


wicrapreaa illiteracy also 
has plagued the North, tradi¬ 
tionally a feudal society and 
long ^considered : the most 
. 'backward region of this coun- 
r> fry of104 ntiHioh. The north- 
'- eraere* Islamic faith made 
them relpdtant to embrace toe 
education being, offered by 
the . Christian missionaries 
rwho flooded toe Souto before 
independence. ' 

■ Little was done by past 
leaders, to . . improve .the 
nation's educational system, 
allowing, the military, to keep 
- its. grip on power but leaving 
the imbalance between North 
and Soiith. in place. Now 
northerners increasingly arc 
. Joining pro-democracy ‘ and 
opposition leaders,, most of 
whom are from toe South, in 
agitating for the military to 
surrender power. ' 

“Generally, people are fed 
-op with the militarysaid 
Yahaya Mahmood. a former 
high court judge, of Kaduna 
state. "Each (leader) has 
brought some of his friends to 
help him steal oar money.”B 

. LA Ttmcs-Waskington Post 
Newsservice 




Jerash Festival Of Culture & Arts 


August 


International Participation 


South Theatre 

26.27/7/98 
8:30 CM. 

Mazowsze Troupe 
Poland 


Sound & Light Theatre 

8:30 P.M. 

► Tales of Grimm Brothers 
Poland 27-30/7/98 
1 ShenZhen Children's Art Ensemble 
China 4 - 7/8/9S 


North Theatre _ 

8:30 P.M. 

fbn Baya Andalusian Troupe ♦ Prague Philharmonic Orchestra 
Spain 2 5.26/7,-9S Czech Republic 30.31/7/98 

Ana Lise Bemsten (Opera Singer) * Crtv Ballet of Londan 
Norway 27.28.7m UK 1.2/8/98 



Artemis Steps 

8:30 RM 
23.24/7/98 

-O.S.C. - Twelfth Night Play 
UK 



7:00- 11:00 P.M. 

* Five Star Circus 
UK/23/7- 7/8/98 

« Sakumoh Troupe 
Zimbabwe / 23/7 - 7/8/98 

* Huskvarna Folkdanlag 
Sweden 23-26 17/98 


* Family International Troupe 

23 - 26/7/98 

* Sofia - Six - Troupe 
Bulgaria/27-31/7/98 

«Izmir Folklore 
Turkey' / 31/7 - 3/8/98 


• Mladost folklore Troupe 
Slovakia 4 - 7/8/98 

Street Of Columns 

+ Artist Hiroko Emada 
Theater Designer & Artist / Japan 



Mazowsze Troupe - pound 

T his is one of the top two troupes of its kind in the whole 
world. The other troupe is Moiseyev in Russia. 

Mazowsze consists of at least 75 members who dance, sing and 
play music, ft was established in 1948 and since then gave over 
5600 performances at home and abroad with attendance of (15) 
million spectators. Th^ performed in (42) countries of the world. 
Mazowsze performs folklore which is artistically transformed and 
stylized to be both modern and historical. 

To attend Mazowsze's shows you live spiritual moments with the 
Polish nation. 



Ana - Lise Bernstin (Opera Singer) - Norway 

A na - Lise began her career in the ear|y eighties in the 
Swedish Royal Opera House in Stockholm. In 1988 
she presented an important work named (Torandout) 
which was a turning point towards establishing her reputation. 

At an age when other singers think to Quit, Ana - Lise seems 
that she just began her career. Famous in Europe, and very 
artistic, jordanian audience will have a chance to see her 
• performance in Jerash. 

Prague Philharmonic Orchestra -checz Repute 

;j W nthe45years or so of its life, this orchestra had established 
I a reputation of great high-leveled performances in the SO 
* concerts or more performed yearly by the orchestra. Prague 
Orchestra plays a variety of classical music like the Barooue. 
Mozart, Beethoven, Hyden and others. It consists of a part of 
. string instruments, wind and brass of flutes horns and 
trumpets plus timpani. The orchestra had visited many countries all over the world. This is the first 
time thgr will be in Jordan. 

The Tales of Grimm Brothers - Poland 

-|| ^Tf' he Tales of Grimm Brothers" is a play of a modern 

I theatrical form tries to transmit to the viewers the 
® most serious truths hidden in classical tales. 

The three actors using simple requisites, changing elements of 
- their costumes and of the epurtain create different stories. Each of 
. the tales (" The Queen and the Player 11 ■ The Goat. UttJe Goats 
• and the Wolf" "UttJe Red Riding Hood") has its own climate, from 
' line to live and funny. Dramatic situations built by simple stage 
. actions inspire the imagination and activeness ofyoung viewers. 

1 During the showtheactors enter in close contact with the public. 

The Family International Troupe 

I s a Commonwealth independent volunteer community 
who believes that sincere and outgoing Jove to 
fellowman can provide the answers to the complex 
problems of society today . They are also known as " 

Heart to Heart u and have previously participated in 
jerash Festival of Culture and Arts in 1994. 1996 & 

1997. Music plays a very important part in their ( 
work and activities, and is a fundamental form of communication in the world today as 
through music people have unity, harmony and love, as well as friendship. Besides 
entertainment. they purpose is to convey a positive message, all their songs are full of 
meaning, with catchy tunes and beautiful melodies, and they have had a tremendous response IV 

from audiences in many countries for their Lively and enthusiastic performances. The group i 

has performed in concerts in many comers of the world from the Far East to India and the | 

Middle East and Palestine. I 
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IBN BAYA MUSICAL 
a. Ensembie-spain 

I bn BAYA Ensemble is made up of Spanish and 
Moroccan musicians. 

Named after the Arab Andalusian musician 
and Philosopher Ibn Baya. the ensemble focuses 
on the Andalusian culture as a culture that 
represents the interaction between Arabs and 
Europeans. The Ensemble has devoloped 
instrumental techniques in this model of music. 

City Ballet of London -UK 

I t is one of the great Ballet troupes in the 
world. Its name was London City ballet and 
when Harold king's Company. London City 
Ballet collapsed in June 1996, The City Ballet of 
London was established instead. In jerash this 
year this troupe will perform Tchaikovsky's 
musical" Sleeping Beauty". 

Original Shakespeare Company -uk 

T his troupe is an established professional theater company 
with the objectives of discovering, exploring and promoting 
the Shakespearean method of producing and presenting the 
plays, and to explore the value of using the first folio text and Cue- 
scripts in order to discover the clues given to the actors by the author. 
This troupe has participated in jerash for the last twoyears. 

In thisyear it will perform the Twelfth Night ty Shakespeare. 

Sakumoh Dance - Zimbabwe 

S akumoh is a community dance project 
consisting of both male and female 
traditional dancers and drummers whose 
aim is to promote an awareness of the African 
Culture a variety of art activities. 

Although it is based in London but it was 
named after Sakumoh River in the greater Accra 
region of Ghana. 

The Troupe is specialized In: 

Dancing and drumming, stoiy teUiing, singing, 
mask and costume making and design. 
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Shenzhen Children's Art 
Ensemble of China 

T his troupe consists of the children of 
Nantou Primaiy School. ShenZhen. 

The program performed by the children, 
is composed of Chinese folk dance, music and 
Chinese kongfu. This troupe has been abroad 
for few times. 


1 Artist Hiroko Emada 

(Theater Designer and Artist) - japan 

W orking with paper, the Japanese Artist Hiroko 
builds up her magnificent world. She Inserts 
her topics and creatures which surprise both 
children and adults. Hiroko was bom in Tokyo and 
■ studied at the University of Tokqy for Arts and Design. 

then she completed her study at Slid School of Fine Arts at London University. The British Art 
Cffiioye describes her talent as a new and Impressive one. She could release this talent up to 
the utmost benefiting from her potentials and creativity based on new alternatives and ideas. 
Now Hiroko is engaged in many fields related to her specialization. In addition to Information 
and lectures at some universities, she is active holding exhibitions at cultural and arts centers all 
over tiie world. She joins certain theaters as a professional designer. Thisyear. Hiroko Emada 
.wfifbe adding a special flavor to jerash activities where two different world encounter- these are 
the world of the stone and the world of paper. This is jerash with its poles/tiles and papers of 
the Artist built like instant dreams. 


Mladost Folklore Troupe - Slovakia 

T his year. Jerash will be receiving this Group coming from 
Slovakia.presentingthe spirit of Eastern Europe. Slovakians with their 
musical instruments and expressive costumes, dances and singing will 
be with us thisyear giving us the chance to explore their distinguished 
arts. The Group was established in 196S. It has fifty members who perform 
singing, playing music and dancing.The Group gathers the colors of its 
spectrum from all over the countiy to produce a rich folklore momentum for 
ferash audience thisyear. Having visited different countries such as Greece, 
Turkey. Hungaiy, Portugal. Brazil, Rajy and France. Jerash will be their latest 
Stop. 

Five Star Circus -uk 

F ive Star Circus returns to Jerash with an 
all star new line up of the best of British 
circus performers. They have trawelled 
the world with their comedy magic show , 
amazing things happen and disappear , but 
don't ask them how it's done ... they don't 
know! 



TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT THESE OUT LETS 


' i • r V . 

k\ 'i • v .iIumi i'.uUMHnl > ttiliriM ll .niipnd ( o.v 

i \ , I’, i- T •:: I.i V:\ rii Ki '•*>•014^ 

V H. i 

! i ''i ii.- I>;:. •!i ■ i:i J <• 


Mcdonalds’, A.Goshdi si;. Td.: 5S5980I 

■ Jerusalem Hotel. Td. 5151321 

Soiling -- busses meednu point 

Departure time from - AO- 6:20 p.m. 

* Qasr Al-Slioq Coffee Shop 

A Aden T'- ! ^IQsn 

* Music Bo\: 

i ulUJtU ,.k.i. . ^ , ■)*} , j 

- 7 m circle. Td. 5X20460 - Sv.eficb. Td. 5S2616S 

‘ Green Meadows Tourism 

- C Town. Tci. 5S1412v - Big Bear stores. Tel. 71667X 

Gardens sir id. 569S184 


Abduun for tourism 

Abdcur. cirdclu:. 592 r /.>04 - 5025.' 
“ Tschc Hotel. Td. 5607! i- 

" Naklilch for Jrau-l & tourism 

Zavkn Tci. 901010 - 906.000 
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Honoring The Winners 

A RECEPTION was held last 
week at the French Embassy for 
the winners of the competition 
‘Lets go to France 98.' 

The French ambassador mode a 
speech commending the strong 
relationship between the two 
countries and expressed his grati¬ 
tude to the Jordanian people who 
supported France during their 
World Cup victory. He then pre¬ 
sented the gifts to the winners. 

Also present at the reception 
were the Minister of Tourism, the 
Vice-President of the Jordanian 
Football Association, and media 

representatives.® 


Samia 


bring art closer to the people 



By Ghassan Joha 

Special to The Star 

11 works of art should aim to involve 
the observer in the art process as a 
whole. Samia Zaru. one of the most 
prominent Jordanian artists today, 
firmly believes this. Consequently her 
work succeeds in bringing enjoyment, 
understanding and learning to her people. 

When you" enter her art workshop near the 
Wasfi Etta! Square (2nd circle), you 
immediately sense her work and the message she 
is trying to convey. Mrs Zaru, bom in Nablus, 
graduated from the American University in 
Beirut and is a post graduate from the Corcoran 
Art Gallery and the American University in 
Washington. 

Her works vary from acrylics to oils on 
canvas, sculptures in metal, as well as weaving 
and collages, all inspired by her homeland and 
the suffering of her people. A lot of Zaru s 
works are embroidery collages of Palestinian 
themes painted on tent canvas. They have been 
shown in over 40 exhibitions around the world, 
and have earned her gold and silver medals, 
along with many awards from Kuwait, Egypt 
Iraq and other countries. 

“When someone looks at a work of art, his 
impressions are formed according to what moves 
their emotions.” Zaru told The Star. Art works 
which are site specific in time can become a land 
mark. An example of this, is Mrs Zaru’s metal 
sculpture of ‘The Family" located near the Haya 
• Cultural Centre. “Such local an works should 
become a trend, as they convey a local spirit in 
time and space.” she adds. The three meter 
sculpture has stood there since 1974. and it has 
become a symbol of motherhood, situated 



Zaru 

appropriately near a children’s centre. 

She stares that Amman has become congested 
with buildings, and that parks and public 
gardens are vital to provide breathing space. It 
would be excellent if they could be landscaped 
with appropriate art work from local artists and 
sculptors—subject to selection process by a jury 
(or committee) interested in Art,” she continues. 

Zaru sees a need to elevate and develop art 
aesthetically by surrounding the observer with 


beautiful things— by beautifying 
empty spaces with sculpture. In 
1989. Mrs Zaru participated in 
the 'Tents and Stones' exhibition 
(undertaken by the UN 
Information Service), which told 
the story of the Intifada. Neery 
Meikonian (from the UNIS) gave 
us her impressions of the 
exhibition. “The captivating 
colors, forms and content of her 
works distinguish her among the 
600 artists participating in the 
biannual exhibition. I find Zaru’s 
art to be timely, pertinent and 
engaging. And I believe such an 
exhibition should break cultural 
and other boundaries, and 
encourage a long overdue 
dialogue." 

Art works must be of high 
quality, contain a spirit of the 
time, and have a local touch 
identifiable to its viewers. "I am 
not preaching the use of heritage 
symbols as a means to affirm this 
identity. This is already done in 
posters. Anyway, art works are 
pieces of art which speak for 
themselves," Mrs Zaru said. 

“This can’t be achieved unless 
there is a great degree of 
involvement and 

belonging—better known as 
honesty." 

“We don’t need to copy other 
people's works of ait. The art direction in 
Jordan is constantly developing and adapting, 
which is a healthy sign, and this is all happening 

without a national art school or movemenu Mrs 

•: lij'tuy. .'a A : 




to search tor an art 
form which will merge 
oar views of Arab 
culture .in a modem 
context. This could 
then be defined 
regionally^ and 
nationally,” 

Zaru. 

She defines tbe- 
artist as one who 
designs, creates and 
Organizes the elements 
of their art using 
imaginative, leaps. 
Using this.as the basis 
for her career' as an 
artist, Mrs Zaru always 
aims to diversify from 
the norm in painting, 
sculpting .and 

designing. “The. artist 
must include 

everything." As for the 
position of- the local 
artist, she made a 
hopeful call. “Local 
artists need to 
participate and share in 
beautifying . ' then- 

country. and we all 
need to support them 
spiritually . .apd 

financially. They" have 
a right to present thtix 
art perspectives, to. the 
people."® * 


Chinese art exhibition 

Dragons and porcelain temples 



By Star Staff Writer 

VISITORS to the Chinese art exhibition, 
opened last 4-eek in the City Hall in Ras 
Alain by the Chinese Ambassador, win 
be deeply impressed with the collection 
of paintings and artifacts on show, both 
the ancient and 

modem. 

There are many 
examples of tradi¬ 
tional Chinese cul¬ 
ture-exhibits of 
dragons and tem¬ 
ples made of porce¬ 
lain. and vivid 
paintings of Chinese 
gods. 

Interestingly, 
many of these exhib¬ 
its are made with a . 

special Chinese sticky material called 
“Allik” which acts as a guard against 
deterioration from humidity. 

The exhibition is rich and presents to a 
discerning public a rare glimpse of Chi¬ 
nese culture. For example, one sketch, 
entitled "Red Palace", from the novel of 
ihe same name, depicts a famous love 



story of two people from different aris- 
torcratic families in the Qing dynasty 
U644-1911). This story has an enduring 
place in Chinese culture, and has been 
acted out on stage, and serialised on tele¬ 
vision. It has featured as a theme in inu- 
merable works of art throughout the cen¬ 
turies, so is particularly appropriate to 
this exhibition of ancient 
and modern. 

Also on display, large 
bells, called “Biang Chong" 
make you feel you are inside 
an old"temple. 

These bells were tradition¬ 
ally used in war and in tem¬ 
ples. and have greatly influ¬ 
enced the development of 
Chinese musical instru¬ 
ments. 

Finally, insects and ani¬ 
mals. delicately crafted in bronze and 
iron, and paintings of great Chinese cit¬ 
ies such as Shanghai, and the Potala Pal¬ 
ace in Tibet are also among the many 
varied pieces on show, and the overall 
impression is of an exhibition offering a 
well-rounded glimpse of Chinese art and 
culture, past and present- ■ 





Exhibitions;- 

■ “The srijali pKtcrcs: 
exhibition” is “bating 
place at tiKvOfphrfy 


ends, on 25. July;7 

■ The Jerash /Fe stival 
for Arts arid Cotaire 
starts on 22 Jaly.ile? ends 
on 8 -AuguSt ,-.-- 

■ An exhibition of Chi¬ 

nese art contmues at the 
City Hall in Ras Alain till 
26 Jtfly .-.j •- 

M Paintin gs, of 18 artists 
from Egypt, Syria, Iraq 
Palestine , and Lebanon- in 
A1 Mashriq gallery, 
ShimisanL . continues 
until l November 

■ A Sports and Culture 
Exhibition at the French 
Culture Center in Jabal 
Luweibdeh continues 
until 30 July. 

Rims 

■ Honey. 7 We Shrunk. 
OuiscJves.at the Ameri¬ 
can Center pn l 7 July at 
5 pnE 

■ Alsb at -the American 
Center is Peter Pari, the 
famous cartoon film by 
Disney. It will be shown 
on 24 July ax 5 pm. 

The Jeresh Festival 

■ Thursday 23 July: 
Singer Diana Haddad 
from Lebanon at the 
South Theater (perform¬ 
ing on three nights)-, Quid 
player Nasir Shama at (be 
North - Theater - .(three 
nights); OSC from the 


; ^&; perfonning Shakes- 
'paer’s Twelth Niglit at 
Artemis { three nights); 
Cinderella at Aound and 
.Eight Theater ( four 
.nights) 

■ - Saturday 25 July: 
Spanish Ibn Baya Andalu¬ 
sian at North Theater (two 
nights); local Jaffra 
Troupe at Artemis Thea¬ 
ter. 

■ Sunday 24: Mazowsze 
Song and Dance from 
Poland at South Theater 
(two nights); Irbid Troupe 
of Arabic music 

■ Monday 27 Jnly: Ana- 
lise Bemsteo, opera singer 
from Norway at North 
Theater (two nights); 
Tales of Grimm Brothers 
by Teatr Lalik from 
Poland at the Sound and 
Light Theater (four 

uights> 

■ Tuesday 28 jnly: Leb¬ 
anese singer Marcel Kha- 
Iiefeh at the South Theater 
(two nights); Amman 
National - University 
Troupe at the Artemis 
Theater. 

■ Wednesday 29 July: 
Oriental Dream, a fashion 
show by Hanna Sadeq at 
the North Theater, Phila¬ 
delphia University Troupe 
at the Artemis Theater. At 
the Forum, local, Arab 
and international troupes 

' are performing throughout 
the week. 
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Amman cinemas 







from 23 


s on JTV 
- 29 July 


• Philadelphia I (Td: 4634149): The Man in the Iron 

Mast 

• P h iladel p hia II (Td:4634149): MutooDand Falls 

• GaDeria I (Teh 07933430): The Man in the Iron 

Mask 

• GaDeria II (Teh 079 33430): US Marshals 

• Plaza (Td: 5699238): 48 Hours in Israel imv, 

• Concord I (Td: 5677420): A Letter to the Governor 

• Concord II (Td: 5677420): Addicted to Love 



ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

„ M THURSDAY 
3HM)—Holy Koran 
3:10-r-Animated Hero 
Classics (Cartoon) 
3:30—Animal Park(Cartoon) 
^■00—L’EcoIe DesFans 
4 : 3®—Bine Water Dreaming 
■ (Documentary) 

5:00—NBA 
6:15—Sliders 

7:00—News in French - - • 

7:15—French Prog, . 

7:30—-News Headlines 
7:35—Family Matters (Com) 
8:00—Great Romances of the- 
20th Century 
8-30—Dr Quinn Medicine 
Woman (Drama) 

9:10—Oprah Winfrey 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—FQm: Running Mates 
12:00—Can’t Horry Love 

FRIDAY - 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—The Adventures of 
Teddy Rirspin (Cart). 

3 JO—The Borrowers 
4:00—Film: Net Worth 
6:15—Les Cles De Fort 

Boyard (Quiz) 

7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Prog. 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—Fresh Prince of Bd Air 
8:00—Life on the Digital 

Edge 

8 JO—Energy Alternative 
9:10—Babylon 5 
10:00—News at Ten ' 

10 JO—Fallout (Pt 2 of 2) • 

SATURDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran ... 

3:10—Family Dog (Cartoon) -" 
3:30—Clowning Around 
4:00—Neighbours (Drama) 

4 JO—Scandi Nature(Doc.) 
5:00—French Prog. 

6:00—-Acapulco Bay ■ ■ 




Amerean Chart Show, Sunday at 4^)0 pm. 


7:00—News in French . 
7:15—French Prog. "■ 

7 JO:—News Headlines ' 
7:35—Yon Bet Your Life 
8:00^-Cinezna, Cinema ■ 

8 JO—Prism (Talk Show) 

(Dr Sabri Rnbeihat) 
9:10—Sirens (Drama). 
10:00—News At Ten 
lOJO—Flhnr The Right to • ■ • 

’ • Remain Si lent . 
12:00—Country Music 

SUNDAY-''" 

3:00—Holy Koran . 

3:10—Pink Panther(Cart) 

3 JO—Pumpkin Patch (Cart) 
3 JO—The Adventures of the 


Black Stallion 

4:00—Amerean Chart Show 
SM— The Natural World 
6:00—French Program 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 

7 J0r-News Headlines 
7J5—Life’s Most 

Embarrassing Moments 
8:00—People Count 

8 JO—Challenges 

' 9:00—Renegade (Drama) 
10:00—News in English 
r 10J0—FDm: Cagney & 

Lacey 

Together Again 
jUblO 1 —The History of Rock 
‘ & Ron 


MONDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Highlander (Cartoon) 

3 JO—The Worst Day Of My 

Life (Drama) 

4:00—Neighbours (Drama) 

4 JO—Last Frontiers (Doc.) 
5:00—French Program 
6:00—Acapulco Bay 

7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Program 

7 JO—News Headlines 
8:00—Perspective 

8 JO—War Lords (Doc.) 

9:30—Good Gays Bad Gays 
l(k00—News at Ten 

20 JO—Law & Order 
11:10—Bay Watch Nights 

TUESDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Prostars (Cartoon) 

3 JO—Small Talk (Quiz) 

4:00—Border Town (Drama) 

4 JO—Baby It’s Yon (Doc.) 
5:00—Skeleton Coast Safari 
6:00—French Program 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Program 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7JS—Step by Step 
8:00—What Would You Do? 

8 JO—Encounter 

9:10—The Tenant of Wild 
Fell Hall (New Mini Series) 
10:00—News At Ten 
10 JO—FQm: She Said No 
12:00—Metro Cafe 

WEDNESDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Mr Bogus Show (Cart. 
3 JO—Halfway Across The 
Galaxy & Torn Left 
4:00—The Album Show 
5:00—French Program 
6:15—Acapulco Bay 
7.-00—News in French 


7:15—French Program 
7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—Buddies (Comedy) 
8:00—Envoy Special 

8 JO—Faces & Places 
9:10—Kong- Fo 
10:00—News at Ten 
20J0—When Love Kills 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN AIS 
JEUDI 

16:00—L’6oote des fans 
15h00—Le Journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L’ceuf de Cokunb 

VENDREDt 
18:15—Fort Boyard 
19dX)—Le journal 

19:15—ADO la Terre 
SAM EDI 

17:00—Fant pas rever 
19:00—Le journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L’cenf de Cokunb 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 
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ACROSS 
1 SA rodent 
5 Relief carv- 

mg 

10 MSffl/y bugle 
call 

14 hrage 

15 ftensmli 
from sea 

16 Evening 

17 Eteris 
mKeu 

IS RuhrUaSey 
city 

19 Japanese 
native 

SO HlletweUer 

21 Actor Vlgoda 

22 he 

24 Rod Stewart 
19801* 

28 Ms. Gardner 

20 King ot brae! 
30 Greek letter 
33 _ out (settle. 

In a way) 

38 "Faerie 
Oueene" 


maiden 

37 Asian sea 

38 Estefan'SOs 
remake 

41 Accustomed 

42 Utmost 


43 DecOnedto 
price 

44 V&ne letters 

45 US. author 

46 Agreeing 
wuh 

47 1388 
Bangtesteno 

52 Srnafl sword 

55 Feel sorrow 

56 English 
dress style 

57 During 

58 Sustain 

61 Lyon triend 

62 Celebration 

63 Noted weep¬ 
er 

64 Shoulder 

65 Emperor 

66 English com¬ 
poser 


67 Rug type Lives' . 

33 Cut down 
DCWN 34 'Engfch •• 

1 Rfcsdfeh - cm 

2 BeB town 35 Ra 

3 Oppose • ora 

4 Strong fcraw 37 Vai 

5 Loon retafivs 39 Ga 

6 Surgical tool. jofe 
ota kind ..40-Fa 

7 Length me«- 45 Tex 
sureerabbr: 47 Do 

8 ComacHc 48 Ra 

prop . 49-9n 

g Tegudga*ra 50 Wia 
people 51 Boi 

10 Bowstring . . ewt 

sound 52 Gh 

11 Jejune ■ her 

12 Glass panel 53 lAt 

13 Incite 54 FW 

21 Advantage SI Z Be 
23 Btackcuctoo 60 Ga 

25 TUm outward 61 Let 

26 Renew 

27 Sports arena 

30 Code writer 

31 Except 

32 "_Tfwe 

D 1998 . TWbono Mafia Sernas 


35 RfiddWV' . 

orange - 
37 Variable star 

39 Gams or . 
jokellnish 

40 -Faux pas . 
45 Took lunch 

47 Down source, 

48 Rsaort island 
4SStren 

50 Wavy fabric 

51 Botfly. 


52 Great num¬ 
ber 

53 lAdty 

54 Rat breed 

55 ZBch 

00 Geartoaffi 
61 Legal assn. 
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-This Week’s - 

HOROSCOPES 

By Linda Black 

Weekly. Tip: These are good days to 
think about what yon'do if yon did 
-ride the world. 

Axis (March 21-Aprfl 19). Consult 
your spiritual advisor in private to help 
yon make a decision about your home 
or somebody who lives there with 
you.. . 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)A friend’s 
advice points you in the right direction 
and helps you avoid a problem. Be 
patient with people who have self- 
made emergencies. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Do what 
on older person asks and you could get 
a nice reward. Your friends entice you 
to come out. It's exciting and fun but 
could cause problems. 

Cancer (Jane 22-Jniy 22). Interac¬ 
tions with foreigners go well. You're 
very lucky,, so .ask for what you want 
You may have to go along with a dom¬ 
inant person's plan. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). It seems like 
there’s plenty of money but don't for¬ 
get that it’s borrowed. You're going to 
have to pay it back Use it to generate 
more, so you can. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your part¬ 
ner is going to toss the ball to you, so 
be alert The other: person has what yon 
need, but you're in the best position to 
make the next move, 
libra (Sept. 23-Oct 23). You’ll have 
to be tuned in to innuendoes in order 
to do the job you've been assigned. It'll 
be easier in some ways and more diffi¬ 
cult in others. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). You’re 
amusingly powerful. Others will do 
your bidding without being asked. If 
yoo do ask them, you'll get the job 
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Your 
friends or co-workers are putting pres¬ 
sure on you. They want you to come 
up with a good idea because you’re the 
most likely to do iL 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). It'll be 
easy.to'.learn, so cram your brain full of 
information. You'll also pick up a lot 
of things simply by watching, so be 
around; people who have skills you 
need- 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Work 

- hard and save.your money. Learn what 
you heed to know. Stay dose to home 
and schedule your big date.. 

Tisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re 
rncredibflity lucky in love. You may 
. have more of it than you know what to 
-dowiik. 

If Yon’re-Having a Birthday This 
WeekrFnrnishing up old business 

- could lead to a fabulous new oppor¬ 
tunity- 


Answers: GROIN UGHT REFUGE INVOKE 

Answer. How the shy employee felt at his farewell party 
LIKE RETIRING 


Tel. 5664153 Fax. 5667170 


Jordan: JD-20 (Home delivery or by Post) 
Arab countries: US$ 100, 

Europe - USA - Canada - AastraUa:US$ ISO. 
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W onder 


brings back 


6 spice of life 9 


AMMAN (Star )—Viagra is hit¬ 
ting the world by storm. Since 
its approval in the United 
States by the US Food and 
Drug Administration last 
March, Viagra has exploded 
onto news headlines and our 
TV screens. 

Thanks to Viagra, the once 
almost taboo subject of male 
impotence is now blaring 
across US living rooms, super¬ 
markets and pharmacies in on 
unprecedented manner. 

Utter the name Viagra and 
everybody knows abont it. 
With hs high media profile, 
Viagra has become the most 
welf known drug in the world. 
Everybody is talking about the 
drug'that claims to be the pro¬ 
verbial 'fountain of youth', 
sexually speaking. 

Now. in Jordan and Egypt, 
and indeed across the region, 
media hype is making Viagra 
a household name. 

In the US, the launch of Via¬ 


gra could arguably be the most 
successful drug launch in his¬ 
tory. The product generated 
592LOOO prescriptions in its 
first month on the market- To 
make a comparison, the oral 
diabetes agent Rezulin gener¬ 
ated just 78,000 prescriptions 
in April 1997, the lipid lower¬ 
ing drug Lipitor generated 
139.000 prescriptions in March 
1997. and the obesity drug 
Redux attained 153,000 pre¬ 
scriptions in June 1996. 

On average. Viagra cost con¬ 
sumers about S9.30 per tablet 
in April, and Scon-Levin's 


Source Prescription Audit 
Weekly data shows nearly 1.4 
million Viagra prescriptions 
were dispensed since the 
launch to the week ending May 
15,1998. 

These figures are not surpris¬ 
ing as there are 30 million men 
in"the United States suffering 
from impotence and this medi¬ 
cation has the potential to sub- 
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staobally change their lives. So 
far, Viagra does indeed seem to 
be all it is cracked up to be for 
the 1 in 4 men over 50 (or 
indeed any man) suffer erectile 
dysfunction. 

Viagra has a funny history. 
It was originally being studied 
for use as a drug for high blood 
pressure and angina. It wasn’t 
terribly successful, but when 
men refused to give their sam¬ 
ples back, researchers sus¬ 
pected they were on to some¬ 
thing! 

Hie original patent was filed 
in 1991 for Sildenafil citrate, 
(Viagra). When scientists real¬ 
ized it could also improve the 
performance of men suffering 
from impotence by increasing 
the blood flow to the male 
organ, they filed far another 
patent. The third and final pat¬ 
ent for the drug now named 
Viagra was issued June 1997. 

lie American pharmaceuti¬ 
cal company manufacturing die 
drag is reaping the rewards. 
Shares of Pfizer Inc bave sky¬ 
rocketed on Wall Street Its 
second quarter profits are $628 
minion. 

The wonder drag, launched 
in the United States in April, 
has already earned $411 mil¬ 
lion in the second quarter of 
1998 for the New York-based 
drug company, and is expected 
to make $1 billion in its first 
year. The drag is dne to be 
approved for use in Britain and 
other European countries later 
in die year. 

However, about 30 Viagra 
users have died in the US—and 
there have been further fatali¬ 
ties across the globe—since the 
drag hit the market. The FDA 
currently state that 30 fatalities 
is statistically insi gnifirant in 
relation to sales. However, 
more research will need to be 
done if fatalities continue to 
increase worldwide. Watch this 


space. 


Hope and controversy surround 
new AIDS therapy for babies 


By Rosemary Okello and Felicity 
Snowsill 


NAIROBI—A short-course of AZT 
drag therapy that reduces mother-lo- 
baby transmission of HTV by 51 per. 
cent has been hailed as a medical 
breakthrough in the protection of 
infant health, particularly in Africa and 
Asia. 

And the simultaneous announce¬ 
ment that the pharmaceutical giant 
Glaxo Wellcome intends to reduce the 
cost of ANZ to approximately $50 per 
application in developing countries 
may help bridge the gulf between the 
haves and the have-nots—the so-called 


treatment gap. 

But controversy surrounds a related 
doctors’ advice to HIV-positive moth¬ 
ers not to breastfeed their infants. 

The short-course therapy was 
announced in March after a study con¬ 
ducted in Bangkok under the auspices 
of the Joint United Nations Programme 
on HIV/A1DS l UNAIDS). the Thai¬ 
land Ministry of Health and the United 
States Center for Disease Control. 
Treatment consisted of oral doses of 
AZT. an AIDS drag, given to a group 
of pregnant women with HIV. 

AZT treatment is not new. Pregnant 
HIV-positive women and their new¬ 
borns in western countries have been 
routinely offered AZT since 1994. The 
drag, when administered intravenously 
over many weeks . reduces rates of 
mother-to-baby transmission by 68 
percent. 

Until now. women in poor countries 
did not have this option. The cost of 
.AZT treatment for mother and baby is 
about 51.000 —way beyond the purse 
strings of developing countries with 
health budgets of less than SI0 per 
capita. And the fact that it needed to be 
administered intravenously under regu¬ 
lar supervision made it inappropriate 
for grassroots conditions. 

However, a critical—and controver¬ 
sial—component of the therapy’s suc¬ 
cess. according to researchers, is advis¬ 
ing HIV-infected mothers not to 
breastfeed. The Thai participants gave 
their babies artificial milk substitutes 

to prevent HIV transmission through 

breasfeeding. 

Data from developing countries indi¬ 
cate that up to half of all mother-to- 
ehild HIV transmission is due to 
breastfeeding. International efforts to 
find a treatment were spurred on by the 
grim prediction that AIDS may 
Increase infant mortality by as much as 
75 percent and under five mortality by 
more than 100 percent in the worst- 
affected regions by the year 2010. 

Breastfeeding advocates have an 
equally grim warning: if African moth¬ 
ers stop natural feeding, the death rate 



New drug could reduce mother-to-baby HIV transmission 


in under-fives could more than double. 
Breastfeeding is one of Africa's suc¬ 
cess stories —its widespread promotion 
saves infant lives, providing vital pro¬ 
tection against deadly childhood ill¬ 
nesses like diarrhea and respiratory ail¬ 
ments which are far more common 
than HIV. 

For women to switch from breast to 
bottle is no academic question in 
Africa countries where the cost of 
infant formula is prohibitive and 
access to clean water lacking. Breast¬ 
feeding advocates in Zimbabwe esti¬ 
mate that the cost of providing enough 
of the very cheapest formula to feed 
one baby for a year is more than 
ZS2500«USS2S0). 

Because of such realities—and in 
the absence of treat¬ 
ment—international health agencies 
initially advised that women breastfeed 
regardless of their HIV status, particu¬ 
larly in Sub-Saharan Africa and other 


regions where childhood infectious 
diseases are common and HTV testing 
is often not a nailable. 

But following the Thai study, new 
guidelines on infant feeding for policy 
makers and health care managers have 
been issued in April, according to Dr 
IsobeUe De Vincenzi of UNAIDS. 

“ft is now recommended that HTV- 
positivc women should make an 
informed choice on infant feeding on 
an individual basis, and be supported 
in their choice." De Vincenzi told 
Panos Feature. “However there should 
be strong promotion of breastfeeding 
for women who are not HIV-positive 
and do not know their status for sure." 
she added. 

UN AIDS will promote confidential 
HTV testing and counseling for 
women, and the use of the short-term 
AZT regime. Women will be advised 
to use replacement feeding since 
breastfeeding may significantly reduce 


the efficacy of the short AZT regime. 
And “treatment will not be withheld to 
women if they choose to breastfeed," 
Dr. Vincenzi added. 

UNAIDS’ ambitious plans may not 
be easy to implement in countries 
where health infrastructures are weak 
and resources scarce. 

The experience of Kenyan mother 
Naomi Atieoo (not her real name) is 
typical of bow many women discover 
they are infected, and the often conflict¬ 
ing advice they receive about infant 
feeding before and after their HIV 
status is confirmed. 

Atieoo only learned she carried the 
virus when her sickly nine-roontb-old- 
daughter was found to be HIV-positive. 
She then received a double blow: clinic 
workers, who had earlier advised her to 
breastfeed to ensure her baby’s health, 
now told her that she had infected the 
child through breastfeeding and she 
should switch to baby milk, which she 
cannot afford. 

Confusion over infont care is repli¬ 
cated across the continent However, as 
early as 1996. advocacy groups like 
Zimbabwe's Women and AIDS Sup¬ 
port Network were questioning the pre¬ 
sumption that women could only “han¬ 
dle a single message’] regarding HIV 
and child feeding practices. 

Lynde Francis of The Center, a 
Harare-based organisation providing 
information, support and counseling for 
people living with HTV/AIDS, believes 
that blanket statements that ignore indi¬ 
vidual situations are patronising. “But, 
she says, fears that breasfeeding will 
now be abandoned are unfounded. 

The Centre's client Sipho confirms 
this: "If you are told that breastfeeding 
may pass the virus on to your child, and 
you are told ways to feed that child to 
reduce risks, it gives you courage as a 
mother.” 

UN AIDS expert Joseph Saba also 
concurs. The agency must “sit down 
with women and discuss the issue and 
let them make their own choices.” he 


says. 

As yet unknown is how baby milk 
companies will react to the new guide¬ 
lines. Tess Martyn of the UK Baby 
Milk Action (BMA) is worried. “There 
are signs that the commercial baby milk 
companies ore waiting to jump on the 
bandwagon, and are using the HTV 
breastfeeding debate to promote their 
products." she says. 

Perhaps anticipating the many unre¬ 
solved issues, UNAEDS Executive 
Director Dr Peter Pior told die press in 
March that delays in implementing the 
new drug therapy can only lead to “sig¬ 
nificant deterioration. The question is 
no longer when or if we should act but 
simply how." he stidJI 
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For 8 hours a 
can see her 


day, she 
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AngeUa Williams, 38, legally blind except forthe eight hours she can wear sptf ialcon- 
tacts, plays with her son Trevin, 10, in their BehsviBe, MtL, home. He nominated he ui a 

contest honoring mothers-and she wonr Photo by Carol.Guty . 


By Patrice Gaines 


WASHINGTON—The clock 
starts ticking as soon as Ange¬ 
la Williams pots in bn con¬ 
tacts: She has eight hours. 
Eight hours to cook her.-son's 
breakfast, lay out his clothes, 
take him to track practice or to 
the barbershop, mow the lawn, 
go to the doctor, paint her nails, 
go to tbe malL complete 
errands in the car. 

Williams, 38, is one of an 
estimated 135,000 people in 
this country with Keratoconus 
(KC). a disease of the cornea 
that interferes with vision. KC 
can’t be cured and its cause is 
not known, but in some cases, 
such as Williams’, a person can 
see with special contact looses. 
Tbe problem is, her 
eyes can tolerate 
tbe contacts • for 
only eight hoars a 
day. 

So her life is 
divided into two 
worlds. One is 
filled with bright 
light and distinct 
colors, faces, books 
by black authors, a 
kitchen accented 
with potholders, 
and curtains deco¬ 
rated with straw- 
bones. The other 
has only shadows, 
flashes of light and 
blurs of color. 

People who 
know her from her 
son’s school or the 
couples who go out 
with her and her 
husband, know a 
woman who drives 
a sport utility vehi¬ 
cle and . puts 
together die fam¬ 
ily’s tent at track 
meets. They don’t 
know the Angelia 
(pronounced 
Angela) who has to 
hold a printed page 
at the tip of her • 
nose to read it and 
who can’t see hex 10-year-old 
son's face when he is standing 
next to her. 

Early in her 21-year journey 
from bad eyesight to becoming 
legally blind, she stopped tell¬ 
ing people about her condition. 
As a youth, she was ashamed. 
As a young adult, she just 
ignored it Now, as a wife and 
mother, she has come to think 
of KC as part of her private 
life. It’s so private to her hus¬ 
band tbar be would not partici¬ 
pate in this article and did not 
want to be identified. Williams 
is Angelia’s maiden name. 

Perhaps she would bave con¬ 
tinued with her secret, too, if it 
were doi for her son, Trevin, 
who wrote a letter to the Tom 
Joyner syndicated radio show, 
nominating her for “Tbe Thurs¬ 
day Morning Mom” contest. 

“In 8 hours my mom can 
clean our boose, cook our din¬ 
ner, volunteer at my school, 
help me with my homework, go 
to chinch, sing in. the choir, 
take me to track practice and to 
my meets,” Trevin wrote. “She 
takes me to museums, the zoo. 
Jeepers, she gave me a Easter 
egg hum outside, she even took 
me to see Stone Cold Steve 
Austin at the WWF. She is a lot 
offon." 

Trevin continued, “After she 
takes her contacts off, she can’t 
see my face clearly, she can’t 
play games—but sbe can wres¬ 
tle with me. My mom always 
tells me to read and learn all I 
can read and leant because I am 
her sight after she takes off her 
contacts." 

Williams won, and besides 
tbe admiration of die deejays, 
she received $500 and a 15-day 
Greyhound bus pass for two. 

Inside the family’s two-story 
Beltsviile. MtL, home, all tire 
walls are colorful, since Wil¬ 
liams sees better when-the 
background is not white. Tbe 
kitchen is spruce green. The 
basement is blue-gray. She 
doesn’t allow clutter, because 
sbe can't afford to trip over 


anything and she must memor¬ 
ize where everything is. 

“If Tm having a lazy day, I 
won’t, put on my contacts, 
because ! know my house and I 
know where everything is,” she 
said, sitting in The kitchen, 
never looking at the person she 
is addressing—one of the few 
signs that she can’t see her visi¬ 
tor’s face. . 

On a recent mornings Wil¬ 
liams had to call the insurance 
company again. Though she 
has dealt with KC for two dec¬ 
ades, she continually- has. to 
explain that her contacts are 
not for cosmetic purposes. 

On this day, most of Wil¬ 
liams’ chores were at home, so 
sbe didn’t bother with the con¬ 
tacts, not even to iron. 



malt y round cornea is cone- 
shaped. Williams was ecstatic 
to know that there was a name 
for what she had and that there 
were doctors who had studied 
the disease. Today. Lemp is 
still her doctor. 

By this time, Williams had 
given ■ up all extracurricular 
activities and stayed at home a 
lot, hiding her vision problems. 
She even gave up singing. Tt 
got too frightening, going ont 
on stage without being able to 
see,” Williams said. 

She moved to Washington in 
1980 and eventually went to 
wrack for die telephone com¬ 
pany. She got married, had Tre¬ 
vin and found she needed to 
wear ber contacts more often to 
take care of hint But she 
couldn’t. “After I 
had -diem in for a 
certain' amount. of 
time,-ft started feel- 
fog- lDre tbere was 
qf something 
■ut iay eyes” Wil- 
SattiS-isakL “And 
^ha£s^-'Still the 
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In order to read without her contact lenses, Ange¬ 
Ua Williams, 38, 'of BettsvUle, MtL, has tohold the 
printed matter at die tip of her hoseJPhoto by 
CarolGuzy . .. . 


“I know a shirt has two 
sleeves and a middle and pants 
have two long legs” she 
explained, laughing. “But it 
takes a long time for me to 
iron, because l iron over and 
over. I figure 1 might make 
some wrinkles, but if X keep the 
beat on the clothes long 
enough. I’ll eventually iron 
tbemout.” •'•. . . 

When sbe finished ironing, 
she, Trevin and his friend Ash¬ 
ley Smith. 10, played Uno 
while Williams kept an ear 
cocked toward die television 
and her favorite soap opera, 
“Tbe Bold and foe Beautiful.” 
Williams can hold the bright- 
colored Uno cards with big 
numbers up -ro her face and see 
them. But sbe can’t see what 
cards foe others play, so Trevin 
and Ashley announce each 
move they make. 

Without her contacts, Wil¬ 
liams walks around the kitchen 
barefoot so she can detect 
crumbs that need to. be swept 
up. She turns the knobs back¬ 
ward on her washer and dryer 
so she can hear them click. 
She’s still trying to perfect 
operating the stove without her . 
contacts. 

Williams grew up in Ports¬ 
mouth, Va, one of four chil¬ 
dren. She started wearing 
glasses at 13.. Her eyesight 
deteriorated quickly, but she 
wouldn’t tell anybody until a 
classmate asked, "Why are you 
always squinting?” She told 
her mother she couldn’t see. 

“We went .to five, doctors 
before, we found out what was 
wrong. 1 * sbe recalled. 

Michael A. Lemp, a Wash¬ 
ington specialist in diseases of 
foe eyes, delivered the news 
that she had KC. She was 16- 

“Wheri we got to his office 
about 9am-, 1 couldn't see. 
Around 3pm., they found out 
the problem and. put tins com 
tact in my eyes, and I bad 
vision. Not 20/20. but I could 
see!” ■ 

In KC, she found out, a nor- 


at 
At 
frock 

-meets,;where there 
' may fre five hours 
'between. Trcvin’s 
•:.nms, -■ WflEams 
takes out foe con¬ 
tacts and rests in 
the family tent. 
She puts them 
' bade in in time to 
videotape her son’s 
runs. It bothers her 
that she can’t cheer 
for all the children. 
“I know - people 
wonder, but I have 
to save my eye¬ 
sight fra- my son.” 

Still, she doesn’t 
explain to the other 
- parents. Her good 
friend Tammy said . she has 
known Williams fra three years 
but learned about her legal 
blindness only this year. To 
protect W illiams ' husband’s 
privacy, Tammy did not give 
her last name. 

T couldn’t believe it,” 
Tammy said of Williams’ reve¬ 
lation. "I’ve never seen her 
without the contacts. I’ve 
worked with people who are 
blind, so 1 thought I would 
know.” 

Williams has been told that 
if her. KC becomes more 
severe, she might want to con¬ 
sider a cornea transplant About 
30 percent of patients choose to 
or need to have a transplant Of 
tbose, 95 percent are success¬ 
ful which means an increase in 
vision, though seldom to 20/20. 

When her nephew was shot 
and killed last year. Wi lliams 
for foe first time thought seri¬ 
ously about surgery. “A couple 
of-days after the funeral I told 
my sister I. should have asked 
for Little Gary’s eyes ” Wil¬ 
liams said. 

“She didn’t know bow to ask 
me,” said her-sister Juanita Wii- 
liams. “She was kind of. upset 
she didn’ t ask. and I was upset, 
she didn’t” 

Tammy remembers ber owt 
conversation, with William: 
about a donor. “I asked her if i 
would .matter if the eyes earn 
from somebody who was bad,' 
Tammy recalled. “She said yes 
She said she would like to mee 
foe family to find out about the 
person, r said, “Angie, what i 
they 'wouldn’t fell you?" Shi 
said. “Well, I wouldn’t taki 
them. I would just keep Irvin: 

With thic nmUan, ’» 



» ( Hi, 







with this problem,’ 

T would want to know abou 
foe person who gave me th 
eyes,” Wiliams stud. “I don' 
just want some corneas withoti 
knowing the person. I woul< 
have to know whose eyes 
would be seeing through. ■ 


IA Times-Washington Post 
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Occult: 


superstition or evil in our midst? 


ByRashe*d Al Ronssan 

Special to The Star ' '■ ■' 

™E^iRory of 

quest ;fa-,toowl«k^ has 
the evolution of. 
^ercnt cultures around the world 
Ine human search for the truth is' 

. Religions evolved as.a response 
tohumanity s need to unravel themys-' 
tCTies of creation and existence. 2f-we 
take a look back io ancient times, espe- 
naUy the Greeks ^ ^ Romans. \ve ' 
s« that many religions and philoso¬ 
phies believed in the polyphony of 

gods and celestial beings. 

pi«e ancient gods were presumed 
to have magical powers beyond human 
grasp. However, magic was also crab* 
Used by humans. Occultism, as it is 
now known, encompasses a knowledge ’ 
of astrology,-, alchemy, divinity and 
other secret spells.. 

Practitioners believe that the 
world is a whole entity where every¬ 
thing is connected in a secret way. 
They seek to manipulate nature 
through their understanding of the 
mysterious relationships between sea¬ 
sons, planets, the four elements, and 
use believe that spells and rituals if 
practiced; at certain auspicious times 
and in certain places can be very effec¬ 
tive. 

Being curious about fee subject I ; 
decided to go and meet two practicing ■ 
magicians. Fortunately, 1 wasn't privy 
to any demonstrations, but! asked one ' 
of them about thc reasons* for his inter¬ 
est in magic'and about due exact nature 
of his rituals; He told me magic is a 


. ftKgion for him, .a wary, of lfv- 
;, ra &> a pad) to. unravel secrets of 
creation. 

On the'nature of the nrituhls, 
he explained that there are van-*' 
ous methods. Some spells, he 
-said. require-ooeto rest for a 
certain period of time in. order 
. to'Show obedience to the gods. 

. Other methods revolve the repe¬ 
tition' of ■ certain incantations 
anddances. 

•Some rituals require the 
practitioner lo sacrifice anima l; 

- to die divine powers and drink 
; their , blood. Naturally there are 

other rituals that are secret to 
practitioners only. 

'For the record,, magic is 
divided into . two categories, 
black magic and white , magic. 

The former relates, to the devil 

- and evil practices, it is some¬ 
times referred to as witchcraft- • 

The second land, however, is 
ased mainly to heal, and spells 
anti incantations are used for 
the wellbeing of -individuals. 
Science, and mythology are* the 
ingredients of Occultism. Con¬ 
sequently it is difficult for one 
to consider magic as com¬ 
pletely true or utterly false. 

-Our senses can't comprehend every 
phenomenon in the cosmos and even 
-science is unable to interpret numer¬ 
ous mysterious events in oar world. 

Interest in the supernatural is docu¬ 
mented throughout history and super¬ 
stition is probably the' most common 
and accepted form. Most people 
probably do .not even see & connection 



between astrology and other forms of 
- magic, for instance, and regard having 
a mild curiosity of such matters as 
harmless. Is there any reason for con¬ 
cern? 

Superstition is predominant in our 
society, especially in rural and poor 
urban areas. It is even becoming a fad 
for some of today's youngsters. There 


is concern that young people 
today are perhaps suffering a 
lack of spiritual guidance and 
this is leading them to experi¬ 
ment with alternative prac¬ 
tices. 

Children are exposed to an 
increasingly large amount of 
information in schools and uni¬ 
versities and they mingle with 
. all soots of different people. 
The Internet too exposes young 
people to a whole range of dif¬ 
ferent ideas r»nd philosophies. 

We should listen to our chil¬ 
dren and urge them to tell us 
their fears, hopes and beliefs. 
Culls that have caused serious 
harm to young people have, 
after all. been periodically 
exposed in the media. 

it is prudent for parents to 
want their children to be vigi¬ 
lant and not to full prey to (he 
influence of those who may 
tempt them practices which 
could lead them to experiment 
with other immoral activities. 

Tolerance, however, is 
important Vampires do exist, 
and they don’t suck 
blood—they corrupt minds. 
They dwell among us, they are 
everywhere. They exist in every soci¬ 
ety, in every religion. Appearances 
are deceiving. 

Ultimately it is the person, not 
the practise, who is responsible for 
their actions. In the case of magic, 
for instance, it can be practised for 
good or it can be practised for 
evil.® 



_ _.... wT- ! ,jr„ 

lafcSTW’EEK one of the.biggest group weddings in Jordan.took place in A1 Jtbad Schools in Amman. 
Eighty eigbt couples from different parts of the Kingdom took part in tbe marriage ceremony that was the 
fifth to be organized by the A1 Afid 7 Charitable Society which is beaded by Abdel Latif ArabyaL 
" -He expressed gratitude to participants in the festival saying that the marriage group idea is becoming 
increasingly aprepted by society. Following that, Mr Wasfi A1 Dahshan made a speech on behalf of the 
families thanking the organizers for making the wedding ceremony a great success. 

The night was a fun evening, and the party listened to the sounds of AI Yarmouk, A1 Ansar and A1 
Rawabi bands. These are Islamic chant groups that added special flavor. 

Then tile society presented gifts to the couples which were donated from one of the companies in Jor¬ 
dan add by private citizens. Three thousand guests were invited.® 



Pots, pots, pottery 


By Star Staff Writer j~ 

THE CHARM of • 
ceramics, plain, or with 
fascinating and colorful 
paintings, can be seen in 
houses, galleries— 
indeed all over Jordan. 

You can buy them in 
shops or along Jordan's 
roads and highways. 

Pots and clay vases are 
a familiar and attractive 
sight for both locals and 
tourists. 

Admiration of such 
delicate and fragile 
pieces is a reflection of 
people's endless quest 
for art and beauty. 

Ceramic pots are part of 
a long tradition. 

In the past, they were 
used for preparing 
meals or for drinking 
water. Today, however, 
the use of ceramic pots 
is mainly ornamental or 
for holding flowers. 

Vases come in all forms 
and sizes, and most 
maintain their original 
clay color, although it 
has become fashionable 
to paint some graphi¬ 
cally. 

Pottery is simply 
made of a special type of sand and water. 
To ensure the mixture is strong and solid, 
salt is added to the clay. The potters then 
put the mixture in a pot especially 
designed to allow residue water to drain 
before moulding takes shape. Each item 
lakes a week to dry, then it is put into a 
smouldering kiln. 

Pottery can easily be damaged, how¬ 
ever, by the effects of nature: cold, sun and 
humidity, although the chance of this type 
of deterioration occurring declines after 



the pots have been used. Pharaohs once 
used pottery pots for drinking water and 
for cooking. Many people today still prefer 
to use a traditional Zeir for drinking water. 

Shops all over Jotrian continue to offer a 
dazzling array of vases, utensils, drums, 
toys and safe boxes, all made from this 
enduring and aesthetically pleasing mate¬ 
rial. Moreover, most local potiery is highly 
affordable—the most you would be 
expected to pay for a simple vase, for 
example, is around JD 2.® 



By Star Staff writer 

THE COCA Cola Bottling Com¬ 
pany (Jordan) organized a tour 1 
for journalists to their plant in 

Amman. They were met by Mr 
Yahia Ghazal—one of the many 
engineers who work in the bot¬ 
tling plant—and shown around 
by tour guides Ruba Nauman 
and Amer Al Hindi, who gave a 
very informative tour, outlining 
the bottling process used by; 

Coca Cola iu Jordan. 

Wearing a safety helmet, we 
were -shown the different stages 
involved in the bottling and 
refilling process. 

The first stage involves roe- 
washing of the used bottles, 
using warm water and causae 
soda. The second stage involves 
a visual and electronic inspection 
of the bottles, after which the 
bottles are filled. The last stap 
is tbe level inspection to make 
sure that the content meets the 

"^^Sg'plaw is one of the largest in Jorim. and is 
m iu^thh L Golden Award for their standard of 

than J000 students from i high-lech systems 

educational information on the latest mgn j 
used in producingtiiewo^so^ ^ ^ ^ t0 gjv e vis- 
Miss Numan said y c P involved in making 
itors a first-hand 

Coca-Cola ^ schools 

raa£,ve ^niSrmetiibers of the community " 

^ ^h^rSvTWicipated in this fun prt*»m 
The schools that taw par tj Cip aie), tbe 

include Universal zeid B'm AJ-Xhattab, Mus- 

Ofthodox School. Alpha aj izdihar, Salma Bint 

SrSeq 

Ommsh.andJubr^«ial welcomed, children 

Coca-Cola Hava Cultural Ccn- 

from the SOS vi educational tour around its facili¬ 

ties taking them on a fr iD - 6<JucaD 
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Brotherly love, from the Bible 
to Michael Bolton 



Bolton 


By Laurie Mansfield 

OH, BROTHER! Is that Fred Imus all 
over Stop & Shop with his book and his 
salsa? What makes him so special, any¬ 
way? The answer sibling Don has a 
nationally syndicated morning talk radio 
show. Fred’s following in the familiar 
footsteps of many a brother before him. He 
is just one of a spate of brothers lately who 
have hit tbe big time—a step behind their 
famous sibs. 

The concept is hardly new—one family 
member makes it big and other fame- 
seekers with similar looks and genes soon 
follow. Dark-haired Baldwins started crop¬ 
ping up in Hollywood after brother Alec 
became a well-known actor. 

Presidential brothers, tike Billy Carter 
and ‘Moon’ Reagan, always made their 
presence felt, for good or ilL Just look at 
Roger Clinton. The first brother’s band 
was practically nonexistent before big 
brother Bill moved into the White House, 
and it will return to deserved obscurity 
when he leaves. And then there’s the Ken¬ 
nedy clan. Some brothers, like the music 
group Hanson, mmm-bopped their way to 
the top together. 

It wasn't always this way. Less-famous 
biblical brothers sometimes figured their 
own chances for fame would improve once 
they got rid of a brother. But jettisoning 
their flesh and blood often backfired. Strip¬ 
ping Joseph of his eoar-of-many-colors 
and selling him into slavery didn't do bis 
10 greedy half-brothers any good. It actu¬ 
ally helped Joseph become part of the pha¬ 
raoh's entourage. And Cain was sentenced 
to wander the Earth after killing his 
brother Abel. 

Today’s brothers tend to skip the sibling 
rivalry. Many have wised up and realized 
the benefits of sharing the family name. 
Some celebs even reach down to their sibs 
with a helping hand. Don Imus has been 
known to make room for his cranky 
younger bro on his popular radio show. 

Many listeners thought the zany Imus 
was just making up another character for 
his show, and that brother Fred didn't 
exist That all changed when Fred 
launched his own line of salsa, tortilla 
chips and Western clothes and wrote his 
first solo book, ‘The Red Book,* earlier 
this year. 

Of course, when lesser-known brothers 
begin to make a name for themselves, their 
talent is often questioned and scrutinized 
by those who wonder if they are just 
mooching off their siblings' fame. 

It gets even worse far brothers who are 


in the same trade, tike singers Orrin and 
Michael Bolton. With long-flowing locks, 
Orrin Bolton may look tike a carbon copy 
of his Grammy-winning brother but insists 
he’s not trying to be (Michael now has 
short hair!). 

"The last thing the world needs is two 
Michael Boltons,’' Orrin said. "Not that i 
have his vocal prowess, but there is a 
resemblance." There is such a resemblance 
between the two brothers that when Orrin 
realized Michael's potential as a singer in 
the ‘70s, he cut his hair, grew a beard and 
changed his name to Orrin Mitchell while 
he worked behind the scenes to start his 
brother's singing career. 

“1 put everything on hold," said Orrin, 
who got Michael his first record deal. "The 
obvious choice was to get Michael where 
he wanted to go." Omn, who has now 
returned to singing and recorded an album, 
“Take a Vacation," said he won’t be disap¬ 
pointed if he doesn't become famous. 

It’s more than his soul should have to 
take,” Orrin said about Michael’s fame. 
"Success is great, but the price is very 
high.” 

Both Boltons live in Connecticut But 
Omn said he doesn't get to see much of 
Michael, who is constantly on tour. "We 
used to end up in the kitchen with guitars 
and pasta on the stove,*' Orrin said with a 
tinge of sadness. "But 1 guarantee if I 
drove over there now, 1 would be alone in 
the kitchen." 


Pulitzer Prize-winning author Frank 
McCourt’s younger brother, Malachy 
McCourt, was offered what he says was a 
"very large advance" to write a book that 
publishers hoped would be as popular as 
Frank's ‘Angela’s Ashes.' Although the 
younger McCoun’s upbeat, humorous 
book. ‘A Monk Swimming.' has a com¬ 
pletely different tone from”Frank's heart¬ 
rending memoir, reviewers often use 
Frank's book to gauge Malachy s talent 
Malachy just laughs when he reads 
reviews that say that he is "no Frank 
McCourt.” “And here I've been going 
around for years thinking I’m Frank 
McCourt and thinking I’ve written 
‘Angela’s Ashes,'" Malachy joked. 

Even with all the comparisons, MaJa- 
chy said he and Frank.' who is "a year, a 
month and a day older,” are able ro laugh 
most of it off. "Growing up in abject pov¬ 
erty left us with a sense of the absurd." 
Malachy said. “The things that crack us 
up are fairly mutual.” Even though Frank 
revealed potentially embarrassing 
McCourt family secrets in 'Angela's 
Ashes/ Malachy said his older brother 
didn't discuss much of the book with him 
while he was writing it. 

"He asked me about one thing and 1 told 
him. Write- it/" Malachy said. “And he 
did. Tt did so much (o unite the brothers.”® 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Le roi pourrait bientot subir une chimiotherapie 


0 Le roi Hussein a frrit cette semaine, dans une leitre adress&e h son fiire, le prince hiritier Hasson, qu’il devrntt enUuner 
une chimiotherapie aux 6tats-Unis oa.il est hospitalise depuis une semaine pour un lymphoma, une infection des glanaes 
lympkatiques. «Tous les indices portent a croire que je suis aitelnt d'un lyinpboine mate les m&lecins n’arrivent pasa 

»*_. •.___i___j. i___c. _ j:, i _____ i . 


(de labaratoires), avant d’eotamer la drimioth&'apte qut accentoerala deSdence Inununitaire». 

Tout en affirmant se sentir «m»eux dans I’ensemble*, la souverain h&chfmite note qua «des pouss6es de fievre se 
manifestent a raison de trois fob toutes les 48 heore$» et qu'il «est sens traitement contnui ea antibiotiques*. 

Le roi Hussein qui JStera le 11 aout prochain ses 46 am de r$gne, est itrotiement associtS & l'evolution de son pays oh, 
aujoard'hui, pris de 70%deta population (4 millions) n’ontpas conna d'autre manor qut. Son depart inopine pour la 
clinique Mayo a suUrl les Jordanians qui out appris ce jour-lb que le souverain souffrmt depuis 12 Jouts de poussles de 
fievre et de frissons. L'annonce , quatre fours phis turd du report de Id visile du roi en France, prevue & partir du 21 Juillet, a 

S y p • j O v. renforct les inquietudes. Le roi a dijit subi en aout 19921'ablation du rein gauche apris la decouverte de cellules 

invnl P TTl Ptl t Pn tr/Hl P /I 1 rill Sr fit cancereuses. Ses medecins I'avaient ensuhe diclari gulri h la suite d’examens m&Kawx rlguhers. Opdre en avril 97 pour 

U JJ U 1 1/ Ill w 11 t IX HCinyClliJ VI. U- U IU1 corr^er unagrandissementbeninde la prostate, il a egtdementitehospitalisf A I'automne dernier, toujotus a la clinique . 

1 A Mayo. II avait alors subi 1'ablation d'un ganglion lymphatique, une «buneur bfeoignfc* selon les analyses. 



la^o u ss u r es 


La presse 
en danger 


Souvent considdree 
eornme un quatrieme pou- 
voir, la presse dans le 
monde arabe est pourtant 
en pertc de vitesse. Viola 
tion de ia liberte d'expres¬ 
sion. detention tempo 
raire. perquisitions, 
Mack-out impost par le 
gouvernement sur cer¬ 
tains cvenements dllicats, 
expulsion des journalistes, 
rtfus d’accorder des visas, 
intimidation, confiscation, 
tons les moyens soot boos 
pour baillonner les jour- 
nauv. Parmi les pays 
arabes les moins tend res 
avec la presse, on trouve 
ia.Syric, I'Algerie, l’Lrak, 
J'Egrpte et le Maroc. 
Mais de maniere generate, 
les moyens d'information 
sont controles partout par 
les autoriUis- Les lUats 
ont pris l'habitude de snr- 
veiller de pres revision, 
radio et presse ecrite. La 
Jordanie n'lcbappe pas a 
cette regie du plural isme 
limite. Mais Je cas de la 
Syrie est pi re. La liberte 
accordee y est reduite 4 la 
portion congrue. La poli¬ 
tique officieUe est un sujet 
labou a tralter avec mille 
precautions; Le journa¬ 
list e qui s’attaque a des 
points sensibles et s'aven- 
ture un peu trap loin dans 
la critique des grandes or¬ 
ientations politjques. est 
poursnivi, interdit 

d'ecrire oil jete en prison. 
Dans ces conditions, les 
journalistes s'interrogent 
sur leur utflite. Ibrahim 
Nafeb. president de l'Un- 
ion des journalistes egyp- 
tiens, constate avec amer- 
tume que la liberty, 
I'essence meme du metier, 
qut re pond a une de- 
mande populaire et «gSne 
ceux qui peasant toujours 
avoir la verit£», est ab- 
sente dans (a presse 
arabe. 

A Toccasion de la visite 
du president Hafez Al- 
Hassad a Paris, I'assoda- 
Lion ^Journalistes sans 
rrantieres* a public une 
liste noire oil la Syrie 
vient en tete des violations 
de la liberte d'expressioa. 
Dans son rapport, eUe 
considere le pays soumis a 
un regime draconien dont 
les joumaux et les moyens 
d'information publics 
sont des propagateurs de 
la pensle officieUe. Tou¬ 
jours selon cette associa¬ 
tion, il y aurait en Syrie 
sept journalistes empri- 
sonnes depuis dix ans, 
pendant que beaucoup 
d’autres vivent dans des 
conditions epouvantabies, 
prives par exemple de 
so ins mSdicHux. Us ne 
sont pas condamnes pour 
violence mais simp lenient 
parce qu'ils sont membres 
d'associations de droits de 
J'homme ou de partis 
d'opposition. En outre, 
selon 1'association sy- 
rienne des droits de 
i'homme, 2500 pri Son¬ 
niers politiques se mor- 
fondraient dans les cel¬ 
lules d'EtiiL ^Journalistes 
sans frantic res» a appel£ 
Jacques Chirac ii fairc 
iression sur son homo- 
logue sjrien pour liberer 
les detenus d'opinion. 
Pendant cette visite 
d'Etat, ■ le president 
Iran ea is a surtout repet£ 

que la Syrie ctait inenn- 
tnumablc dans le proces¬ 
sus dc pa ix. 

Enfln, lors de sa confer¬ 
ence annuclle il y a une se¬ 
maine au Liban. rUnion 
des journalistes arabes a 

reclame plus de liberte el 
appelle les gouverncmenls 
a cesser de poursuivre les 
journaJbles d'opposition. 
LTnion a evoque egale- 
meni ces Tameuses lignes 
rouges qu'il ne faut pas 
franchir sous peine de 
graves ennuis qui vont du 
licencicment a i'arrcsta- 
tion. Problem? : ces lignes 
rouges sont toujours tres 
mal definies. De grands 
traits pour fixer les cadres 
sacres et inlerdits de la 
vie politique, de la relig¬ 
ion. de la securite, de 
l'unitc nationale. Des 
lignes rouges qui sont au- 
timt de chaines en Syrie 
com me aiilcurs. ■ 


Yuussef Abu Saleh 


XVIIeme Festival de Jerash 
Programme du 23 au 29 juillet 


Tous les spectacles des principaux theatres commencent h 20h30 

TheStre Sud 

23.24,25 : Diana Haddad,. 

chanteuse liban aise 

26, 27: Mazowsze, 

groupe folklorique polonais 
2d, 29 : Marcel Khalifeh, 
chanteur liban ais 


Theatre Nord 

23,24 : Naseer Shamma, 
joueur de oud 

25,26: La troupe andoulasienue 
Ibn Baya (Espagne) 

27,28 : Ana-Lise Bernsten, 

canta trice norvegienne 
29 : Defile de mode, 

«Le reve oriental^ 



Theatre Artemis 

23,24 : Theatre, «La douzieme nuit» par la troupe britannique 
Original Shakespeare Compagny 
25 : La troupe jordanfenne Jafra 
26,27: Musique arabe par une troupe d’lrbid 
28: La troupe de FUniversite nationale d ? Amman (Jordanie) 
29: La troupe de FUniversite de Philadelphia (Jordanie) 


Theatre Son et Lumiere 

23, 24,25,26: Cendnllon, piece pour les enfants (Jordanie) 

26,2,2$, 29: Contes des Freres Gr imm lus par le Polonais Teatr 
Lalik 


Sans oublier les jeunes talents qui se produiront a Garasa (a partir 
de 20h), les activites traditfonnelles du Forum (a partir de 18h30) et 
les dlverses expositions. 


Departs d'Amman pour Jerash a I6h30 et 18h30 a la station de bus' 
Abdali on au Mcdonald f s de la rue Gosheh. 

Pour tout renseignement, tel.: 5675199. 

Un site Internet: www.JerashFestival.com.jo 


Jerash 


La fete, oui, pas la foire 

Depuis hier, la cite antique est vouee aux arts . Dans un pays au 
dynamisme culturel proche de Vencephalogramme plat, le festival 
represente un pic toujours tres attendu aussi bien par les locaux que 
par les etrangers . Surtout que, Uorganisation, critiquee Van passe, 

a ete remaniee. 


Papier glac£, Jiise b£t£n> 
clite des artistes invites, caJen- 
drier clair et impeccablement 
pnSseotg. In plaquette du festi¬ 
val est bien fa, en anglais ct en 
arabe, une bonne semaine 
avant le ddbnt des festivitds. 
Normal. Pas de quoi s'enthou- 
siasmer. Toarefois le mauvais. 
souvenir d'un programme 97 
incomplet, pbotocopid & la va- 
vite ei k peine traduit, est suffi- 
sant pour apprdcier ce change- 
ment notable. Suffisant et nd- 
cessaire aussi pour mettle Je 
public et la presse dans de 
meiHcures dispositions i reg¬ 
ard d'un festival qui a souvent 
pechi par son manque de pro- 
fessionnalisme. Face au cdlfebre 
festival libanais de Baalbek qui 
a rouvert ses portes en aoflt 
dernier, apfes 22 ans d’absence. 
Jdrash doit prouver qu'elle a sa 
place sur la setae culturelle x6- 
gionale. En 1997. selon le di- 
recteur, Akram Masarwj. le 
festival a couvert tous ses finds 
en rappojtam environ deux rafl- 
lions de dinars. «Les sources 
de financement sont diverses, 
explique-t-il, nous recewns un 
peu d'argent de l'fetal, 120.000 
JD. mais surtout nous avons 
signf un contras avec la chains 
satellite a. r. t, ce qui lui 
donne le droit de filmer toutes 
les manifestations et de les 
commerdaliser*. Sans donner 
- de chif&es, il prGcise cependant 
que ce contra! lenr a peniiis de 
couvrir leuis dfipenses et sou 
renouvelfi cette a nabs. Bref, fi- 
nanciirement, 4 en croire Ak¬ 
ram Masarwi. le festival de Je¬ 
rash se pocte bien mais le 
directenr admet volontiers que 


Entretien avec Denis Toupin 

«On sait ou chercher notre public» 

Le directeur du Centre culturel frangais et de cooperation 
linguistique (raccourci en CCF) revient sur une saison 97/98 placee 

sous le signe de la communication. 


Avec des parents globe¬ 
trotters, Denis Toupin a trfis lot 
goGte les plaisirs de I'expatria- 
tion. Folyglotte surdoud (un ac- 
cenL arabe du Ydrnen oil il a 
passd sept ans et i’exotisme du 
iaotienl, ce x^nophile de 35 ans 
caresse toujours le reve de par- 
courir le ntonde. A la fin de sa 
mission en Jordanie. il ne se 
voit pas reioumer en France et 
reintegrer le serai 1 Education 
nationale. Professeur de forma¬ 
tion, il enseigne a i'university 
de Sanaa en 1988 avant d'etre 
charge par les Affaires 
dtrangtres fran^aises d'ouvrir 
un Centre culture!. C'csi la qu'il 
y dec ou vie ses futures Fonc- 
tions jondaniennes. A Ja moitie 
de son parcours -il est a la tete 
du CCF d'Amman depuis deux 
ans-. Denis Toupin se sou vient, 
a son arrivee. avoir die deconte- 
nancc par la diversity jorda- 
nienne : -// y a en Jordanie 
deux classes snciales tres dis- 
tinctes avec a I'inierieur de 
chacune d'elles des differences 
culture lies important es : les 
Palestiniens d'origine. ceux re- 
venus Ju Kowelr, les Jordani- 
ens de souche nnt une maniere 
differertte d'appnder ce que 
nous faisons*. II 
pense au- 

jourd'hui avoir 
perce a jour ce 
public multi- 

forme. 

Le Jourdain : 

Quel bilan tirez- 
vous dc cette 
saison ? 

Denis Toupin : 

Cette annee a ete 
un peu le rgsullat 
dune nouvdle 
donne et de tous 
les contacts que j'avais pris. 11 y 
a eu notamment deux nouveau- 
avec Zebda et la Semaine de 
la Fnuicophonie. Je me rends 
compte que. pour I’annee qui 
vient, il faut fixer des rendez¬ 
vous en reprenant des specta¬ 
cles d<?j4 realises et attendus par 
le public. Parmi les dates im- 
portantes. on gardera le festival 
du thyatre des troupes inddpen- 
danies en mars, le festival du 
Him franco-arabe debut juin et 
un grand spectacle populaire 
avec la venue de Faudel un peu 


avant la mi-mai. En 
gros, on connart 
mieux le public et 
en consequence 
nous aliens r&iLiire 
le prix des billets 
car me me a 3 ou 5 
JD, e'est dyja hop. 
Les billets seront 
payants mais limi- 
i&s 4 un ou un demi 
dinar. 


Le Jourdain 
Alors bilan positif ou nega- 
tif? 

D. T.; Cesi positif par rapport 
au budget qu'on y a mis. On a 
fail plus d'acuvites que I'an nee 
demi ere avec le meme budget, 
c'est-4-dire 23.000 JD ipour"les 
activitys culturel les seulement 
et sur un total de 400.000 JD . 
NDLR). Bien sur. nous avons 
rc?u des critiques qui prouvent 
aussi que les gens s'intyressent 
a cc que Ton propose. Surtout, 
nous avons reussi a toucher dif- 
ft-rents publics ci les previsions 
d'audiencc ytaient ussez pit¬ 
ches de la reality. 

Par ailleurs. on a beaucoup 
parly de nous cette annye dans 
les joumaux. notamment au 



essaie d’avoir le meOleur tout 
en nygociant le prix. On n£go- 
cie en mettant en valeur la Jor- 
danie. C’est q& qui les fait venir. 
Il s'agit de trouver des groupes 
d'exceUente qualitd, mais en 
nygociant au maximum le 
montant de leur cachet Pour 
Zebda, par exemple, on a fait 
baisser leur cachet de pnasque 
la moitiy parce que c'^tail un 
groupe inttfressfi par la rfigion. 


types de publics. Nous avons 
realise un bel effort sur la com¬ 
munication. concemant notam¬ 
ment la radio. Et avec la t£Uvi- 
sion jordanienne, nous 
preparons un protocol d'ac¬ 
cord qui consists 4 former des 
gens de la idle au Centre et en 
contre-partie 4 diffuser notre 
programme 4 1'anteone. De 
plus, nous avons systymatisy 
les conferences de presse. ce 
qui est nouveau cette annee. 


«Cette an¬ 
nee, nous 
avons deci¬ 
de de sortir 
du Centre» 


moment de (a 
Semaine de la 
Francopho- 
nie. 

Et puis au 
cours de cette 
annee, la mi¬ 
ne d 1 Amman 
est devenue 
un partenoire 
ires important 
voire incon- 
(oumable 
avec la crea¬ 
tion bientoi 
d’un cnorme 
centre culturel a Ras Al Ein. 
On travaille plus qu'avani en 
synergic avec les acteurs lo- 
caux. 


Le Jourdain : Vous dites que 
vous amnaissez mieux votre 
public. Pourriez-vous le 
nir ? 

D. T, ; Je dis que I'on connasi 
mieux le public car on salt 
mieux oil aller le chercher. le 
trouver et comment axer noire 
pub pour toucher les differents 


Le Jourdain : Le Centre cul¬ 
ture! s'est-D transforme en of¬ 
fice de communication ? 

D. T.; Non. Jusqu'a present, on 
faisait de la diffusion culturelle 
sons montrer qu'on etait pre¬ 
sent. Cest vrai qu'en terraes de 
communication, nous avons 
realise des progres mais cel a ne 
veut pas dire que la quality est 
en baisse. au contraire. Gtice 4 
noire cooperation avec nos 
colic cues de Dam as et de Bag¬ 
dad. on oblient des prix int6- 
ressanis aupres des groupes et 
de 1'AFAA lYAssociation 
francaise {faction artistique, en 
liaison avec le Ministere des af¬ 
faires etraneeres. propose di- 
verses actirites aux centres cul¬ 
tured. NDLR). qui est contente 
de voir que nous parions d'une 
meme voix ei nous aide en con¬ 
sequence. Si 1'AFAA nous pro¬ 
pose un spectacle qui a bien 
toume en France, dans le 
monde. a des prix interessants, 
on va accepter. Mais on a aussi 
la possibility de refuser. 


Le Jourdain ; Pourqnor ne 
pas avoir proQte de la Coupe 
du monde pour fain dn CCF 
le rendez-vons de la commu- 
nante francophone 7 
D. T. : En fait, cette ann^e, 
nous avons decide de sortir dn 
Centre. Nous avons travaQjy 
avec des partenaires jordaniens 
(caffis. restaurants-.) qui sont 
venus nous de rounder une aide. 
Cela nous aurait couter trop 
cher d'organiser des retransmis¬ 
sions de quality et nous avions 
ddj4 orgaoisd un concours 
vCoupe du monde>» 4 la t£ldvj- 
sion. En outre, cela aurait dty 
tristouuet au CCF alors que no¬ 
tre public, on l'a retrouv6 aii¬ 
lcurs. En aidant ces differents 
partenaires, on £iait pidsenL 


Le Jourdain: En recherchant 
ainsi les meideurs prix possi¬ 
bles, la programme tion cultu- 
relic ne risque-t-elle pas de se 
degrader ? 

D. T.: Non. je ne ctois pas. On 


Le Jourdain : A quand on 
programme du CCF qui sort 
41'heure 7 

D. T. : On a des annulatidns, 
on a des problfemcs de relec¬ 
ture. Cela fait partie des chases ‘ 
qui doivent changer. Mais je 
vous donne un exemple : Cm 
vient de terminer le programme 
pour septembre-octobre et on 
vient d'avoir un changemenr 
radical. On ne peut pas tout im¬ 
printer 4 favance 4 cause de ces 
dangers-14, Malgrfi lout, le pro¬ 
gramme devrair sortir de 1'im- 
prhnerie le IS aotiL 
Par ailleurs. nous orgonisons 
des reunions chaque semaine 
ofl; le personnel du Ctntre peut 
donner ses avis, ses critiques. 
Cest un peu nouveau. LImpor¬ 
tant, c’est d'avoir une dquipe 
afin d’anticTper les problemes et 
une communication qtri passe. 
mieux. ■ 


les aides pobliques resrenr Jimi- 
t£es en comparaison .avec les 
pants d'or versfei 4 Baalbek : 
800.000 dollars de la part de 
l'£tat libanais. Que Ja mahne 
priv£e se tarisse et Jfrash 
risque d'Stre moins en vne. 
Cest pourquoi les organisateurs 
' cberchent a maintenir la quality 
avec des moyens qui ne sem- 
bleot pourtant pas extensibles. 
Le festival est loin-d'£tre une 
affaire rentable : «Nous dur¬ 
ations surtout h couvrir nos di 
penses pour rester deboiu. d6- 
clare le directeur, mais it faut 
tenir compte de la notori£U des 
groupes participants: s'tis sont 
trop connus. les cohts seront 


plus ilevis 
qu’on les pay era 
plus cher. Done la 
recette du festival 
sera moindre». 
Cette edition 98 
(du 22 juillet au 8 
aofit) offre‘tout de 
meme encore un 
plateau de choix 
avec 30 nationali- 
tfis repnfeentyes et 
cdt6 chanson, par 
exemple, Ja popu¬ 
laire et commer- 
ciale Diana Had¬ 
dad fetes ce soiri 
et l'engag€ Marcel 
Khalifeh. 

Void pour le 
contenu. Quant au 
cbnterianf le’-ffi- 
recteur du festival 
promet de nets 
progrfes par rap¬ 
port 4 1997 : 
* Cette annie. le 
secret de la rdus- 


parcc 


site de ce festival tiendra dans 
I'dquilibre entre la pro - 
grammation et de I'organisa- 
tion». Nous he demandons qu'4 
voir. La direction, a decidd en 
paxtenariat avec des compag- 
nies de transport de mettre une 
cinquantaine de cars de touris- 
me 4 la disposition des specta- 
teurs et des troupes qui se ren- 
dem sur le site, avec des departs 
4 heures fixes (voir programme 
ci-contre). . 

A Jdrash, Jes deux entires 
principales du-ThyStre Sud se¬ 
ront 6quip6es pour la premitre 
fois de portes autotuatiques afin 
de filtrer et de rSgnler les spec- 
tateurs et d'driter la foire d'em- 
poigne des ann£es pr6c€dentes. 


Youssef Abn Saleh 



Le Forum, rendezvous populaire et tradkioiniiel oblig# du festival 


Sant6 publique V ' ^ 

Boire Feau d’Amman : danger ? 

Face d. un gouvernement peu pedagogue, les Habitants de la 
capitale ont rapidement cedt aux rumeurs de pollution, Le point 
sur une algue en decomposition qui alimente tous les interets. 


Y-a-t-il quelque chose de 
pouiri dans les ■ eaux distri¬ 
butes 4 Amman ? Sans aucun 
doute. Chaque usager a pu re- 
marquer depuis quelques temps 
rddeur de moisi et le gotit ter- 
reux de l’eau 4 la sortie de'leuxs 
robinets. Munther Kaddadin. le 
ministre de PEau et de I'lrriga- 
tioa, a finit par avouer cede se¬ 
maine la presence sous fbrtne ' 
dissoute d’une aigue'dans les 
r&eaax de la ville, Sa dycom- 
position serait 4 forigme de 
nos dysagr£iTKnts sensitifs. Pas 
trfcs agrtable mais pas trts 
dangereux non plus. En pyriode 
de haute ternp<5ratuns coraaje 
actuellement le dyveloppeinent 
dans l’eau de diverses matiftres . 
organiques (ou eutrophisation) 
est tout 4 fah normaL Seule-- 
mem. qu’on les retrouve le ma- • 
tin en prenant sa douche ou 
dans son verre 4 table ne Test 
plus et ryvfele une negligence 
dans le traitemem en amont 
La polemique s'est alors 
cxjncemrte sur l'usine de traite- . 
mem des eaux de ^al pres de 
Salt. Un dyputf n'a pas hysitti 4' 
fustiger les employes de la sta¬ 
tion en les accusant de vne pas 
avoir fait leur travail». * ’ 

On peut effectivement s’in- 
terroger sur Tatteniion portde 4 
ce qui sort des tuyaiix de Zd7 et 
mettre eu cause le manque de 
vigilance, en cette pyriode pro- ■ 


pice 4 la prolif6ration de co- 
chonneries en milieu aqna- 
tique.. 

. Munther Haddadin a assure 
que la^ituatimi ytait revenue 4 
la notmale, sans dormer plus de 
dytails. Un nnznstre peu diseit 
qui a, de fait, alimenter toutes 



si tnte syrie de tests 4 I'usine 
d&'Zal, concemant notamment 
le processus- de fii(ration mais 
ils n’ont pas autorisys 4 d£- 
voiier’ leors rAsuitats. Le gbu- - 
vemetnent s’est ainsi contenty 
de ryp&er que toot aiZait bien. 
tout en conseillant aux gens de 
faiiie bqoillir leur ean avant de 
la' boire T Des declarations. pas.. 
tits rassurantes qui ont suffi 4 
"nourrir 1- afioIemienL Les Am- 
manais se sent alors pr&ipitys 
cfaez leur ypicier ou dans les. 
grandes surfaces afin de consti- 
tuer des stocks d'eau ruln6rale. 
De m&ne, les compagnies pri- 
v&s qoy gxSce 4 -leurs ca- 
mioos-citemes,peuvent fbumir 
de Vean-aux partialliers ont 
bieu compris leur im£ret et oat 

augment^ k prix du m4ue .dn 
cube pat quatre ou cinq.. 

vQu’imponc, plutdt payer le 
prix * fort que de s'empoison- 
ner ». Genes, mais la pieuve 
d'un. quelcobque danger d’in- 
toxication ii'a pas encore && 


feite. Certains journaux rappor- 
tent une augmentation des cas 
de diarrhye et de nausife dans 
plusieurs hopitaux de la capi¬ 
tals, Mais rien ne tiit que ces 
. doulenrs sont li^es 4. la mau- 
vaise quality de 1’eau. *Les 
gens, dis qu 'ils ont mal au ven¬ 
tre, s'imaginent que c’est a 
cause de I'eau et vierutent nous 
voir alors qu’il n’-y a rien*, ra- 
-conte un rafidecin de !’H6pital 
de l'University, qui a su garder 
la. tete froide. 

Bref, il semble que route 
cette histoire se resume 4 
«beauc6up de bruit pour rien». 
Selon un expert frangais, ce 
pb&iom&ne de proliferation or- 
ganique a*est pas nouveau. 
vCela ressemble plutdt A une 
tentative de destabilisation du 
mutistre de-l’J$au», a propose ie 
sp6cialiste. Munther Haddadin 
est en efifet trts critique pour 
ses positions et ses actions en 
faveor de ia normalisation avec 
1 Etai hdbreu. D est vrai qu'au 
dybut de {a poldmique, certains 
ont mis .en doote la quality des 
eaux du lac de TTbdriade, sous 
contrfile israyheo et dont profile 
la Jordanie. Comme 4 chaque 
fois dans cette partie du monde, 
quand il y a un probteme d’eau, 
la politique n’est pas loin. ■ 


'jf 


si'- 



D'autre part les spec rate urs qui 
auront choisi le Th^Scre Nord 
bynyficieront d'un ticket spyrial 
pour garer leur voiture gratuite- 
menL 

Onblke aussi la poiymique 
de l'on passd entre la direction 
du festival et la presse. a la suite 
tfnne fouille un peu trop serrde 
d’une journaliste. Ddsonnais ce 
sont des femmes qui vyrifieront 
ndentity des femmes de presse. 
Ddcrdyment les organisateurs 
n'ont rien voulu Laisser au ha- 
sard en ajontant ainsi un peu de 
ngueur4IafSte. ■ 
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Propos recudQs 
par Naked Al-KWouf et 
Yannick Lain£ 



Us camions-citemes n ’ont ctssi dtsWorwer la.ville pour alim***** .. ' 

Stints* Tigard de mi- 
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* ,Kr documents tnfedifevaax 


iLcsens dedfptomatie 
tBtequiditfe.de communication 
: tjgty fle tfiEtorotiffi c'egfairg.preuvc tfhabiletfe. 
^pcBassc ajadafe ffrafe affaire. 

■M&ur la dipJoajaftr. n’est -dfe pasaussiun gant d$ velours 
cSflwufiaittTW nom/tfacaqr^Tom ai flam trae aWoa- 
'&&f: &’rfsoli^^tairaiSe' jTon: cooflit, cite'. consthue. 
^fe^cnt -le Pfodip-Qricnt Je/sait. 5 combien.!- one 
manure plfljr sbtirooise et interne agrfefee de mener one r 
:.y- ' r' : -... 




Vferoniqae Abu-N(Jraeh 



C’ est la vie 

I/agenda frangais d'Amman 


Cinema 

Cycle consacre aux sourines du cinema 

fnacais. 

Les nulls de la pleine lime, film d'Eric Rohmer 
(1984} en couleur. sous-titrfe en arabe avec Fa- 
brice Luchini, P. Ogier, T. Karyo. 

Au fil du quotidien, la disintegration d'un 
couple. Luzidi 27 juQJet au Centre culture! 
frao^ais a 18h30 et 20h30. Renseignements 
an CCF au 4636445 ou 4637009. 


Exposition 

De ui*s belles pages uni etc 
fecrhes sur le spun. De 
Honon? de Balzac a Geor¬ 
ges Perec en possum par 
Victor Huso. J'cKposiinm 
*Sport ct littera(urv» 
nous en presente les princi¬ 
ples realisations en 22 of* 
fiches. Jusqu'au 30 juillet 
au CCF. 


Sport 


y ■&■iir >1j..* -Z . 

Politique 


^ rounque 

% l^es deputes, simples prestataires de services 

Face & un gouvernement tout puissant, la marge de manoeuvre des reprisentants du 
peuple semble reduite. Sans assistance, ballotis entre les divers courants politiques 
„ . Chambre, ils tententde sauvegarder leur prestige en jouant la carte 

regionaliste. En pleine session extraordinaire, petit ditour par le Majlis Umma 


Un peu de salsa dans le volley-ball 

Un Cubain vient d'etre notnme a la tete de Vequipe naxionale de 
volley-balL Les Jordaniens comptent profiter de Vexperience 
professionrtelle de haut niveau de Gilberto Crowe pour bien 
figurer l r an prochain aux Jeux Panarabes. 


% 
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Selon la 

Constitution jor- 
danienne, te depute a le droit 
de voter la.confiauce au gou- 
vememeut, de lui poser des 
questions qui reinvent du .poti- 
voir exfecutif et de proposer des 
pfojefs de loi. A part ces trois 
fooctions, le reste est ambigu 
ou mal dfefini. Comparfe «»* 
prerogatives d’un ministre, le 
r61e d'un dfeputfe se rfeduh & peu 
de choses. Cest pour quo i Tac¬ 
tion d'un ' parleraentaire doit 
toujours etre envisage en 
fonction du groupe parlemen- 
taire auquel il appaitient. Au 
cours des neuf demiferes an¬ 
odes,’ seul le groupe des isla- 
mistes a fetfe manjufe par une 
cenaine Constance (interrom- 
pue lors des derniferes legisla¬ 
tives avec le boycott du Front 
d‘Action islamique). Les autres 
groupes sont plus aldaioires, 
Dfejd ils changent de noms au- 
grfe des nouvelles cBambres : 
*bloc nationals. «i>loc dfemo- 
cnuiquev, «bJoc d’entento et ' 
baiaient un- large feventail poli¬ 
tique en recrutant des ddputds - 
indfependapts de gauche, du 
centre ou qui chercbcht tout 
simpJcment a se placer. 

. Si certains sont IpEtules par 
un. secrfitaue, eu gfenferaj. les 
d£put£s sont le pins souveot. 
seuls ■ dans ieur travail 

(900 dmars pm mens, plus diV- 
ers privilfeges conune. Tachat 
d'une voiture dfetax£e) : ne leur 
penuetteot pas d’emboucher 
des consetilers on de constitum - 
un secretariat important 1 Mais 
quelques-uns, surtoui ceux qui 
sont soutenus par des partis, 
politiques, ont tout de mSme 
recoins & des speciatistes qui 
les aident dans la p^paratiou 
de leurs inten'entions. 

Les dfeputfes participent 
egalement aux difffireutes com¬ 
missions (droit,. Education,. 
agriculture, finances etc...) 
pour dtudier les projets de loi 
ou des aspects prfecis de la poli¬ 
tique gouveraementale. .- Au 
boot du compte, ils doivent etre 



Pis qu’ik peuvent, les deputes de Id Chambre profitent des cameras de tdldvision pour se 
jaemtrer diwire Mectairs. 


capahles de oo mpre ndre, de 
di^cuter, cfan^yso-, d'amendfer 
les dossiers van£s qiii leur sont 
soumis. Oq. observe & cet fegard 
une Evolution du mvean d’6du- 
cation des > dfepotfes. Jadis, 
I’analphabfetisme n'fetait pas ex-., 
cc^tionnej dans IUfenucycle. 
rnqxnlait peu alots de savoir 
lire ou'dcrire, i partir do mo- 
mentoil lkm6tait rceqqn u cherf'- 


le budget de 1’fitat Cest le mo¬ 
ment privilfegife des dolSances : 
tel d^putd demandera la con¬ 


struction d'tm centre de santl 
dans sa circonscription, tel au¬ 
tre rfeclamera 1’intervention ur- 


gente des services de la voirie. 
L‘important est de se fairs bien 
voir aupres delecteurs suppo¬ 
ses axtentifs derrifere leur fecran. 

Cette dfemagogie m^diatique 
s'accorapagne de contacts rfegu- 
liers sur le terrain. Le depute, 
qui a le devoir de ne pas oublier 
son Electoral sous peine d'etre 
qualifife (fopportuniste, se 
charge de trouver des emplois a 
«ses» chomeurs, une place h 
Tuniversitfe pour «ses» etudi- 
anis et rendre autant de petits 
services possibles k <Hses» con- 
citoyens. 

Cet effet s'est encore accen¬ 
ted avec la loi dleciotale dite de 
«la voix unique*. Desonnais, 
certains dfeputfes sont £his avec 
800 ou 1200 scrutins seule- 
ment. devenant de simples 
*deput£s de services*. Une for¬ 
mal e, peut-etre, mais qui re¬ 
sume assez bien l’idee que le 
Jordanieu moyen se fait de son 
reprdsentant national. ■ 


D&ontracte, la quaran- 

taine toujours sportive, Gilberto 
Crowe vient de ddbarqner de 
son Cuba natal. Derrifere lui, sa 
famtile et dans ses bagages, un 
curriculum bien.foumi. D a no- 
camment suivi l'entralnement 
de quatre jooeurs de haut ni- 
\ eau qui fevoluent dans la sdlec- 
tion nationale de son He. Au- 
jounfhui dans un pays dont ti 
ne connah pas (encore) la 
longue, il est le nouveau gourou 
des dquipes national es ffeminine 
et masculine. Premiferes impres¬ 
sions, premiferes ambitions. 

Le Jourdain: Pourqnoi avez- 
voos decide de venir en Jor- 
danie ? 

Gilberto Crowe : Jai rempli 
un dossier dans mon pays pour 
obtenir un autre travail. Le gou- 
vemement de Cuba a alors en- 
voye mon curriculum it plu- 
sieurs pays et e'est la Jordanie 
qui Ta achetd J'ai acceptfe le 
coatraL Beau coup de gens 
m’ont drt que la Jordanie fetait 
un pays trfes different de mon 
He. Cest vrai mais malgnS tout, 
je pease qu'il fetait bon pour 
moi de changer. Cest une 
bonne opponunitfe de connaitre 
une autre culture. 


G. C : C'est un travail qui ne 
peut se faire en un mois ou 
deux, n est plus facile de for¬ 
mer une personae que de la cor- 
riger. Nous allons travailler la 
technique et le physique. Mais 
je considfere qu"avoir un esprit 
de collectivjtfe et de fratemltfe 
est aussi trfes important 


Le Jourdain : Quels sont vos 
objectifs ? 

G. C-: Je dois dormer le meii- 
leur de moi-meme, e'est-a-dire 
mon professionnalisme, pour 
que cene fequipe obuenne une 
bonne representation Interna¬ 
tionale. Je suis optimiste pour 
les Jeux Panarabes qui se de- 
rouleront Tannfee prochaine en 
Jordanie. Nous travaillans pour 
cela mais il faut avant tout cor- 
riger Louies les fautes. 


vous ne parlez pas Tarabe ? 

G. C. : Je sais dfej5 compter 
jusqu'S dix ! Non, franchemenl. 
cela ne pose pus de pro bl ernes 
car on park anglais ensemble. 
Et puis ils sont ires gent ils. Je 
n'ai pas a me plaindre. Depuis 
que je suis arrive, je constate 
que les Jordaniens son: ires 
honnetes et d'une grande huspi- 
talite. 


Le Jourdain : Comment 
faites-vous pour communi¬ 
que r avec les joueurs puisque 


Le Jourdain : Cuba vous 
manque-t-i! 7 

G. C. : Je suis arrive seul ici 
sans mu famille et e'esi dur. J'ai 
deux filles et je pense toujours 
a elles. Les Cubains sont ires 
ou verts, simples ct spuniane*.. 
Ici. les gens me puraissent plus 
compliques. En fait, la chaleur 
humaine de mon entourage, le 
sourire de mes amis, me man- 
quent beaueoup. 


Propos recueillis 
par Amineh I.shtay 


Suldman Sweiss 



chitagfe depuEfc. Si la p a uv r e tfe • 
dthnrelle-^diez: certains pflrlo- 
•meoiaires pfeta e£fr^ycr,la pro¬ 
portion d'universUaireB, tffecri- . 
vains, - *. (Tingfehieras:'' • ‘ a 
notablement augmeutfe. Ainsi la - - 
Xlferae Chambre (1989-1993), 
fortemeot teintfee dthteltigeoi- 
sia, s'est caractferisfee par . son 
dynanrisme. 

Par - joJleurs, s’ajoute au- • 
jourdTaui d ans les travfees de la 
Charobre' des dfeputfes, un cer- - 
tain esprit de clocher. Avec 
1'auivfee de la tfelfevision,- les 
parieinentakes -mfetue s'ils font 
partieTdu mfime bloc- insistent 
pour passer devant les camferas 
au coins des Stances de ques¬ 
tions au gouvemement on sur 


: p^. .paytf \trots assfeputfs. a 

gr«toiK.e4 avion..m-, 

taqto jto.-- pastes fiais;de conrrier 

I®®? 1 






dharge. 

‘' *' it• ^ssnrer loK'-.ptoteictkH}-. 
---*3tes ou »-. * 

deux'types. 

.pie^-poBiwuyre; ‘ 
. SesopinitUKOU scs votesfemis- 

*"'$4 iatficte ^ dc Ja C^tin^- . 
:«eter4u{U:>iarte ses^o^|£%teis^n--. ‘ ’ 
pramarivi du- - 
dei yAsses^tifefc, sanf • 
.'-rib de condamotiBCttL.. 


er—-,_. . .. . -. - . .. , 

teia t^d-i-'-'-^pf 1 '<teteaBdC:^lpJs' fe lp««6c dc l^quminrife pm- : 

v.-.T/ffin ^ E^rTOt i dg ji'psP ' ' rAsseti^itee d& dooner be noo son autprisa- 

/ v; i: 

■' .. L-i.Kvf ’'- -i* . r -*.. 


Le Jourdain : Quelle fequipe 
avez-vous troovfe en arrivant 
id ? 

G. C: L'fequipe a besoin d'une 
aide professionnelle. Les 
joueurs font des fautes au ni¬ 
veau de leurs bases techniques, 
qui reviennent & chaque match. 
Cest le cas par exemple dans la 
rfeception du ballon. L'fequipe a 
un niveau acceptable de dub 
mais tl faut un travail constant 
de tout le monde. 

Au total, j'entraine 28 
ganjons et filles. Ds sont tous 
posts k apprendre et 4 accepter 
les critiques pour s'amfeliorer. 
Cela fait un mois que je suis id 
et nous avons joufe et gagufe 
deux fois contre la Syrie. Mais 
nous devons travailler beau- 
coup. Les gallons s'entrainent 
15 heures par semaine et les 
fiDes, six beures. mais ce n'est 
pas sufiisant pour qu'une 
fequipe de yplley-ball joue au 
niveau idtemationaL A Cuba, 
nous nous entnunons hint 
heures par jour. 


Le Jourdain : Que potnrez- 
vons faire pour amfetiorer le 
niveau de Tequipe ? 



Julien Sorelou 
la chronique d’lin hypocrite 


Le Rouge et le Noir, 
wn roman de SteiwfliaJ (1836), 



Enpretau 

Centre cultorel fran^afa. 


C’eSt Un roman fe«it dans te premifere-partie du 
XDCfeme siecle, inspirfe de deux faits divers. Premierement, 
1'affaire Lafargue: an ouvrier tombe. amoureux d'une femme 
mariee. Mais cetie-ci veut rompre. Laforgue se venge^en ia 
team. Deuxifemement, Taffaire BortfaeL Ce fils de manSchd- 
ferrant est admis au sfeminaire de Grenoble (la wile natalede 
Stendhal). Mais, trfes malade, le jeune homme est oblige 
d’inierrompre ses etudes et devient prfecepteur dans une fa¬ 
mille riche, n est alors accusfe cfavoir une liaison avec la 
maitresse de maison. Renvoyfe, Beithct 
reprend du service dans la maison voi- 
sine oh ti est soupgonnfe de sedmre la 
mfere de ses felfeves. Persfecutfie par son 
ancienne maitresse qui ne supporte pas 
d’avoir fetd si f»Hement rempla^e, te 
ieune Berthet se venge et lui tme dessus. 

D est ensuite^condamnfe & mort. « 


Contplexe d’inferiorit^ 

Les traits principaux de Ja pauvre vje- 
de Julien Sorel, te hferos du roman, sont 
un mfelange de ces deux iujioirM-J™ 
tres imaginatif, le pere Stendhal 
contemfe de dfepouiller les cbiens 
Mais erSce h son style souple et preven- 
pas> s'hyaer dc fenmu 

du lecteur-, ti est vite pardonne. 
d Julien esf fils de chaipentier. Mas d 
est cbfeuf et adore la lecture, tteux tteto. 
Spatdonuables pour itussu dans J “fe- 
derdeson pere.&e peut-il fane slots ? 

SII fetait ne plus tot. il au^^savt 



Illustration du romdn.au 
dc Napoleon, XIXenUL 

nJentieJ* que Dieu a ' ' 

!e peupltci i mttprix, i! 

en latin et Ja et se retrouve prfecqi- 

gnavit aloffJes eclgtonsde ^ a a one liaison 

teurchez M. de Re ®“- ngcouvert,- ti quftte son em- 

IffSS-a--- e'est le moling, mais 


Mme de Rjfeual vient compromettre cette relation. Harcelfe, 
Julien rente de la tuer dans une feglise de deux coups de p&- 
tolet, puis ti est guillotinfe. Fin sans gloire d'un ambideux... 

Julien Sorel est le hferos siendhalien par excellence, tortu- 
rfe par ses coorradictions. II sfeduit dfej'h deux femmes de na- 
tnres tout & fail dlstinctes. L'une voit dans le jeune prfecep¬ 
teur son fils ainfe. L'autrc est bautaine et orgueilleuse. 
Matinlde viT encore dans le passfe et recherche en Julien son 
afeul Bonifece de la Mole, Tarnanl de la reine Marguerite de 
Navarre, un maltre tyranzriqne. De son cdtfe, JuUen ne pense 
qu^L ltd. Aimer Mme de Rfenal ou Melle de la Mole n’est 
qu'tm prfetexte afin de faire ses preuves dans cene haute so- 
cifetfe et anfeantir son complexe rTinfferiori- 
tfe. Pair d'fetre mal trahfe, peur surtout de 
paraltre ridicule. Julien scrute, examine, 
analyse les moindres faits et gestes de ses 
ccmquetes : Mme de Rfenal retire sa main 
de la sienne. Ne serait-ce pas te une 
marque de mfepris ? Paralysfe par Tobses- 
sion de sou rang, Sorel ne parvient pas b 
feprouver de I'amour. Dans Time de ce 
jeune homme du peuple, les sentimenis se 
brouiBeaL 

Le Rouge et le Noir est une ceuvre atti- 
rante. Son litre d’abord fascine par la 
nettesfe des couleurs. Le rouge, symbole 
d'un reve militaire, peut-Stre le sang de 

Mme de Renal rfejrandu sur le sol de 
l'feglise. Le noir, choisi par le hferos pour 
£ure earn fere en se servant de la religion, 
peut-etre aussi le deuti que pone Ma- 
thilde a la mort de son man. 

Par atiteurs, dans cette socjfetfe roachi- 
avtflique, Thypocrisie n'est point un dfe- 
faut Au contraire, elle est justififee, un 
avantage mfeme dans un monde livrfe aux 
rices, ou on ne trouve personne i admirer 
ou a respecter. Julien est I'm de ces hypo¬ 


crites qui se serf des gens conune de ponts pour franchir les 
palters de Ja hiferarchie sociale et rfeahser ses rfeves. En fait, 
Stendhal nous propose une chronique du XKeme sifecle. 
(Tune gfenferation de je'unes gens donr Sorel est te reprfeseo- 
tam, Mais au-ddlh delespace du roman, il est aussi le miroir 
dVne jetuKsse actoelte qui rfeve, comme Julien sublime Na- 
polfeon, de vivre (fautres temps plus hferoTques. ■ 


Nissrine A. Sbeikh 


Monde du travail 

Et si on avait un week-end de deux jours... 

Debut avril 7 le Ministere des finances stupefie le monde du travail en proposant un 
passage a deux jours de congas par semaine et une augmentation du notnbre d 'heures 
quotidiennes de travail Depuis, les debats vont bon train. 



«Ce projet n'aura aucune 
consequence negative pour 
Vdconomie ou les travaiUeurs. 
notamment dans les secteurs de 
1'fctat qui sont considers 
comme la panic non productive 
du pays. Au contraire, s'enthou- 
siasme un spfecialiste de la ques¬ 
tion, Vaugmemamm des jours 
de cong£s et des heures de tra¬ 
vail nous dome la poss ib ility 
d’etre en harmonic avec les 
bartques, les mtreprises et les 
bourses d lit ranger qui ont 
deux jours de vacances». Un di¬ 
rected de basque se montre au 
contraire pessimist? : 'Nous 
devons effecthemeni nous 
adapter dans nos relations avec 
les autres pays d'OccidenL Or 
■ nous risquons, avec deux jours 
de congds lejeudi et le vendre- 


d\, d’etre coupis du monde 
pendant quatre jours quoad les 
autres sont en vacances le sa - 
medi et le dimanche. Si e'est ce 
projet qid Vemporte. je serai 
obligt ae trouver du personnel 
pour travailler les jours de 
cong£s». 


sln- 


Pas comme les jirifc 

Eh outre, beau co up 
quifetent du manque a gagner: 
'Nous ne sommes pas ces 
grandes socititis Internatio¬ 
nales qui Onl atteint un tel ni¬ 
veau de production qu'elles 
peuvent se permettre de limiter 
les heures de travail et aug- 
menter les vacances. Mais ici, 
en Jordanie, se persuade Mo¬ 
hammed Al-Karoni, un doyen 
cfimiversitfe, on se plaint de no¬ 
ire manque de productivity, on 


a done besoin de beaucoup Tra¬ 
vailler pour ranraper noire re¬ 
tard *. 

D'autres se placent du point 
de vue de Tfeconomie rffeneigie: 
«Avec un jour de congis sup- 
ptementaire, e'est moins d'eau. 
d'dlectridte, de telephone de- 
pensis et on limite aussi la cir¬ 
culation*. explique un ingfe- 
nieur. L?ne opinion coniestee 
par Ratib Al-Majali du Mi- 
nistfere du dfevdoppement social 
: « On parle de faire des Econo¬ 
mies d'Energie alors qu'on va 
augmenter les heures de tra¬ 
vail Ce qu'on va Economiser 
Id. on le depensera ailleurs*. 

Comme dans tous les debars 
en Jordanie, la famille joue 
fegalement id un idle important. 
La plupart y voient une oppor¬ 
tunity pour les parents de passer 


plus de temps avec leurs en- 
fants. D'autres craigneru une 
recrudescence des problems s. 
de voisinage. Marin AF- 
Ma'ai'ta. prfesideni-ajuini de 
TUnion genferale des syndicats 
ouvriers. s'inquiete et est i me 
que « t’ouvrier ne saura pas 
comment exploiter son temps fi¬ 
bre». Ou plutot. il sail tmp bien 
a quoi il pourni I’occuper et en¬ 
visage deja un gonflemcnt ca- 
tnstrophique de la population. 
Reste que, selon un sondage 
rfealise par le Ministere de I’edu- 
cation, les trois-quarts des ouv¬ 
riers sont d'accord avec I'idfee 
d'avoir enfin deux jours de con- 
gfes par semaine. 

Enfin dernier enjeu de cette 
petite rfevolution, et pas des 
moindres. la religion. -Je 
prefere deux jours dc vacances 

par semaine, mar's j'insiste pour 

que cela soil le jeudi et le ven- 
dredi. d feci are un etudianl, le 
vendredi parce que nous 
sommes une sociEte musulmanc 
et le jeudi pour ne pas faire 
comme les juifs qui prennent 
leur conge le samedi*. Cette 
idfee a large ment etfe reprise lore 
de la demi&'re confference con- 
saerfee a la question au debut de 
ce mois. Une conference dont 
rien n'est sorti. » Jusqu'u pre¬ 
sent. nous ne sommes pas fixes. 
avoue fiassam Oumouche, lc 
ministre du dcveloppemcnt ad-' 
ministratif charge dc ce dossier 
delicat. nous ifrwmr etudier la 
question sous tons ses aspects 
pour determiner les a vantages 
et Eviter les btc,vnvnients-. 
Tout devait etre decidfe des 1 j 
fin d'avril. Mais apparcmraenf 
le sujet demande plus dheures 
supplfementaircs que prevu. ■ 


Fatin Mansi 
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New York welcomes a 
streamlined, star-studded 
Goodwill Games 


NEW YORK—The Goodwill 
Games were launched in 1986 
to ease the tensions of the Cold 
War. Twelve yeans later, the 
Soviet Union has collapsed, but 
the Goodwill Games are still 
around—the fourth installment 
of Ted Turner's brain child 
began lost Sunday in New* 
York. 

It has not been easy road for 
the Goodwill Games, which 
' opened in Moscow in 1986, 
moved to Seattle in 1990 and 
then to St. Petersburg. Russia 
in 1994. Turner began the 
Olympic-style games in 
response to the boycotts of 
1980 and 1984. and his long¬ 
term vision is for his games to 
one day rival those of the tradi¬ 
tional Olympic Games. 

The Goodwill Games will 
be a more modest affair this 
time, featuring just 15 sports, 
down from 24 in 1994, but with 
an impressive roster of 1500 
athletes from 60 nations. “The 
Games have grown in stature, 
and I think they have—in their 
own way—contributed greatly 
to world peace." said Turner. 

Ticket sales, however, have 
been sluggish, but for those in 
attendance there will be an 
impressive collection of world 
class athletes at venues spaced 
throughout the New York area. 

Long Island is hosting most 
of the events, with the track 
and field and women’s soccer 
competition at the brand-new 
Nassau County Mitchell Ath¬ 
letic Complex. A new facility 
was constructed in Nassau 
County to host the swimming 
and diving competitions. Nas¬ 
sau Coliseum, home of the 
NHL’s Islanders, will play host 
to the gymnastics and figure 
skating events. 

Madison Square Gardens in 
New York City is hosting the 
boxing and basketball competi¬ 
tion. whilst beach volleyball is 
taking place at Central Park. 
Staten Island is hosting the 
cycling competition. 

The Goodwill Games orga¬ 
nizers have promised US$5 
million in prize money, with 
star track athletes such as 
Michael Johnson, Dan O’Brien 
and Donovan Bailey expected 
to reap the lion's share. John¬ 
son, however, announced he 
will not go for gold in both the 
200 and 400 meters. Johnson 
announced that a fingering 
injury means that he will com¬ 
pete in just the 400m and the 
1.600m relay only. 

Track experts are calling the 
Goodwill Games one of the 
best meets of the summer, as it 
will include 18 gold medalists 
from Atlanta—including 

O'Brien, the current world 
champion who will return to 
defend his 1994 decathlon title. 

The best of the track events 
will likely be the men's 100m 
between Canada's Bailey (the 
world record holder) and Amer¬ 
ican Maurice Greene (1997 
world champion) who is on the 
verge of becoming track's next 
superstar. 

Gymnastics will occupy 
Nassau Coliseum for the open- 





Michael Johnson in customary pose 


ing week of the Goodwill 
Games. While some 

Atlanta medalists have sought 
riches on the professional cir¬ 
cuit the Goodwill roster will 
include Dominique Dawes and 
Dominique Moceanu. two 
gymnasts from the 'Magnifi¬ 
cent T US gold medal-winning 
women’s team. Aleksei 
Nemov, a six-time medalist at 
Atlanta, is the star competitor 
in men's gymnastics. 

Figure skating will take over 
the Nassau Coliseum for the 
final few days of the Goodwill 
Games, and the spotlight will 
be on Michelle Kwan and 
Todd Eldredge of the USA and 
the perennial Russian contend¬ 
ers Irina Slutskaya. Maria 
Butyrskaya and Alexei Urma- 
nov. 

In basketball, the US team 
roster is stocked with collegiate 
players, but is still the pick of 
the field, that includes defend¬ 
ing Goodwill Games champi¬ 
ons Puerto Rico. Khaiid El- 
Amin of Connecticut. Utah’s 
Andre Miller and the Duke's 
Elton Brand headline the 
American squad. The Ameri¬ 
cans open against Puerto Rico 
on Sunday. The US team, 
which has struggled in recent 
international amateur competi¬ 
tions. has won medals in each 
of the three previous Goodwill 
Games. The Americans took 
gold in 1986. silver in 1990 
and bronze in 1994. 


Cuba is expected to domi¬ 
nate the boxing competition 
with a roster that includes two- 
time Olympic champions Felix 
Savon and .Ariel Hernandez. 
Five members of the 12-man 
Cuban contingent are currently 
ranked first in the world by the 
International Amateur Boxing 
Association. 

The 24-man Russian team is 
lead by bantamweight Raimkul 
Malakhbekov. the 1996 Olym- 
' pic and World Champion. The 
games will serve as a barome¬ 
ter for the young and inexperi¬ 
enced US team. The US ama¬ 
teur boxing ■ . program 
disappointed in Atlanta and at 
last year’s World Champion¬ 
ships in Hungary. Highly 
touted. 18-year-old welter¬ 
weight Larry Moslev and light 
welterweight RicanJo Williams 
Jr represent the future of US 
amateur boxing, while Darnell 
Wilson llight middleweight* 
and DaVaml Williamson 
iheavyweight> have extensive 
international experience and 
serve as the senior members of 
the squad. 

There is no men’s soccer but 
the women's competition will 
be a four-team, twvvduy event 
on July 25th and 27th. Sparked 
by Mia Hamm, the United 
Slates won the gold medal at 
the Atlanta Gomes and has an 
all-time record of 136-31-12. 
The US will host the women's 
World Cup ne.\r year. ■ 



Former heavyweight champion George Forman wiB calibrate his birthday in (he 
ring with Larry Holmes 


Moscow Games prepares 
Jordanian athletes 


By Abdul Hamid Addasi 

Special to she Star 

JORDAN CAME away from 
the Fust World Youth Games 
held in Moscow with no med¬ 
als. but the results were prom¬ 
ising for the future. 

■ Jordan participated in Ath¬ 
letics, Table Tennis. .Tennis. 
Gymnastics. Fencing, and 
JudO. 

• Jordan’s Wafa Ahmad 
achieved 16th place: in the 
3000m, with a rime of 1030 
minutes. She reached the finals 
after taking seventh place in 
the semi-finals with a.time of 
10.17 minutes. Amal Faonri 
also took place m the competi¬ 
tion. but failed to get beyond 
the first round. 

Jordan’s best results were in 
tennis where Ahmad AJ 
Hadeed reached the third 


Morrocan successes in Nice 
sealed by El- 



NICE, FRANCE—Hicham 
El Gtierrouj of Morocco 
narrowly missed his second 
world record in a week, 
coming up 21 seconds short 
of the mile record in the 
Nflaa Grand Prix meet 

El Guerrouj, who set 
the 1300-meter record last 
week in Rome, ran die mile 
in 3.44.60, just shy of Noti- 
reddine Morceli’s 5-year- 
old record of 3-4439. 
Morceli was doe to run in 
the meet but pulled out with 
an injury. It was his 1300 
record of 3:2737 that feU 
by the way when El Guer¬ 
rouj ran a 3:26 in Rome's 
Golden Gala. 

With Morceli out, El 
Guerrouj bad the consola¬ 
tion or recording the second 
fastest mile time ever. “I 
was a little tired after 
Rome," El Guerrouj said. 

Zahra Ouaziz of 
Morocco woo the women's 
34)00 meters in 8:2836, 
edging out Ireland's Sonia 
Sullivan with the best time 
of the season. *'2 was run¬ 
ning to win and not to beat 
a record." Ouaziz said. “My 
calf hurt really badly after 
the 54)00 meters in Rome. I 
stayed behind O'Sullivan at 
first so that she couldn’t 
beat my best performance 
this year, and I ended up 

w inning. *^ 



round after bearing a Combo- 
San player in the first round 
and an African player ux the 
second round,, before rising to 
England's Greg Heruck.oneof 
the top seeds in Ae world. 

Shawqi Dya perfonned well 
in Table Tennis, reaching 30th 
place among 191 participants. 
Dva overcame Belarus Snont- 
akov 2M4. 18-21 and 2J -IS. 
and Vietnamese Tuam by 
default He lost to Esiorna s 
Demitri Mogtyev. Sweden s 
Nelson and to Italy's Del 

The most remarkable perfor¬ 
mance was in gymanasccs. in 
the 6-12 years old age group. 
Jordanian . gymnast' Ghid 
Qa’adan scored 8.62 in the 
wooden horse event. The other 
players performed well, 
but failed to qualify for the 
next round. 

More than 130 countries 
took part in the event. Russia 
dominated most of the games 
and took first place on the 
Medals scoreboard, with 44 
gold medals. Arab countries 
took four medals, in FenciDg 
and Athletics. It was a good 
opportunity to prepare - for 
future intenationo) events, 
especially as Jordan is prepar¬ 
ing to host the next Pan Arab 
Games next year.H 
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US advances to Davis Cup semi 

Courier, Martin 
in five-set doubles 


INDIANAPOLIS—Jim Cour¬ 
ier replaced an injured Richey 
Rencberg and teamed with 
Todd Martin to beat a Belgian 
team as the United States 
idvanced to the Davis Cup 
semifinals. 

Courier and Martin, who hud 
played only two matches 
together, defeated Belgium's 
Xavier Malisse and Johan Van 
Here): 5-7. 6-2, 6-7 (2-7). 7-6 
(7-5). 6-1. 

The victory gave the United 
States a 3-0 advantage in the 


best of 5 quarterfinal. The US 
wall now play Italy in the semi¬ 
finals. September 25-27. The 
matches will be played in the 
United States at a site to be 
determined. 

Both teams changed doubles 
teams one hour before the 
match. Courier, who helped the 
United Suites sweep the open¬ 
ing singles, made his Davis 
Cup doubles debut after doc¬ 
tors determined Reoeberg sus¬ 
tained a partial tear in his left 
knee during practice. He will 


Bin Sulayem leads Rallye du Liban 


BEIRUT—The “22nd RaJJye 
du Liban" has begun, with Bin 
Sulayem immediately taking 
the lead. 

In second place is Norway’s 
Peter Solberg who is 4.18 
minute behind, in third place 
i.x lust year - !, winner. Jean 
Pierc Nasraliah, who had 
problems at the beginning of 
the race but recovered to take 
third place from Armen 
Schwartz who retired after an 
accident. 

The 1992 Lebanon Cham¬ 
pion. Bagera. had mechanical 
problems and was delayed for 
around 10 minutes, dropping 
down to 20th place. With 
great determination though he 
managed lo climb back to 12th 
position. 

The L'AE’s Mohammed bin 
Sulayem unleashed a scorch¬ 
ing pace during Special Stage 
Four to clock a record time 
and lead the pack. Sulayem’s 
roaring performance in stage 
four after leading the first 
three, gave him a comfortable 
lead in this treacherous rally, 
which attracted thousands of 
spectators. 

The 17.93 km Ain Aaya 
special stage—a long, sinuous 
road with a spectacular 
start—found the UAE cham¬ 


pion in top form as he led a 
fast race. "The roads are a bit 
slippery. But I hope to retain 
this lead." said 'Marlboro Is’ 
Sulayem. who had to puli out 
at around this time last year 
after being in the lead. 

At the end of si age five 
Sulayem had a 1.10 minute 
lead over Peter Solberg with 
the German Schwarz lighting 
back after a poor start to stay 
within striking distance in third 
place. The Norwegian Solberg 
in a Toyota Celica GT4 also 
turned in a consistent perfor¬ 
mance. to finish second in all 
five stages. “We had problems 
when we went of the road 
slightly, and a IfttJe brer we 
were hit by radiator problems. 
However 1 hope ro improve our 
timing.” said Solberg. 

Mechanical problems 
dogged Schwarz in the earlv 
stages but the European cham¬ 
pion, in a car better-suited to 
tarmac did well after trailing 
in eighth place at stage 3 to 
finish third after five stages. 

The rally-loving Lebanese had 
lots to cheer abouL with last 
year's champion Jean-Pienc 
Nasraliah doing well to stay in 
the race in fourth place despite 
falling to eighth place at the start 
of stage four. Nasraliah who won 



Mohammed bin Sulayem 


a thriller last year, posting a nar¬ 
row win over Saudi Arabia's 
Bakhasaab. was hit by a flat tyre 


and a broken bumper. Country¬ 
man Bacera. the 1992 champion, 
fell buck due to a fiat tyre after 


being in the rop four. Though 
adding a lot of cheer to rite local 
fans, Bagera said it was very dif¬ 
ficult to regain the lost rime and 
seemed resigned to his fate. 

The host counny’s Roger 
F eg ha li led the Group N pack 
with compatriot Phillipe Kazan 
close behind, as both finished 5th 
and 6th overalL Abu Dhabi 'Rally 
Team Is’ Salem Sahal Bin She- 
ban in partnership with new co¬ 
driver Tom Siede in Group N 
encountered bad hick with both 
tyre and brake problems on the 
winding mountain route. After 
being flagged off 12th behind 
Sulayem, the Abu Dhabi champ 
was in 22nd position. 

Provisional resuItstfAfter 
five special stages 

1. Mohammed bin Sulayem/ 
Ronan Morgan (UAE-Irclami) 
Ford Escort Coswoith. 50.03 
minutes. 

2. P. Solberg/C. Menkerud 
(Norway) Toyota Celica GT4. 
51.03 minutes. 

3. A. Schwarz/M. Hiemer 
(Germany) Peugeot 306 SI6 
Maxi. 52.48 minutes. 

4. J.P. Naxrallah/J. Maiar 
(Lebanon) Renaufi Meg one 
Maxi, 53.13 minutes. 

5. R. Fcghali/S. Sfier 
(Lebanon) Renault Clio Wil- 
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have arthroscopic surgery on \ 
the knee and is expected to be 
sidelined for 3 to 6 weeks.. 

Belgium changed its previ¬ 
ously announced lineup with 
Van Herck replacing ; Fjlip 
Dewulf.. 

The teams battled for three 
and a half hours with the court 
temperature topping 90 
degrees. 

It was the 18th straight US 
victory on home soil a streak i 
dial dates back to 1987, when 
Germany beat the US in a quai- 
. ifying round. It also extended 
Courier's streak of never hav¬ 
ing played on a losing US learn 
on 12 OCCassionS. US enptnin 
Tom Gullikson, who is 12-3 in 
that role, plans to give Courier 
a chance to extend this streak 
in September. 

"They’ve got an invitation," 
said Gullikson, who had the 
same four players on the team 
when the US defeated Russia 
3-2 in the opening round at 
stone Mountain. Georgia, in 
April. 'They get the firet right 
of refusal." 

The United States team, 
which took its time developing - 
cohesiveness, was down. 5*6 
when it forced the tiebreaker in 
the fourth set. Courier, who 
had played only II doubles 
matches all year, eften held 
them with four straight points. *’ 

Belgium won the first two.- 
points of the tiebreaker and the 
Americans responded to . lead 
5-3 and 6-4. The US then won - 
the set as Van Herck—who 
like the 17-year-old 
Malisx—was making his Davis 
Cup doubles debut was called 
for a double hit 

The loss of the set appeared , 
to demoralize the Belgium 
team, and the Americans won 
the first five games of the last 
set. Van Herck then held and 
the US closed out the match. 

Elsewhere, Switzerland 
stayed alive against Span in its 
World Group quarterfinal at La' . . . . 

Coruna, Spain. Marc Rossei ychez Yicario in a five-set dou- 
and Lorenzo Manta defeated bles marathon: 3-6, 6-3,64. 
Julian Alonso and Javier San- 7.6*2. „ 


Spam leads 2-1 and still 
needs one more victory in Sun¬ 
day s singles when French 
upen champion Carlos Moya 
Corretja 

aces I vo Heuberger. 

iorwc L° 5 ambui B. Sweden's 
jSIhf , Bj ° rk £ nan and Nicklas 
Em'S* Becker and 

T6 7 £ n 2°f ^ 7-6 < 7 -»- 
llPa} 6410 “ke a 2-1 lead 
? u 5 Germany. Sweden needs 

Et! ne ***** by either 

m W, ? ^ omas Bdqvist 

m:- , n< kjy s singles against 

E? J? efer Md 

to advance to the seraifi- 

£" drea c ta: 

7 xk? Zimbabwe 1-6, 7-5, 

remifinnic*r PU £ lKd y *nto .the 
semifinals for the third straight 
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Apple is on the up again! 


FOR THE first time in 
three years, Apple has 
managed to register a 
profit far three quarters 
running: ihnnks in a great 
pan to the .success or its 
new G3 processor stan¬ 
dard. Apple Computer 
itic. earned S101 million 
in its fiscal third quarter. 

This same period, one 
year ago. $56 million 
was iosil 

Commenting on this success, 
interim CEO. Sieve Jobs, 
stated that, “Apple had a ter¬ 
rific quarter—we sold a record 
number of Power Macintosh 
G? computers, customers love 
our new PnwcrBooks, Apple 
earned its highest profit in 




years and we ended the quarter 
with the lowest inventory level 
among the major PC players." 

Facing strong demand. 
Apple needs to keep up in 
terms of production. 

Running at full capacity on 
some models, Apple is enjoy* 
ing a production expansion 


News update 


unseen for many years. 

Apple's next chal¬ 
lenge is to secure a suc¬ 
cessful launch for the 
new Mac. 

The iMac is Apple’s 
newest computer which 
is targeting the consu¬ 
mer market. The SI.299 
system comes with a 
235-megahertz G3 pro¬ 
cessor. 

This wilt murk Apple's late, 
but powerful, entry into the 
lower-end home PC market: 
where PC Compatibles domi¬ 
nate. This is pan of the 
‘remake’ of Apple Computer. 
This is all good news to 

Macintosh users all over the 

world; the Mae is hack! ■ 
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THE NUMBER of internet . 
Users iti the Arab World has 
been growing at a breathtaking 
*3te» especially over tbe past ' 
force years..' 

; Although their are no ‘offi¬ 
cial’ figures on 
the numbers of 
Internet and on¬ 
line service users 
in Arab countries, 

:& collection of 
; surveys, and 
Internet Service 
Provider 
announcements 
lean be fused 
together, produc¬ 
ing rough esti¬ 
mates based on 
reasonable sense. 

Dabbagh Infer- 
: motion Technol¬ 
ogy group. 

;(D!Tj—headquartered m Saudi ■ 
Arabia—has delivered un¬ 

impressive study; which' ... 
includes figures on the Internet ' 
users in Middle Eastern coun- , 
tries and some general figures •?’ 
on users worldwide. . 

As the report states, esti*. 
mates of users on-line are usu¬ 
ally inaccurate as X . is - 
extremely difficult to get a pre-. \ 
cise figure. Based on an ‘edu¬ 
cated’ guess, there are some 
122 million people on-line- 
worldwide. . 

Of feese, . 70 million are k' 
the USA and C anada, 24 mil- . 
lion in Europe, 19 million m _ ' 
die Asia/Pacific region, 7.,25 
million in South ' Amenta," 
750,000 in the Middle Butt and 
800,000 ift Africa.. .' . ■ , ? 

The •figures on the kfiddfe.' - 


^ .East reveal a number of inter¬ 
esting trends, most uni e worthy 
of which is an impressive jump' 
in the number uf internet users 
. since the middle ufI u.nI year.' 
Relative to the peculation": die 
figures shqw that the. ".mailer ■ 



Middle- East countries enju) 
hider- ‘Interact awareness*; 
wirfi Goanuios Hke Qatar nod 


between. 2.15 to 3.1 percent. . : 

“i ; Naturally, Egypt, with its 
huge- population, recorded ihe 
fcwe^jpcrcentege of jnteraet .1 

hot also, to Its credit, recorded . 
the highesl. number of Internet 
.users m a MiddlfrEaston txnm-.- 
try(6i;021>. 

. In Jordan, the. curiinsfe pur j 
Ihe nnmber of tLsera on4ine at 
around 21,213. TWa^seeihs like 
a- phenomena] figurej at first, 
{Ad upon examination it is rea- ”, 
lists: if multiple Users per each. . 
Ifltcmet . account are eoiudd",. 


.-Kvoums in u*-e in Jordan are 
■less than )2.000: but ii quite 
; n:in:v,;l to expect an of 

-1.7 users per nciuunl.' 

In fuel, tlus mnv be a clm’mt- 
t Olive figure. 

The- . really iiitcre-'t- 

ing figure* ire the b- 
rounlb priiwth esii- 
mule* i !r.»m July 
1997 to January 
199Si. 

According to the.se 
eslimales, the number 
or Internet users in 
'Jordon was around 
11,840 in July i997! 

. Now, that is quite 
thrilling. If correct. ail 
the internet Service 
Providers currently 
operating in Jordan 
should he very 
.. ■. pleased.; 

. Modem .suppliers should be 
e\ eh happier! 

A*»-a mutter of fact, 1<Hiking 
ut the 6-month growth figures 
for; Arab, countries. you will 
notice that the numher of Inter¬ 
net .users has increased two¬ 
fold; especially Qatar. Egypt 
and Oman. - . ’ 
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New servers from 
Compaq 

• Compaq Middle East has 
announced the introduction of 
two new ranges of Proliant 
Servers in the region: the Proli¬ 
ant 700 and 600. 

Thenar will include quadruple 
Pentium II processors, ax a 
speed of 4C0Mhz. 

Compaq is targeting these 
servers at the demanding appli¬ 
cations market of databases. 
The server; are designed with a 
focus on guaranteeing flexibil¬ 
ity and ‘openess’ for future 
upgrades. 


Qatar, in particular, more 
than doubled (he number of its 
Internet users in the second part 
of 1997. 

The figures of Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia are grouped 
together, os Saudi Arabia 
doesn't officially have Interact 
access. In many cases, access 
goes through Bahrain. There 
are email forwarding services 
in Saudi Arabia (bulletin board 
services) which could have 
been added to the figure. ■ 


Netscape introduces 
Communicator 4.5 

• Netscape, the producer of 
popular browser software, has 
recently introduced the first 
public beta of Communicator 
4.5; providing users with the 
opportunity to test the new 
browser software before its 
launch. 

Communicator 4.5 integrates 
Netscape's Netcenter Web 
portal site with the browser. 

The idea is to provide more 
ease-of-use. and offers easier 
update facilities. 

Communicator 4.5 will be 


available for Macintosh. Win¬ 
dows and Unix. 

1 million copies of Win¬ 
dows 98 

• Microsoft claims that it has 
already sold 1 million copies nf 
the Windows 98 upgrade, 
which was launched on June 
25.1998. 

In fad, Microsoft expects 
Windows 98 sales to bring in 
some S 150 million in the com¬ 
ing quarter. 

Microsoft is hard at work, 
preparing for its upcoming 
suite of applications, Office 
2000 and Windows NT 5.0. 


Nintendo 64 games console 
hits back at Sony PlayStation 
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THE GAMES console market 
has been witnessing a heated 
buttle since 1996, wjth the Nin¬ 
tendo 64, Sony PlayStation 
(PSX) and Sega Saturn being 
the main contenders. 

The Nintendo 64 was 
released in Japan during June 
1996. It sold 800,000 units in 
its first month and reached 1 
million within only 3 months! 

However, its sales experi¬ 
enced somewhat of a drop, with 
the introduction of the Sony 
PlayStation. 

Making a comeback, os of 
the middle of 1997, the Nin¬ 
tendo 64 has been selling more 
units worldwide. 

In the Middle East, it is a top 
seller, competing neck-at-neck 
with the Sony PlayStation. 

The wide games library, and 
the quality of titles available 
have meant that tbe Nintendo 
64 received a major push from 


software publishers. 

In Japan. Nintendo 64 sales 
have reached 2.7 million. 

As for worldwide sales. Nin¬ 
tendo 64 reached 9.3 million 
units, and 4.5 million in USA 
alone! 

This means that some 4.8 
units have been sold in Europe 
and the rest of the world! 

The rivalry with the Sony 
PlayStation cab best be seen in 
Europe, were the PlayStation 
enjoyed a 6 month lead. 

Worldwide, based on figures 
from mid-1996 to mid-1997, 
the PlayStation had sold 12 mil¬ 
lion units! This is higher than 
the Nintendo 64. but things are 
set to change into 1998. 

The release of top games for 
Nintendo 64 like Zelda 64. 
Pocket Monsters 64. and Quest 
64 will pave the way for the 
Nintendo 64 comeback. ■ 


&Y-£fc«D MASSES? 


Expiry dates for PCs? 

A FRIEND of mine made a very interesting suggestion. 
He said that PCs should cum expiration dates, just like 
canned fond! He must have been frustrated at (he fact 
that the 166MHz PC he bought last year looks quite out¬ 
dated now. 

Looking at this aspect of cumputing. I suppose it is 
lime that PC manufacturers became more open about this 
whole issue of 'how long will a PC serve you before you 
need to spend more money on an upgrade.* Many com¬ 
plain nf the fact ihut their pnekets can't keep up with PC 
technology, so it seem normal. 

Years ago. the entry level standard would definitely 
sene your needs for at least two years. Nowadays, the 
high-end processor may not he sufficient for demanding 
software within one year! 

People buying computers nowadays are just regular 
consumers, who don’t have much technical knowledge. 

Making their lives easier, with basic information on 
developments in microprocessors and when the PC they 
buy today will need an upgrade, would be a good idea. D 

$ $ ^ ^ 

Inspection of CD software 

AS PART of the law controlling audiovisual materials, 
number 8 of the year 1997. CD software has come under 
increased inspection on a very detailed basis. 

This is being enacted according to a recent addition to 
the above mentioned law. decided on in 1998. by the 
Ministerial Council. Basically, the law states that every 
CD software item has in he inspected by the responsible 
authorities (Press Sl Publications Dept.) The importers of 
CD soltware will have to pay a fee for the inspection; 
around JD 25 per inspected CD. 

Inspection is conducted thoroughly, and is carried nut 
by staff trained at ihe use ot computer software. 

The point is that most software importers where not 
prepared for this law. and therefore have to accept the 
payment of whatever sums required for these inspections. 

Additionally, due to the fact that many CD-ROM 
importers order a variety of titles (whether business or 
cntcruinment software) a sample of each title has to be 
inspected and this could result in a large inspection bill. 

Even CDs containing hardware drivers tthe software 
you need to install to run an add-on cord or peripheral) 
has to go through inspection. So. the graphics card, for 
example, passes through customs, but the CDs loaded 
with the drivers have lo be collected after paying fur 
inspection. If the software passes inspection, every copy 
has to be stamped with the date of its inspection and pro¬ 
cess number. 

Of course, the idea behind the law is to prevent the dis¬ 
tribution of CD software including any morally unaccept¬ 
able content, or whulever content that may harm national 
security. This is fine, as the law applies to music, video, 
movies and every other audio visual storage media com¬ 
ing into Jordan. But software has some particularities, 
which need to be addressed, for it to be practical to carry 
out inspection. 

The Jordan Computer Society (JCS) is working to 
bring Government officials and representatives of the pri¬ 
vate sector together, for better understanding of the 
nature of CD Software . 

This matter of CD Software inspection has just arisen, 
and there will be more developments regarding it in the 
coming weeks. For now, it should be interesting to 
closely watch how the inspection process will be con¬ 
ducted in such a way to maintain the benefit of the Gov¬ 
ernment. importers and users. ■ 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
• Kitchenette in every 
room ~! 
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By Simon Target! 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY is to offer 
degree courses over the internet 
under plans which could transform 
thepreaUge of distance learning. . 

The venhire/pan of a policy to 
widen access to Britain’s oldest ura- 
versity, will offer the glittering prize, 
of an Oxford education without stu¬ 
dents having to step inside one of- 
the ancient colleges. • • - 

It is backed by Paul Allen, the US 
entrepreneur and co-founder of 
Microsoft whose virtual education 
foundation is to fend .the online 
courses to be launched next year. 

Oxford's first online .degreesi will 
be offered to postgraduate students 
in medicine, computing and soft¬ 
ware engineering. . . .... - 

TTie university's elite undtagradu- 
ate degrees may eventually ^deliv¬ 
ered on the internet, although there 
is resistance from traditio nalists 
who think Oxford's collegiate expe¬ 
rience must remain an essential part 
of any course. ■ 

Oxford tutors will supervise stud¬ 
ies using e-mail, interact discus-., 
sions and voice-bused conferencing. 
Occasional face-to-face mecongs m 
Oxford may be built into the pro- 

^Ttentaslers degrees will hesiud- 
ied part-time and will typically take 
four years to complete. The work 
will be staged, the first W? 
leading to n certificate, the thtnl !o J 
diploma, and the fourth resulting to 
an Oxford musters degree. ■ 

Examinations are'expected w * 
held in Oxford but ^ten-bawd- 
studenth may be jwrm'tted tou»j- 
the network of British Council 
offices around the world. • 
Oxford's first online 
dents ait scheduled w ^gui tar 
studies within five year* 
university's phased inmrdueuon uf 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale, Furnished 
and unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web site; 

www.abdoun.com.jo 




Call Us 

r“ Now 


Restaurant & Bar 


mtftam'Gr.S ai n h 
nwur* root* 


At the hottest place in Town 


WUUwd#tkmef$Ma** 
OrUk, Sixdmg' 


■Cd . 




Family 


Box 

( Boston Fried Chicken ! 

3 □ 12 pieces of chicken > 

I (regular & spicy) j 

Cl 4 crinkle-cut fries j 

^ □ l coleslaw 

t CJ1 liter pepsi f 

^ 04 pieces of bread. 
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the internet tfcgree programme. 

Two Courses will be: offered in: 
January: A two-year course in com- ■ 
putiiig "costing £I.2W 'tifid a ilbUO 
one-year local htauty course. An 
internet epufte in ittimucblogy is 
planned to slim ihree nwiitiis litter. 

. Geoffrey-Tfw»ma*v: director of^ the 
university's' department for continu¬ 
ing ^ducanon. said Hie ciiuries 
would' bring' Oxford tutorial 
within the lvacli of the Jistanw 
learner.-;. /: 1 . - 


They would be designed around a 
ny\v concept of online tutorial sup¬ 
port and would allow part-time stu- 
denLs lo study at their own pace. 

.. Dr Thomas welcomed the 
ssoaora dcwlopment grant from 
Mr Allen's foundation, saying it 
\vould "help ensure dull Oxford’s 
position us a leading university is 
reinforced via the global medium of 
(he.internet 
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Mask of Zorro ’ 


By Stephen Hunter 

'.V AS HINGTOS—! n The 

Viaik nj Zorro." you a fig-, 
urc with hot flashing eyes, the 
iiuhtniii'j-ijuic 1 : mo»e> ol a 
panther." deftly llicking 
'.word aim lii.H could inscribe 
the New York Time'- etos--'- 
wi»rd on :i button, tuui pas¬ 
sion iii.it reaches "in nt die 
screen and a robs vu hj the 
lapels. 

And tlwi s iJie ciri’ 

Cut lien tie Zeia-June-. 

instant star, die new Rita H.ij- 
*.\i>rlh. a 5 - in. ye-. 1 say again, 
ves yes iesjc'jes. Zei.i-Jcoes 
plays—-.veil, the plot is -ome- 
wh-tt garbled, as jf modeled 
on a piece -it wrought iron 
from the balconies of Barce¬ 
lona—but let us just say. 
she’s the girl. Zorro likes her. 
The Spanish governor Mor¬ 
tem likes her. Zorro’- mentor 
likes her. because he used to 
he Zorro and lie is in I act her 
papa. The American meicen- 
ary renegade like-- her. The 
peasants like her. f like her. 
Everybody likes her. There's 
something about Elena. 

As for the rest of the 
film, it can be summed up 
as follows: I went to a 
sword fight the other 
night, and a movie broke 
out. 

‘The Mask of Zorro’ is 
entertaining without being 
exhilarating. It’s fun at 
about o2 percent of the 
level from the old Errol 
Flynn swashbucklers in 
the late ‘StIs. As Zorro 
movies go. it’s pretty 
good. As movies eo. it’s a 
little bit better than okay. 


Zorro. which means "|o\ 
in Spanish, has been around 
since ;; crime reporter with a 
lurid imagination .mJ a leaden 
pen made him up m 1^1°. 
I'siiallv played by grinning 
sringo* the Tom Dewey- 
mustache variety, like a rair- 
banks. ;i Power or j Guy Wil¬ 
liam^. he is now played by a 
gcniicnum—for the first 
rime—hoih authentically His¬ 
panic and authentically must- 
acheless. Antonio Uanderas. 

The accent, therefore, may 
K- accuiate but the moves are 
nevertheless predictable, 

though to be fair, they still 
enchant. Zorro. after all. is the 
original man in hljck as well 
as the origiuai masked man. 
and Banderas gets all the 
moves right: more important, 
he looks gnud in light pants. I 
also like a man with a gradu¬ 
ate degree in hullvvhip gym¬ 
nastics and improvised field 
evacuation techniques. He 
finds the usual astonishing 
number of trees, flagpoles, 
castle battlements and. oh yes. 
flagpoles, to snap that lash 


around and then zip himself 
out or trouble. 

Plot? A lot. In fact, too 
much. It seems stolen from 
one of the lost episodes of 
•The Wild. Wild West.’ the 
old western that tried to stick 
secret agent conspiracy she¬ 
nanigans in among the sage¬ 
brush and the arroyos. As 
’Mask* has it. the old 
ZorTo—Anthony Hopkins, 
bringing Hamlet’s moody gra- 
\itas to a movie that in no 
other way deserves or 
matches it—escapes from 
prison after 20 years growing 
a beard and nurturing a steely 
glare. Evil despotism having 
returned to old California, he 
recruits a new Zorro. a young 
thief, to wage war on a Span¬ 
ish Governor who is enslaving 


peasants to mine the gold 
from El Dorado to buy Cali¬ 
fornia from Mexico (it’s 
roughly 184If; the movie 
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ctiM&isa be called ‘Indiana 
ZorrSp and the Lost Gold 
Mine*.’ There's even a beaeh- 
boy-looking blond American 
named Love (Matt Letscher) 
around to bedevil everyone 
and die of close encounters of 
the sword kind. 

Stuart Wilson, who special¬ 
izes in villainy (as in ‘Lethal 
Weapon 30, plays the vicious, 
hypocritical Governor Mon- 
tera. He seems to get these 
parts'when other, more char¬ 
ismatic actors turn them 
down. What a nasty Montero 
Basil Rathbone would have 
made; what a nasty one Sean 
Bean or Steven Berkoff 
would make. But Wilson's 
chap is dour, bland, grouchy, 
unmemomble, a serious flaw 
in the movie's, melodramatic 
calculations. 

'The Mask of Zorro* really 
strikes sparks only twice; 
once is a dance scene 
between those hotblooded 
kids. Banderas and Zeta- 
Jones, and another is an eroti¬ 
cally charged duel scene,, in 
which they cross blades, wills 
and, ultimately, tongues. He's 
great; she's fabulous. Watch 
her face light up with passion 
and exhilaration and pure 
alpha-being joy. Watch her 
quickness. Watch her beauty. 

Finally, watch her career. 
It’s probably the fastest- 
moving flying object in the 
summer slues. In this version 
of the film, the letter Z again 
takes on huge signifi¬ 
cance—but it's the Z that 
stands for Zeta-Jones. ■ 

LA Times- Washington 
Post News Service 
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